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TO  thofe  who  open   the  volume   of 
hiftory   with    a   view    to    improve 
their  underftanding  j  who  are  competent 
to  carry  their  refearches  beyond  the  ex- 
ternal appearance  of  events,  and  to  fpecu- 
late  on  the  concealed  caufes  which  produce 
the  elevation,  or  accelerate  the  decline  of 
empires,    there   is   not,    perhaps,    in    the 
annals   of  time   a    period    more    replete 
with  political  matter,  than  the  one  which 
has  elaptcd  between  the  year   1780   and 
the  prefent  time.     In  that  fhort  interval, 
B  ^ve 
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we  have  feen  the  Britifli  Empire,  which 
had  embraced  both  hcmifpheres,  and  to 
which  India  and  America  were  only  pro- 
vinces ;  which  had  fuccefsfully  oppofed, 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Chatham,  the  combined  force  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and,  after  giving  laws 
to  Europe,  had  difpenfed  peace  to  man- 
kind :  we  have  feen  this  empire  fliaken  to 
its  balls,  convulfed  at  home,  and  aflailed 
on  every  fide ;  vainly  invoking  the  aid  of 
that  Princefs,  whofe  fleets  we  had  con- 
ducted into  feas  unknown  to  her  barba- 
rous fubje(5ls,  and  whofe  banner  we  had 
taught  to  fly  on  the  Ihore  of  Greece  and 
of  Alia  Minor.  It  was  from  her  hand 
that  England,  already  bending  beneath 
the  complicated  calamities  of  domeftic  di- 
vifion  and  of  foreign  war,  was  dcftined  to 
receive  the  flnal  blow,  which  unnerved  our 
arm,  and  compelled  us,  reluctantly,  to 
ailemble  our  difl:ant  legions  for  the  pro- 
tedtion  of  the  capital,  and  the  prefervation 
of  our  exiftence.  It  is  unnecelTary  to  fay, 
that  I  allude,  to  the  "  Armed  Neutrality  ;*' 

a  mcafure 
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a  meafure  which  originated  from  the  ca- 
binet of  Catherine  the  Second,  although  it 
was  followed  by  all  the  Baltic  Powers ;  and 
the  retribution  due  to  which,  however 
long  delayed,  is  now  probably  near  its  ac- 
complifhment. 

But  we  have  not  only  feen  the  Britifli 
monarchy,  in  common  with  other  dates 
and  kingdoms,  oppreiTed  by  enemies,  and 
finking  under  the  weight  of  adverfe  for- 
tune, or  pufillanimous  and  feeble  counfels  : 
we  have  feen  this  expiring  and  diminiflied 
empire  (unlike  to  every  other,  and  in  this 
diffimilarity  laying  the  flrongeft  claim  to 
the  admiration  of  mankind),  within  the 
period  of  only  ten  years,  rife  from  her 
ftate  of  humiliation,  and  refume  her  ancient 
luftre.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  moft  laborious 
refearch  would  endeavour  to  parallel  this 
extraordinary  renovation,  in  the  hiftory  of 
modern  Europe.  It  is  only  in  the  Athe- 
nian, or  Roman  Annals ;  it  is  only  at  the 
fatal  periods  of  Marathon,  and  of  CannaE?, 
that  we  fee  any  example  of  a  republic 
fuddenly  and  rapidly  emerging  from  the 
B  z  loweft 
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loweil:  point  of  ruin  and  calamity,  into  a 
flate  of  greater  power  and  grandeur  than 
that  which  fhe  had  previoufly  enjoyed. 

The  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which,  under 
Charles  the  Fifth,  and  Ferdinand  the 
Second,  had  fo  nearly  extinguifhed  the 
Germanic  liberties;  humbled  by  Gullavus 
Adolphus,  and  fettered  by  the  conditions 
which  were  impofed  on  their  ambition  at 
the  Treaty  of  Weftphalia,  remained  long 
inadtive;  *till  Marlborough,  by  the  vic- 
tory of  Blenheim,  again  enabled  them  to 
re-appear  in  the  European  fyftem,  though 
not  to  refume  their  former  projed:s  of 
conquell  and  fubjecflion. 

Spain,  which  under  Philip  the  Second 
had  fitted  out  her  invincible  Armada  for 
the  fubjedlion  of  England,  while  fhe 
prepared  to  place  an  Infanta  on  the  throne 
of  France :  Exhaufled  by  her  own  perpetual 
efforts,  and  having  drained  the  treafures 
of  the  new  world,  in  vainly  attempting 
to  reduce  the  revolted  provinces  of  Hol- 
land; funk  under  Philip  the  Third,  int6 
infigniiicance ;    and  npvv,  after  the  lapfe 

of 
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of  two  hundred  years,  appears  to  be 
only  llowly  emerging  from  poverty  and 
weaknefs. 

Sweden,  which  over- ran  Poland,  Sax- 
ony,   and   Denmark,    at   the   commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  century;  and  which, 
conduced     by     the     frantic     valour    of 
Charles     the    Twelfth,     appeared    ready 
to    plant     her    triumphant    ftandards    on 
the  walls   of  Mofcow,    was  hurled  in   a 
lingle  day  from  the  zenith  of  power  and 
glory.     All   her  laurels  withered  at   Pul- 
towa ;  and  fince  that  memorable  aera,  her 
melancholy  and  fteril  annals  contain  no- 
thing which  can  awaken  curiofity,  or  in- 
tereil  mankind,  though  more  than  feventy 
years  have  elapfed  fince  Charles  expiated 
•his  wild  and  deftrudiive  fchemes  of  am- 
bition under  the  walls  of  Frederickfliall. 
At  the   moment  when    I  am  writing,  a 
Prince,  emulous  of  the  fame  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus,    and    adorned    with    qualities 
which,  in  a  more  fortunate  period,   might 
have  rcftored  the  drooping  genius  of  Swe- 
den, 
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den,  is  endeavouring  to  fupply  the  defi- 
ciencies arifing  from  the  impoveriihed 
and  depopulated  ftate-  of  his  dominions, 
by  perfonal  fortitude  and  abihty.  He 
has  even  made  a  daring  effort,  to  check 
the  Ruffian  progrefs,  and  to  affert  his 
ancient  pre-eminence  in  the  Baltic. 
Thefe,  however,  are  feeble  attempts; 
and  ferve  rather  to  remind  us  of  what 
Sweden  once  was,  than  to  awaken  any 
well-grounded  expectation  that  fhe  can 
again  refume  her  former  fituation  in 
Europe. 

Even  France,  a  country  fo  peculiarly 
favoured  by  nature ;  bleffed  with  a  happy 
divcrfity  of  climates;  enriched  with  the 
choiceft  produdions  of  a  luxuriant  foil; 
embracing  the  Atlantic  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean feas ;  uniting  in  herfelf  almofl  every 
natural  advantage  which  induftr}^  can 
bellow,  or  commerce  can  procure;  long 
inured  to  habits  of  obedience  and  loyalty, 
as  well  as  trained  to  conquefl  and  to  war : 
France  herfelf,    after  the  fevere  chaflife- 

ment 
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ment  which  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  to- 
w^ards  the  conclufion  of  his  reign,  received 
from  Eugene  and  Marlborough,  remained 
fupine  and  torpid  during  twenty  years 
which  fucceeded  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht; 
content  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace, 
and  opprelTed  under  the  load  of  public 
debt,  which  the  infatiablc  and  ruinous 
ambition  of  her  fovereign  had  incurred. 
It  was  not  'till  Marechal  Saxe  afTumed 
the  command  of  her  armies,  and  revived 
in  his  perfon  the  fublime  talents  which 
have  equalled  him  with  Conde  and  Tu- 
renne,  that  France,  in  any  meafure, 
feemed  again  to  occupy  her  natural  pre- 
eminence among  the  European  king- 
doms. 

It  cannot  be  more  curious  to  enquire, 
than  it  muft  be  inftru<5tive  to  afcertain, 
^whence  has  arifen  this  charadteriflic  prin- 
ciple of  refufcitation,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expreflion,  which,  in  fo  fhort 
a  fpace  of  time,  has  raifed  England 
from  her  depreflion ;  and  has  enabled  her, 

unlike 
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unlike  the  other  furrounding  monarchies, 
to  protit  of  her  very  misfortunes,  and  to 
engraft    fplcndor    and    power    upon   her 
loiTes  and  defeats. 

Where  are  we  to  fearch  for  this  extraor- 
dinary fource  of  renovation  ?  Is  it  in  her 
fpirit  of  commercial  enterprize  ;  in  her 
undiminiflied  induflry;  in  her  numerous 
and  ingenious  manufactures,  which  have 
penetrated  into  almoil  every  province  of 
the  civilized  world?  Doubtlefs,  thefecaufes 
have  contributed  much  to  extricate  and  to 
reilore  the  nation  ;  but,  efficacious  and 
falutary  as  their  tendency  and  opera- 
tion are,  they  cannot  be  conlidered  as 
altogether  adequate  to  fo  great  a  work. 

It  w^as  requifite  that  Providence  fhould 
extend  its  tutelary  care,  to  prolong  the  life 
and  reign  of  a  Prince,  inexpreffibly  dear 
and  necefTary  to  his  people  -,  whofe  expe-»* 
rience,  matured  by  years  and  chaftened 
by  adverfity,  might,  and  could  alone  be 
equal  to  the  arduous  talk  of  feledling  from 
among  his  fubjects,  thofe  who  from  ca- 
pacity 
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pacity  and  virtue  were  competent  to  heal 
the  wounds,  and  reftore  the  energy  of  the 
commonwealth.  It  was  requilite  that  k 
Minifter  fhould  arife,  who,  to  incorrupti- 
ble integrity,  and  unblemillied  manners, 
fhould  unite  flrength  of  mind,  fevere 
ceconomy,  vigilance  which  never  fleeps, 
eloquence  to  captivate,  and  vigour  to  fub- 
due.  Rare,  and  almoft  unexampled  com- 
bination of  endowments ,  conferred  by  Hea- 
ven on  thofe,  and  on  thofe  only,  whom, 
in  her  wife  difpenfations,  llie  defines  to 
fuHain,  and  reflore  a  finking  monarchy  ! 
Yet,fuch  aMinifl:er,may  it  be  alTerted  with- 
out flattery,  has  this  age  and  country  feen. 
Such  an  adminiftration  have  we  already 
enjoyed  during  near  feven years;  and  to  it, 
in  a  great  meafure,  may  be  juftly  afcribed 
thofe  aufpicious  and  happy  events,  which 
^e  prefent  age  regards  with  mingled  won- 
der and  admiration,  and  which  will  be 
long  commemorated  by  a  grateful  pof- 
terity. 

To  trace  the  gradual  progreflion  from 

the  darknefs  of  1780,  to  the  bright  fun- 
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fKine  of  the  prefent  moment :  to  pourtray 
fome  of  the  leading  charad:ers  and  events, 
which  have  fucceffively  marked  and  dif- 
tinguiflied  the  intermediate  time  :  to  de- 
fcribe  that  ftormy  and  tempefluous  pe- 
riod, which,  during  two  years,  lliook  the 
cabinet,  the  palace,  and  the  throne,  till 
in  1784,  the  prefent  Minifter,  after  a  long 
and  painful  ftruggle,  advanced  into  open 
day,  and  commenced  his  brilliant  career: 
to  mark  the  principal  and  moft  difcrimi- 
nating  features  of  his  domeftic  govern- 
ment, and  foreign  policy:  to  take  a  ge- 
neral furvey  of  the  caufes,  which  have 
involved  the  monarchy  of  France  in  anar- 
chy ;  and  which  feem  to  threaten  that 
beautiful  portion  of  Europe,  with  all  the 
horrors  of  civil  war,  of  bioodfhed,  and 
of  bankruptcy :  finally,  to  deduce  this 
interefting  feries  of  events,  from  the  period 
at  which  I  have  commenced,  to  the  time 
when  I  fhall  lay  before  the  public  the  pic- 
ture which  I  am  now  deligning :  thefe 
are  the  objedls  of  the  prefent  attempt. 
I  am  fenfible  of  all  its  difficulty  and  deli- 
cacy. 
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cacy.  I  know  how  dangerous  it  is,  even  to 
hold  up  truths  to  the  eye  of  prejudice,  or 
of  party ;  and  how  relu6lantly  we  allow 
the  veil  to  be  withdrawn  from  before  the 
political  fanduary,  when  we  are  interefted 
in  its  concealment  or  its  defence.  I  feel 
how  inviduous  is  the  talk  of  appreciating 
the  motives  and  actions  of  our  cotempo- 
raries,  our  friends,  and  our  fellow  citi- 
zens. I  am  not  infenfible,  above  all,  of 
my  own  incapacity  to  treat  of  matters 
yet  recent,  and  obfcured  by  the  paflions 
and  interefts  of  the  great  adiors  themfelves. 
But,  great  as  thefe  impediments  are,  they 
cannot  induce  me  to  relinquifh  my  defign. 
What  narrative  can  be  fo  inftrudiive,  or  Co 
interefting  to  the  prefent  age,  as  the  hif- 
tory  ^the  prefent  age?  **  Veteris  populi 
*'  Romajii,  profpera,  vel  adverfa,  claris 
*  *  fcriptoribus  memorata  funt : "  Of  the  laft: 
ten  years,  no  fketch  has  yet  been  offered 
to  the  public.  It  will  be  my  province, 
*'  fine  ira  et  ftudio,  quorum  caufas  procul 
*'  habeo;"  with  as  much  impartiality  m 
the  fubjed  itfelf,  and  the  infirmities  of 
C  2  our 
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our  nature  will  admit,  to  delineate  the 
events  which  have  pafled  in  fucceflion  be- 
fore us,  fince  the  difaftrous  period  where 
the  prefent  memoirs  commence.  ■- ' 

The  Britifli  empire,  which  only  a  few 
years  preceding  that  sera  had  appeared  to 
be  fo  elevated  and  durable,  then  exhibited 
a  melancholy  and  inftrudive  lefTon  of  the 
mutability  of  human  greatnefs.  Civil 
war,  which  had  commenced  its  deflruc- 
tion,  was  aided  by  a  combination  of  the 
iirft  European  powers,  to  compleat  its 
fail.  Her  fleets  and  armies,  accuflomed 
to  conquefl:,  retreated  before  the  navies  of 
France  and  Spain.  Her  lliores,  fo  long 
tinufed  to  hoilile  invafion,  were  threatened 
and  infulted.  Her  finances  groaning  bc- 
nctha  new  and  annual  loans,  conducted 
upon  injudicious  or  ruinous  principles, 
feemed  to  approach  that  point,  beyond 
which  public  credit  cannot  exill  or  furviye. 
Dilcord  pervaded  the  capital,  the  fenate, 
and  the  cabinet.  London,  fcarcely  efcaped 
from  conflagration  and  pillage,  looked 
forward  to  a  general  fufpenfion  of  com- 
merce, 
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merce,  and  to  national  infolvency,  as  im- 
minent and  almoft  inevitable.  Clamour 
and  difcontent  filled  the  kingdom,  and  cha- 
radlerifed  the  aflemblies  of  the  people  in 
the  different  counties.  Ireland,  difdain- 
ing  all  further  appeal  except  to  the  fword, 
and  treading  in  the  traces  of  America, 
armed  her  fubjed:s,  not  fo  much  for  de- 
fence and  protection,  as  for  the  purpofes 
of  emancipation  from  the  yoke  of  Eng- 
land. In  the  Britifh  Channel,  once  facred 
from  foreign  intrufion,  the  iflands  of  Jer- 
fey  were  repeatedly  attacked.  Spain, 
which  had  already  re -united  Minorca  to 
her  crown,  held  Gibraltar  befieged,  and 
meditated  the  conqueft  of  the  Floridas. 
Every  month  brought  accounts  of  the  di- 
minution of  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  which 
fuccellively  fell  into  the  hands  of  France ; 
while  Jamaica,  left  almoft  to  her  own  in- 
ternal capacities  of  defence,  expedled  with 
trembling  folicitude  the  long  meditated 
invafion,  by  the  united  fleets  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon. 

In  India,  Hyder  Ally,  the  fcourge  of 

the 


(      14     ) 

the  Britifh  nation,  aided  by  the  arms  of 
France,  was  on  the  point  of  exterminating 
and  expelling  us  from  our  moft  ancient 
polTeffions.  Madras  was  menaced  by  fa- 
mine, as  well  as  by  war  ;  while  Bengal 
itfelf  fcarcely  fuftained  the  preflure  of  the 
Mahrattas  j  and  the  vafl  fabric,  which 
Clive  had  cemented  with  a  profufion  of 
European  and  Afiatic  blood,  was  ready  to 
crumble  with  as  much  rapidity,  as  it  had 
been  originally  confl:rud:ed. 

In  America,  the  names  of  Clinton  and 
Cornwallis  hadfucceeded  to  thofeof  Howe. 
New  armies  had  occupied  the  pofts  of 
their  victorious,  but  departed  predeceflbrs. 
The  war  which  had  long  blazed  in  the 
northern  and  midland  provinces,  was  then 
principally  transferred  to  thofe  of  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia.  Ufelefs  trophies  and 
barren  laurels,  appeared  to  be  the  only  ad- 
vantages, which  we  were  deftined  to  de- 
rive or  acquire.  Impenetrable  woods 
and  impailable  moralTes,  in  the  centre  of 
which  freedom  had  difplayed  her  banner, 
perpetually  baffled  all  the  exertions  of  va- 
lour. 
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lour,  military  fkill,  and  perfeverante. 
England  began  to  awake  from  her  dream 
of  fubjugating  the  Thirteen  Colonies,  and 
already  meditated  the  dereliction  of  that 
ruinous  and  expenfive  undertaking;  while 
her  pride,  her  honour,  and  her  indigna- 
tion ftill  propelled  her  forward,  and 
amufed  her  with  hopes  of  fuccefs,  which 
conftantly  vanillied  at  a  nearer  view.  Like 
the  Roman  empire  under  Gallienus,  that 
of  Britain  feemed  to  approach  its  final  pe- 
riod, and  to  be  menaced  with  impending 
and  total  fubverlion. 

From  this  gloomy  and  dejedling  picture 
of  foreign  affairs,  it  may  be  judicious  to 
pafs  to  a  more  animated,  if  not  a  more 
exhilerating  fcene  ;  that  which  was  ex- 
hibited at  home,  in  the  two  houfes 
of  Parliament.  The  principal  figure 
which  here  prefented  itfclf,  was  the  Firfl 
Minifler,  Lord  North  ;  ftruggling  againfl 
a  hoil  of  enemies,  and  flowly  retreat- 
ing before  them,  while  they  prelTed 
forward  with  loud  and  repeated  cla- 
mours.    A  thoufand  javelins  hung  upon 

his 
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hii  political  buckler,  the  points  of  which 
were  continually  broken  and  turned  afide, 
by  his  urbanity,  his  ready  and  pleafant 
wit,  or  his  able  and  ingenious  reafoning, 
when  fufficiently  ftung  by  the  reproaches 
which  were  heaped  on  him,  to  awaken 
and  to  roufe  his  torpid  parts.  Inur'd  to 
the  habits  of  parliamentary  debate,  and 
mafter  of  all  the  fcience  of  minifterial  eva- 
fion  or  defence :  though  deftitute  of  energy 
and  coercion  of  charad:er,  yet  eloquent, 
mild,  perfuafive,  and  bleiTed  with  an  al- 
inoll  infuperable  tranquillity  of  temper, 
he  patiently  faw  the  ftorm  exhauft  itfelf  j 
and  looked  round,  ferene  and  placid,  to 
that  powerful  phalanx,  which,  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  obey,  ftill  clofely  adhered  to 
him  under  every  circumflance  of  public 
dillrefs,  and  never  abandoned  him  in  the 
hour  of  neceflity.  Even  the  lethargic  and 
foporific  qualities  of  his  body,  as  they 
frequently  prevented  him  from  either 
hearing  or  feeling  the  inve(5lives  of  oppo- 
fition,  in  fome  meafure  difarmed  and 
blunted  their  edge ;  while  llumbers,  which 

fa 
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To  often  fly  the  couch  of  princes,  not  iin- 
ufiially  vifited  Lord  North,  amidfl  all  the 
din  and  tumult  of  the  Treafury  Bench. 

Near  him  fat  the  American  Secretary, 
Lord  George  Germain  ;  whofe  more  irri- 
table nerves,  and  more  communicative  or 
unguarded  charad:er,  afforded  materials  and 
fcope  for  continual  attack.  Gifted  with 
extraordinary  natural  endovvnients,  though 
little  cultivated  by  polite  letters,  or  adorn- 
ed by  fciencej  active,  perfevering,  deci- 
five,  and  capable  of  conducing  the  great- 
eft  affairs  of  ftate,  he  was  yet  purfued 
by  the  fame  fatality,  which  had  blafted 
his  early  profped:s  of  greatnefs.  Unfuc- 
Cefsful  in  age  upon  the  plains  of  Ame- 
rica, as  he  had  been  unfortunate  in  youth 
upon  thofe  of  Germany,  he  vainly  invoked 
an  exhaufted  nation,  and  a  difcontented 
Parliament,  to  continue  a  war,  which, 
however  juft  and  neceffary  in  its  origin, 
had  become  odious  and  ungrateful,  from  a 
long  feries  of  ill  fuccefs.  Loyal  to  his 
Sovereign,  pertinacious  in  his  favourite 
meafure  of  fubjediing  America,  and  con- 
D  ceivinof 
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ceiving  his  own  political  fituation  infepa- 
rably  connected  with  the  final  fuccefs  ot 
that  attempt,  he  adhered  inflexibly  to  it, 
and  regarded  its  profecution  as  a  facred 
principle,  from  which  no  obllacles  could 
induce  him  to  recede. 

Mr.  Ellis,  who  for  near  half  a  century, 
fince  the  times  of  Walpole  and  Pelham, 
had  occupied  a  place  under  Government, 
continued  to  retain  his  ancient  corner  on 
the  Treafury  Bench;  while  Mr.  Dundas, 
whofe  pliant  and  verfatile  talents  have 
adapted  themfelves  to  almoft  every  Ad- 
miniftration,  and  whofe  abilities  are  cal- 
culated to  ilrengthen  and  fupport  any,  was 
feated  nearer  to  the  centre  of  a6tion,  and 
boldly  prefented  himfelf  at  the  poll:  of 
danger,  whenever  the  enemy  attempted  to 
florm  the  outworks.  His  friend  and  com- 
panion Mr.  Rigby,  flill  enjoyed  the  ample 
revenue  of  the  Pay  Office,  without  a  part- 
ner; and  in  the  excelTes  of  a  voluptuous 
table,  of  wine  and  conviviality,  drowned 
the  recollection  of  tirefome  debates,  and 
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The  two  great  luminaries  of  legal  know- 
ledge, Thurlow  and  Wedderburne,  who  had 
long  occupied  and  adorned  their  feats  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe,  had  been  fuc- 
ccfTively  raifed  to  the  honours  of  the  peer- 
age ;  and  their  empty  places  were  filled  by 
others,  far  inferior  in  energy,  dignity  and 
capacity.  Such  was  the  afpedt  of  Miniftry, 
at  the  period  to  which  I  allude.     On  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe,   Mr.  Fox  led  on 
the  bands  of  Oppofition  in  clofe  and  well 
conducted  files,  while  Mr.  Burke  charged 
at  the  head  of  his  irregular  fquadrons,  and 
carried    terror   into    the   ranks    of  Admi- 
niftration.     Dunning,   in  defiance  of  na- 
ture, deftitute  almofi:  of  organs   of  arti- 
culation, monotonous  and  difgufling  in  his 
tones,  ungraceful  in  his  figure,  polfefilng 
no    external    advantages,    and   unadorned 
by  any  factitious  circumfi:ances  of  birth 
and  alliance;    yet,  under  all  thefe  impe- 
diments, arrefted  the  judgment,  charmed 
the  ear,  and  captivated  the  imagination,  by 
the   jftream  of  his   eloquence :   though  it 
fometimes  flowed  through  the  channels  of 
D  2  law, 
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law,  it  was  always  bright,  clear,  and  \iu 
cid.  Keppel,  Conway,  Howe  and  Barrej^^ 
occupied  their  refpeftive  Nations  in  this 
formidable  and  augmenting  body,  and  aid- 
ed the  general  attack  upon  the  feeble  and 
dilmayed  adherents  of  the  Minifter. 

Suftained  by  the  purity  and  integrity  of 
his  intentions ;  repoiing  on  the  efteem  and 
affed:ions  of  his  people ;  and  bent  on  thp 
profecution  of  a  war,  which,  however  un- 
fortunate in  its  condu<S,  was  founded  in 
the  jufi:  rights  of  his  throne,  no  fymptom 
of  change  or  alarm  was  to  be  traced  in 
the  Sovereign.     At  no  period  of  his  reign^ 
were  his  fortitude  and  magnanimity  put 
to  fo  fevere  a  tell,   and  at  none  were  they 
more   unfliaken.      Equanimity,    ferenity, 
and  dignity,  appeared  in  his  features,  and 
pervaded  his  manners,  even  in  moments 
of  the  mofl:  acute  perfonal  fuffering.    That 
piety,  and  that  relignation  to  the  difpen- 
fations  of  Providence,   which  has  always 
formed  fo  diflinguilhing  a  part  of  his  cha- 
ra6ter,  eminently  gilded  the  gloom  of  this 
ipelangholy  portion  of  his  reign,  preceded 
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and  followed  by  fcenes  of  profperity  and 
glory.  Such  was  the  fublime  and  affedt- 
ing  fpedacle,  which  George  the  Third 
exhibited  to  mankind,  amidft  the  convul- 
fions  of  every  kind  which  menaced  his 
domeftic  tranquillity,  diminiflied  his  em- 
pire, and  attacked  him  with  augmenting 
violence. 

To  the  limited  eye  of  man,  incapable 
of  pervading  futurity,  and  of  removing 
the  darknefs  which  furrounds  it.     Louis 
the  Sixteenth  then  prefented  a  very  dif- 
ferent and  a  much  more  enviable  figure. 
Fortunate  in  having  fucceeded  to  a  prince, 
who  was  funk  in  diflblute  pleafures,  and 
loft  to  all  public  exertion  before  his  reign 
expired,  he  afccnded  the  throne  of  Henry 
the  Fourth,  under  every  flattering  circum- 
ftance  of  youthandofprofperiiy.  His  want 
of  any  eminent  talents  fcemed  to  be  amply 
compenfated  by  ceconomy,  application,  de- 
corum of  manners,  and,  above  all,  by  a  fe- 
le*d:ion  of  wife   and    able   minifters.     A 
fuccefsful  war,  which  eclipfed  and  obli- 
terated  the    difgraces   and    defeats,    fuf- 
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tained  by  France  in  her  laft  rupture  with 
England,  endeared  him  to  a  loyal  and  af- 
fecflionate  nation,  chara(5lerifed  for  ages  by 
its  prediledtion  and  attachment  to  its  mo- 
narchs.  A  Queen,  diflinguilhed  by  en- 
dowments of  mind,  of  manners,  and  of 
perfon,  not  lefs  than  by  her  high  rank  and 
imperial  defcent,  had  formed  the  bond  of 
connexion  between  the  Houfes  of  Bourbon 
and  of  Auftria,  while  flie  rendered  Ver- 
failles  the  refidenceof  pleafure,  gaiety,  and 
magnificence.  France  appeared  to  re- 
afcend  in  the  fcale  of  Europe,  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  Great  Britain  declined  ;  and 
flattery,  if  not  reafon,  already  predid:ed 
the  revival  of  the  proud  age  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth. 

But,  to  confound  the  fpeculation  of  po-^ 
licy,  and  to  evince  the  hafty  tranfitions  of 
human greatnefs, it  wasprecifelyatthis  very 
juncfture  that*  the  feeds  were  fown,  which 
we  have  lince  feen  matured  ;  which  have 
already  overturned  the  very  elements  of 
order  and  government,  ftained  the  palace 
of  Verfailles  with  blood,  and  menace  the 

extindlion 
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cxtInd:ionofproperty,perfonalfecurity,and 
every  thing  dear  to  mankind.  The  troops, 
who  were  fent  as  auxiliaries  to  the  rebel- 
lious provinces  of  Great  Britain  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  fpeedily  imbibed  that  fpirit  of 
freedom,  which  they  were  commanded  to 
defend  j  and  did  not  relinquilh  thefe  fen- 
timents,  fo  incompatible  with  abfolute 
monarchy,  when  they  returned  to  their 
native  country.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
anticipation  of  the  public  revenue,  necef- 
farily  produced  by  a  war,  however  glorious 
and  fuccefsful,  added  to  the  immoderate 
expences  of  a  diflipated  and  luxurious 
court,  foon  reduced  the  King  to  adopt  a 
meafure,  which  though  difinterefted  and 
even  patriotic,  opened  the  way  to  fliake 
his  throne.  Louis  the  Sixteenth  was  per- 
fuaded  to  break  the  royal  houfehold,  to  dif- 
mifs  about  four  hundred  officers  holdino: 
pofts  immediately  about  his  perfon,  and  to 
content  himfelf  with  a  lefs  expenlive  and 
fplendid  eftabiifhment.  Perhaps  no  ad- 
vice more  replete  with  calamity,  could 
have  been  conceived  or  followed.     The 
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pomp  and  external  paraphernalia  of  ma- 
jefty  being  once  withdrawn ;  and  the  num- 
bers of  nobilit}',  attached  to  the  fovereign 
by  intereft,  vanity,  or  affediion,  being 
once  difbanded,  the  throne  was  left  naked, 
unprote(5led,  and  expofed  to  infult.  Ex- 
perience has  evinced  its  deftrucftive  ten- 
dency;  and  has  fhewn  that  only  a  limited 
monarch,  who  reigns  in  the  affedlions 
of  his  fubjecls,  and  whofe  interefts  arc 
intimately  blended  with  thofe  of  his 
people,  can  remain  an  objed;  of  refpedl 
and  homage,  divefted  of  the  fplendor  and 
protediion  of  a  royal  court,  and  numerous 
houfehold. 

The  Emprefs  Queen,  Maria  There  fa, 
clofed  at  this  period  a  reign  of  forty  years ^ 
marked  by  the  mofl  ftriking  viciflitudes  of 
profperous  and  of  ad verfe  fortune.  During 
the  exiftence  of  the  powerful  combination, 
which  fliook  her  throne  in  the  commence- 
ment of  her  life,  Ihe  exhibited  the  moll 
undaunted  magnanimity,  the  greateft  re- 
fources  of  mind,  and  a  courage  fuperior 
to  her  fex.     Driven  from  Vienna  in  1741, 

while 
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while  Bohemia  and  Auftria  were  over-run 
by  the  French  and  Bavarians,  flie  found 
prote6lion  and  fuccours  in  the  loyalty  of 
her  Hungarian  fubje(5ts,  who  at  fight  of 
her  beauty,  youth,  and  misfortunes,  for- 
got their  hereditary  enmity  and  jealoufy  of 
the  Imperial  houfe,  from  which  flie  fprung. 
The  afternoon  and  evening  of  her  reign, 
though  frequently  difturbed  by  foreign 
wars,  were  paffed  by  her  in  the  difcharge 
of  every  duty,  due  from  a  fovereign  to 
her  people.  Mild,  clement,  humane, 
munificent,  and  ever  extending  the  proofs 
of  her  parental  tendernefs  to  her  wide  ex- 
tended dominions,  flie  was  idolized  by 
the  Hungarians,  beloved  by  the  Flemings, 
and  dear  to  every  order  of  citizens.  That 
piety  and  fortitude  which  had  charac- 
terized her  life,  accompanied  and  bright- 
ened her  dying  moments. 

Her  crowns  defcended  to  her  fon  Jo- 
feph  ;  a  Prince  who  had  given  premature 
expectations  of  genius  and  capacity,  and 
whofe  emulation  of  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
promifed  to  render  him  worthy  of  fo  great 
E  an 
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an  antagonift.  But  Europe  was  foon  un- 
deceived in  this  favorable  anticipation  of 
the  talents  of  Jofeph  the  Second.  Agi- 
tated with  perpetual  and  varying  fchemes 
of  conqueft:  reftlefs,  and  incapable  of  re- 
pofe  :  planning  innovations  in  religion,  in 
manners,  and  in  civil  life,  which  were  no 
fooner  executed,  than  revoked :  oppreffive 
and  defpotic,  without  the  art  either  of  con- 
cealing thefe  qualities,  or  of  rendering 
their  effeds  palatable  to  his  fubjedis  :  me- 
nacing at  the  fame  moment,  the  juft  fran- 
chifes  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  ancient 
liberties  of  Hungary  :  dreaded  in  the  em- 
pire, and  detefled  in  his  own  capital : 
anxious  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  his  domi- 
nions, even  at  the  expence  of  faith  and 
juftice:  rapacious  of  eccleliaftical  property, 
and  profufe  only  of  the  blood  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  Jofeph  foon  alienated  the  affediions 
of  every  rank,  and  clofed  a  tempeftuous 
reign,  unregretted,  and  unlamented  :  leav- 
ing the  Houfe  of  Auftria  in  embarrafs- 
ments,  produced  by  his  violence  and  am- 
bition, fcarcely  inferior  to  thofe,  which 

had 
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had  fo  nearly  overturned  and  extingiiifhed 
it,  at  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  Charles 
the  Sixth. 

Two  illuflrious  and  extraordinary  Prin- 
ces,  then  filled   the  thrones  of  Mufcovy 
and  of  Pruflia.   A  woman  was  iHU  def}ined 
to  fway  the  fceptreof  the  Czars,  and  to  go- 
vern the  immenfe  regions,  extending  from 
the  Frozen  to  the  CafpianSea.  Unequalled 
in  magnificence,  and  unconquerable  in  war, 
Catherine  the  Second  had  enlarged  the  li- 
mits of  her  vaft- /dominions,  covered   the 
Black  Sea  with  RufTian  fleets,  and  threat- 
ened the  entire  fubverfion  of  the  Ottoman 
power.  Protedrefs  of  the  fciences  and  libe- 
ral arts,    (he  cultivated  the  friendiliip  of 
d'Alembert,    courted    the  correfpondence 
and  the  praifes  of  Voltaire,  and,  like  Louis 
XIV.,  extended  her  munificence  to  men  of 
letters,  throughout  every  kingdom  of  Eu- 
rope. Intoxicated  with  fuccefs,  and  ele- 
vated to  the  fummit  of  human  grandeur 
and  felicity,  flie  forgot  the  friendly  hand 
which  had  aided  her  arms,   and    taught 
them  the  way  to  vid:ory ;   while  dreaded 
E  2  and 
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and  admired  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe, 
fhe  feemed  to  have  chained  the  inconftancy 
of  fortune,  and  to  defy  the  changes  and 
clouds,  which  fo  frequently  darken  the 
concluiion  of  a  female  reign. 

Frederic,  covered  with  laurels,  and  re- 
tired from  Berlin  to  the  folitary  magni- 
ficence of  Potzdam ;  in  fhe  bofom  of  lite- 
rary repofe,  and  finking  under  the  preffurc 
of  augmenting  infirmities,  advanced  to- 
wards the  termination  of  his  memorable 
life  and  reign.  Alienated  from,  or  indif- 
ferent to  the  misfortunes  of  England,  he 
regarded  with  a  philofophic  and  averted 
eye,  her  prefent  unequal  contefi:  againft  fo 
many  powers  j  and  extended  no  relief,  nor 
made  any  exertion,  in  favour  of  his  ancient 
ally. 

Portugal  alone,  among  fo  many  neutral, 
or  hoilile  ftates,  ventured  at  this  diftrefs- 
ful  moment,  to  give  fome  affirmative 
marks  of  friendfhip  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain. 

While  Europe  exhibited  this  afpecft,  fo 
little    calculated    to   awaken  hope,    frefli 
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lofTes  and  defeats  awaited  the  arms  of  Eng- 
land, beyond  the  Atlantic.  The  capture  of 
the  IflandofSt.  Euftatius,  which,  on  its 
firft  promulgation,  had  difFufed  a  general 
joy  throughout  the  nation,  produced  in  the 
event  only  obloquy  to  the  captors,  and  a 
fufpenfion  the  moil  untimely  and  injurious, 
in  our  naval  and  military  exertions  ;  while 
the  troops,  which  fhould  have  ad:ed  with 
vigour  againft  the  enemy,  were  funk  in 
inad:ivity,  or  ocaipied  in  plunder. 

As  the  year  advanced,  new  iflands  were 
loft,  and  new  difgraces  incurred;  'till  the  cli- 
max of  national  calamity  attained  its  ulti- 
mate point,  by  the  furrender  of  an  army  of 
fevcn  thoufand  men,  who  laid  down  their 
arms  before  V/afliington  and  Rocham- 
beau,  on  the  fhore  of  the  Chefapeake. 
After  fix  years  of  m.utual  flaughter  and 
alternate  fuccefs,  the  genius  of  America 
triumphed,  and  this  laft  unexampled  vic- 
tory for  ever  confirmed  her  independence. 
The  intelligence,  when  it  was  received  in 
England,  fnook  the  already  tottering  Ad- 
miniftration,  and  precipitated  its  fall. 
Difmay,  and  terror  pervaded  the  cabinet, 

and 
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and  agitated  the  counfels.  The  Oppofition, 
confcious  of  the  augmenting  diftrefs,  and 
iludiuatingirrefolution  of  the  Firft  Minifter, 
called  aloud  for  an  explicit  avowal  of  his 
renunciation  ofany  further  efforts,  to  fubju- 
gate  the  revolted  colonies.  The  expreffive 
iilence  of  Lord  North  to  thefe  peremptory 
demands,  left  no  room  to  doubt  either  of 
his  fentiments,  or  his  wifhes ;  and  the 
Secretary  for  America,  retiring  from  a 
fituation  no  longer  tenable,  after  a  rude 
attack  from  Lord  Carmarthen,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  quiet  bofom  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords. 

The  enemy  ruflied  into  the  breach, 
which  this  difunion  had  occafioned, 
and  already  beheld  the  prize  within  their 
grafp.  The  Adminiftration,  however,  flill 
lingered,  though  deftitute  of  animation  or 
energy.  A  feeble  and  inefFed:ual  effort  was 
even  made  to  prolong  their  exiflence,  by  the 
fubftitutionof  Mr.  Ellis,  in  the place^of  Lord 
George  Germain;  but  this  flep  ferved  only 
to  accelerate  their  difTolution.  The  Oppo- 
fition, eager  to  feize  the  prey,  and  ac- 
quiring force  as  they  advanced,  puflied  on 

towards 


(     31     ) 

towards  the  citadel  J  'till  Lord  North,  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1782,  exhibited  the 
fingular  and  humiliating  fped:acle,  of  a  Firfl 
Minifter  diverting  himfelf  of  all  theinfignia 
of  office,  before  a  crowded  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons :  and  announcing  his  refignation  to 
an  aftonifhedaudience,  who  fcarcely  credited 
the  fad:,  of  which  they  were  witneiTes. 

The  novelty  and  efFed:  of  this  extra- 
ordinary furrender  of  power,  were  en- 
creafed  by  its  being  equally  fudden  and 
unexpeded.  Neither  his  friends  nor  his 
enemies,  were  aware  of  the  blow  ;  and 
even  his  Sovereign  did  not  fufpedl,  'till 
almoft  the  very  inftant  in  which  he  exe- 
cuted his  purpofe,  that  any  fuch  was  me- 
ditated or  intended.  It  is  nugatory  and 
unnecelTary  here  to  enquire,  whether  it  was 
principally  produced  by  timidity,  fatigue, 
ordifguft.  Probably,  by  a  combination  of 
all  thefe  emotions;  and  unqueftionably,  by 
a  very  unforefeen  and  hafty  determination. 

In  this  difarmed  and  unprepared  fitua- 
tion,  without  either  time  or  ability  for 
framing  a  new  miniflry,  the  King  could 

only 
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only  furrender  at  difcretion.  He  did  fo ; 
and  the  royal  garrifon,  entered  by  ftorm, 
was  plundered  by  the  conquerors.  Three 
garters  were  found  among  the  fpoils,  and 
which  ferved  to  decorate  the  principal 
chieftains.  Offices  and  pofts  were  diftri- 
buted  at  their  arbitrary  pleafure  j  and  a  new 
Adminiftration  foon  appeared,  compofed 
of  motley  materials,  and  evincing  in  its 
very  formation  and  component  parts,  the 
principles  of  fpeedy  diffolution.  The 
feeble  genius  of  Lord  Rockingham  pre- 
fided  over  it,  but  could  infpire  no  heat  or 
energy  into  the  heterogeneous  mafs.  Ill 
calculated  for  fo  arduous  and  delicate  a 
Hation,  he  wanted  talents  to  guide,  and 
animate  the  complicated  machine,  of 
which  he  was  only  the  oftenlible  leader. 
Mr.  Fox  and  the  Earl  of  Sheiburne  oc- 
cupied the  two  Secretaryfhips  of  State; 
while  Keppel,  raifed  to  the  peerage  for 
his  fervices  on  the  27th  of  July,  1778, 
fucceeded  to  the  prefidency  of  the  vacant 
Board  of  Admiralty. 

It  is  not  my  intention  minutely  to  deli- 
neate 
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heate  or  depi6ture,   the  meafures  of  this 
tranfitory  Adminiftration,  juft  fhewn  to 
the  Britifh,  as  Marcellus  was  to  the  Ro- 
man people  ;  and  fnatched  away  by  an  ex- 
tin(5tion  as  hafty,   but   not   as  much   la- 
mented.    I  have  ever  regarded  the   fhort 
period  of  its  duration,  as  the  laft  and  loweft 
point    of  national   and    royal   depreflion. 
Though   illuminated  by  a  vid:ory,  which 
has  ^ihed  an  unexampled   luftre  over  the 
annals  of  England,  no  ray  of  it  reflected 
upon  the  Miniftry  :  they  had  vilified  and 
perfecuted  the  great  naval  commander  who 
obtained  it,  previous  to  his  departure  for 
his  ftation ;  they  recalled  him  in  the  very 
moment  of  his  conquefts.     The  annals  of 
that   period,    circumfcribcd  within   three 
months,  are  marked  by  the  humiliating 
and  fruitlefs  attempts  of  the  Government, 
to  obtain  peace  from  Holland ;  though  il- 
lufory  promifes  and  afTurances  of  fuccefs, 
had  been  held  out  to  Parliament,  and  to 
the  country,  by  Mr.  Fox,  before  his  entry 
upon  office.     The  peerage,  in  the  almofl 
only  inftance  where  it  was  conferred,  was 
F  extorted 
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extorted  from  the  Sovereign,  without  even 
the  decencies  of  rcfpedt,  or  of  requeft ; 
and  the  extraordinary  fpedacle,  of  a 
newly-created  Peer  kifling  the  King*s 
hand  in  the  Queen's  drawing  room,  in 
violation  of  all  form  or  ufage,  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  Rockingham  Adminiftra- 
tion  to  exhibit,  in  the  perfon  o-f  Sir  Flet- 
cher Norton. 

A  bill,  which  without  materially  con- 
ducing to  national  oeconomy,  or  public 
benefit,  diminifhed  on  one  hand  the  dig- 
nity which  ufed  to  wait  upon  the  perfon 
of  the  Sovereign  j  and  on  the  other,  dif- 
armed  every  fuccceding  Minifter,  by  leav- 
ing him  fcarcely  any  objeds,  with  which 
to  Simulate  activity,  or  reward  merit  and 
adherence :  A  bill,  which  by  compelling 
every  Adminiftration,  from  want  of  of- 
fices to  multiply  the  peerage,  as  the 
only  thing  left  in  their  power  to  beftow  ; 
and  which,  if  not  rcdreffed  and  repealed, 
may  eventually  deftroy  the  balance  of  the 
conllitution  :  A  bill,  ^well  known,  and  as 

well 
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Tvell  charadlerized,  by  the  name  of  its 
eloquent,  but  theoretical  and  vifionary 
author,  was  introduced,  and  rapidly  car- 
ried through  the  unrefifting  Houfes  of 
Parliament ;  while  the  King  was  compelled 
to  lend  his  name  to  the  completion  of  a 
law,  which  difbanded  his  houfehold,  and 
difarmed  his  authority. 

This  unwifc  and  impolitic  attack  upon 
the  majefty  of  the  Throne,  was  properly 
accompanied  and  fucceeded,  by  limilar 
invafions  of  the  hereditary  franchifes  of 
the  people.  Under  the  fpecious  allega- 
tion of  extinguifhing  the  corrupt  influence 
of  the  Crown,  a  great  and  induftrious 
body  of  men,  the  officers  of  thecuftoms, 
were  deprived  of  their  juft  and  unalienable 
right,  to  vote  in  elections  for  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  Parliament ;  and  the  natural 
reward  of  merit  or  fervices,  was  converted 
by  the  Legiflature  into  an  inflrument  of 
punifhment  and  privation. 

But,  happily  for  the  Monarch,  and  for 
the  nation,  a  Miniflry,  in  which  hypocri- 
tical profefTion  was  fubflituted  for  acflion,- 
F  2  whofe 
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whofe  conquefls  were  limited  to  St. 
James's,  and  whofe  trophies  were  only 
obtained  over  clerks  of  the  Green  Cloth 
and  houfekeepers,  now  drew  near  its  ex- 
tinction. The  natural  deceafe  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  which  took 
place  upon  the  ift  of  July,  1782,  can 
fcarcely  be  faid  to  have  preceded,  or  an- 
ticipated his  political  difmiffion.  He  ex- 
pired in  the  vicinity  of  London ;  regret- 
ted only  by  his  immediate  friends  and 
adherents ;  efteemed  as  a  virtuous  and  a 
well  intentioned,  though  an  inadequate 
Minifter.  His  elevation  to  the  firft  poft 
in  the  Adminiftration,  was  injurious  to 
his-charad:er  as  a  man  of  talents  ;  and  he 
was  twice  deftined  in  the  prefent  reign,  to 
fee  the  political  fabrick  which  he  had 
reared,  moulder  within  a  few  months, 
and  link  under  its  own  preffurc.  Like 
Galba,  **  Major  private  vifus,  dum  pri- 
'*  vatus  fuit  j  et  omnium  confenfu,  capax 
**  imperii,  nifi  imperaffet." 

Releafed   by  this  interpofition  of  for- 
tune, from  a  bondage  equally  fevere  and 

humiliating, 
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humiliating,  the  Sovereign  made  a  felcc--- 
tion  of  his  fervants,  more  confonant  to  his 
own  perfonal  indinations,  as  well  as  more 
calculated  to  advance  the  public  fervice. 
The  Earl  of  Shelburne  afTumed  the  va- 
cant Treafurer*s  ftaff,  which  had  drop- 
ped from  the  hand  of  the  deceafed  Mar- 
quis ;  while  the  honeft  and  virtuous 
incapacity  of  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  was  fupplied  by  equal  ^probity 
and  integrity,  but  accompanied  with  thofe 
fublime  and  early  talents,  which  Mr.  Pitt 
alone  has  difplayed  and  fuftained  in  the 
prefent  age.  Having  declined  the  proffered 
advances  of  the  late  Miniftry,  and  having 
refufed  to  form  any  inferior  part  of,  or 
accept  any  fecondary  fituation  under  that 
fyftem,  he  now  firft  appeared  in  the  front 
ranks  of  Government ;  and  evinced  to  an 
aftonifhed  nation,  that  in  a  pofl  fo  arduous 
as  that  of  the  fuperintendance  of  the  com- 
plicated finances,  of  an  exhaufted  and  im- 
poverifhed  country,  he  could  unite  the 
energy  and    vigour   of  youth,    with  the 

maturity 
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maturity  and  experience  of  more  advanced 
life. 

Some  fubordinate   alterations   in  other 
departments  of  flate,  completed  the  new 
Adminiftration  ;  which,  at  its  commence- 
ment, was  favoured  by  the  advanced  period 
of  the  year  and  feffion,  and  the  proroga- 
tion  of  Parliament  which  naturally  fol- 
lowed.    The  adherents  of  Lord  Rocking- 
ham filled  the  Lx)wer  Houfe,  with  loud 
clamours  and  pointed  infinuations,  againfl 
the   fuppofed  motives    and  authors  of  a 
change,  fo  inimical,  as   they  afferted,  to 
the  befl:  interefts  of  the  monarchy.     Mr. 
Fox,   in  a  manly  and  magnanimous,  Mr. 
Burke,  in  a  querulous  and  relu6lant  man- 
ner, refped:ively  refigned  their  lituations. 
The  impalTioned  exclamations  of  the  latter 
were  only  interrupted  andextinguilhed,  by 
the  arrival  of  the  Black  Rod,  and  the  fum- 
mons  to  attend  the  Chancellor  at  the  bar 
of  the    Houfe  of    Lords.      The    felTion 
clofed  j  and  oblivion  already  drew  her  veil 
acrofs  the  departed  Adminiftration,  while 
new  convulfions,  and  new  fcenes  of  political 

confulion 


(     39     ) 

confufion  were  filently,  but  rapidly,  ge- 
nerating in  the  womb  of  time. 

Peace,  which  for  fo  many  years  had 
fled,  now  prepared  to  return.  Inadtivity, 
and  a  premature  fufpenfion  of  hoftihty  be- 
yond the  Atlantic,  gradually  opened  the 
pafTage  to  univerfal  tranquillity  in  Europe. 
America,  already  declared  independent  by 
the  Legiflature,  no  longer  occupied  the 
arms  or  efforts  of  Great  Britain.  Holland, 
divided  by  the  Orange  and  the  Republican 
factions ,  feebly  fuftained  her  portion  of 
the  common  attack.  France,  arrefted  in 
the  midfl  of  all  her  conquefts  by  the  arm 
of  Rodney,  faw^  her  boafled  navy  fcattered 
over  the  Weftern  world  ;  happy  to  efcape 
the  purfuit  of  a  vi(5torious  fleet,  and  to 
link  undiflurbed,  in  the  havens  ofMarti- 
nico,  or  of  Bofton.  It  only  remained  to 
humble  the  arrogance  of  Spain  :  who,  in- 
folent  with  unaccuftomed  fuccefs,  and 
elated  with  the  trophies  acquired  at  Mi- 
norca, and  in  Florida,  had  aflembled  her 
forces  of  every  kind  round  the  rock  of 
Gibraltar,  and  already  anticipated  the  re- 
union 
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union  of  that  proud  fortrefs  to  her  domi- 
nions .    To  indulge  at  once  the  gratification 
of  national  vanity,  as  well  as  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  glory,  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  Royal 
of  France  was   invited   to  quit  the  effe- 
minate pleafures  of  Verfailles,  and  to  be-» 
come  a  fpe(5tator  of  its  reduction  from  the 
Spanifh  camp.    Preparations  only  inferior 
to  thofe  of  Philip  the  Second  againfl  Eli- 
zabeth, were  made  to  accelerate  and  fecure 
fo  favourite  an  objed:  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid j   while  all  Europe  might  be  faid,  in 
common  with  the  Count  d'Artois,  to  have 
fixed  their  eyes  upon  this  animating  fpec- 
tacle.    I  need  not  relate  the  event ;  infcrib- 
ed  in  characters,   which  mufl  lafl  as  long 
as  military  fame  and  valour  are  revered 
among  men.    The  formidable  armaments 
of    Charles    the    Third    perifhed   under 
the  fuperior    fire   of    the  garrifon;    and 
the   miferable  victims  who  efcaped  from 
the  conflagration,  were  indebted  for  their 
lives  to  the  exertions  of  that  very  ene- 
my, for  whofe  deflrudtion  they  had  been 

alTembled. 

Under 
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Under  this  fingular  blaze  of  glory  and 
fuccefs,  was  terminated  a  war,  which  had 
been  marked  during  its  progrefs,  with  every 
circumftance  adverfe  to  England,  and 
which,  at  many  periods,  had  menaced  its 
very  exiftence.  Negociations,  prolonged 
throughout  the  autumn,  produced  a  gene- 
ral pacification  at  the  beginning  of  1783  ; 
the  terms  of  which,  however  widely  dif- 
ferent they  were  from  thofe,  which  Great 
Britain  dicftated  at  the  treaties  of  Utrecht 
and  of  Fontainbleau,  feemed  neither  igno- 
minious nor  difadvantageous,  ir^  the  en- 
feebled ftate  of  the  finances  and  refources 
of  the  country.  France  reflored  alniofl  all 
her  acquifitions,  while  Spain  retained  her 
conquefts  ;  and  Holland,  which  had  tar- 
dily and  relud:antly  been  forced  from  her 
pacific  fyftem,  was  abandoned  by  her  al- 
lies, and  left  to  expiate  by  conceifions,  the 
departure  from  her  ancient  policy  and 
connexions. 

But,  the   waves  of  party,   which   had 

been   fo   long  and  fo    violently   agitated, 

fould   not  immediately  fubfide  with  the 

Q  extindion 


(     42      ) 

extindion  of  hoftilities.  The  two  power- 
ful factions,  who  had  fucceffively  pofTelTecl, 
and  been  deprived  of  the  government, 
however  adverfe  they  w'ere  to  each  other, 
yet  united  in  their  common  oppofition  to 
the  new  intruders.  The  charadier  of  the 
Firfi:  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  though  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  many  impofing  quahties  of 
mind,  by  ingratiating  and  popular  man- 
ners, and  by  an  enlarged  acquaintance 
with  the  foreign  interefts  of  England  ;  yet 
wanted  that  framp  of  probity  and  princi- 
ple, without  which  a  great  nation  never 
confers  efteem  and  confidence.  Inlincerity 
and  duplicity  were  afcribed  to  him  by  his 
enemies,  Accufations  and  fufpicions  were 
circulated,  poiTibly  originating  only  in 
calumny,  which  arraigned  his  purity 
of  condudl  as  a  Minifler,  and  insinuated 
his  acquifition  of  perfonal  wealth,  by  the 
abufe  of  his  high  fituation,  during  thq 
progrefs  of  the  late  negociations,  to  the 
ibrdid  purpofes  of  private  gain.  Doubts 
of  this  complexion,  however  unauthenti- 
cated  or  unjufl  they  may  be  fuppofed,  yet. 
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by  operating  on  the  Public,  equally  in- 
difpofed  them  towards  the  peace,  and 
towards  its  author. 

To  thefe  obvious  and  oflenfible  caufes  of 
his  difmiffion,  may  be  added,  the  extraor- 
dinary, and  almoft  inexplicable  indifference 
which  marked  his  conduct,  towards  pre- 
ferving  a  fituation,  which  it  had  been  the 
leading  and  predominant  object  of  his  life 
to  acquire.  Parliament  met  j  and  after 
long  and  violent  debates,  renewed  at  various 
times,  expreffed  its  difapprobation  of  the 
peace  recently  concluded,  though  by  a  very 
fmall  majority.  It  is  even  highly  probable, 
that  this  mark  of  their  diffatisfadlion  would 
not  have  been  attended  or  followed,  by  any 
fuch  affirmative  proofs  of  national  refent- 
ment,  as  to  have  compelled  a  Minifler 
of  rirmnefs  and  redlitude,  to  retire  from 
his  public  fituation.  Whether  any  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  a  deficiency  in  either  of  thefe 
qualities,  or  whether  motives  more  con- 
cealed and  unafcertainable,  adiuated  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne;  it  is  certain,  that  he 
did  not  hefitate  to  take  the  warnino: 
G  2  which 
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which  had  been  given  him,  and  to  lay  dowri 
his  office  without  delay. 

But  though  he  liad  embraced  this  pu- 
liHanimous  and  precipitate  part,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  animated  by  feel- 
ings of  integrity,  loyalty,  and  duty  to  his 
Prince  and  to  his  country,  generoufly  re- 
fufed  to  abandon  them  to  the  refentments 
and  difcretionary  mandates  of  two  factions, 
who  had  agreed  to  a  mutual  facrifice  of 
principle,  and  even  of  decency,  in  order  ta 
gratify  their  thirft  of  power.  After  a  mag- 
nanimous, but  ineffed:ual  ftruggle,  he  was 
however  compelled  to  yield  to  fo  unequal 
a  force.  The  Sovereign,  who  had  vainly 
endeavoured  to  compofe  a  new  Adminif- 
tration,  and  who  had  been  befieged  in  his 
own  palace  during  fix  weeks,  found  the 
lines  of  circumvallation  too  flrong  to  force, 
and  furrcndered  a  fecond  time  prifoner  of 
war.  The  two  vi(5torious  chieftains,  who 
had  agreed  to  bury  all  pafl  caufes  of  re- 
fentment  in  oblivion,  entered  the  breach 
in  triumph,  bound  their  captive,  pofted 
their  centinels,    and   invefted   themfelves 

in 
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ifi  the  fpoils,  which  their  condud:  had  ac- 
quired. The  larger  Ihare,  however,  of  thefe 
emoluments   fell   to   Mr.  Foxj    and  the 
Treafury  was  transferred   from  the  mild 
incapacity  of  Lord  Rockingham,   whom 
death  had  removed,  to  the  laborious,  but 
limited  and  fubfervient  talents  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland.     Lord  North,    who  did  not 
feel  with  Caefar,   that  '•  the  firft  lituation 
**  in  a  village  out-valued  the  fecond  in  an 
•*  empire,"  was  content  with  the  inferior 
portion  of  power  and  profit,  allotted  him 
by  the   liberality   of  his  new   aflociates, 
and  mixed  in  the  cavalcade,  which  he  had 
fo  long  conduded.     Too  happy  to  obtain 
an  amnefty  for  the  misfortunes  of  his  Ad- 
miniflration,  and  foothed  with  the  unac- 
cuftomed  panegyrics  of  thofe,  who  had  fo 
lately  called  out  for  axes  and  fcaffolds ;  he 
funk  without  emotion,  into  a  fubordinate 
office,  and  refigncd  the  painful  pre-eminence 
of  ftate,  into  hands  of  greater  energy  or  am- 
bition. 

A  paufe  fucceeded  to  this  extraordinary 
and   eventful  transfer  of  power;   as  the 

monarch 
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moriarcli  and  the  nation  were  equally  in- 
capable, of  inftantly  exerting  any  effort  for 
their  emancipation.  The  '*  Coalition'*  im- 
pofed  their  fetters  upon  bothj  and  little  at- 
tentive to  acquire  the  affed:ion,  were  fatis- 
fied  with  the  fubmiffion  of  their  prifoners. 
Relying  on  their  own  united  flrength,  to 
retain  the  conquefts  which  they  had  made, 
they  only  began  already  to  projedt  the 
means,  of  perpetuating  and  extending  the 
term  of  their  duration.  To  atchieve  this 
objed,  it  was  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
reconftrud:  the  edifice,  which  their  inju- 
dicious fpirit  of  reform  had  lately  over- 
thrown ;  and  to  fubftitute  other  charges 
and  offices  in  the  place  of  thofe,  which 
had  been  annihilated  in  the  houfehold  of 
the  Sovereign.  Thefe  pleafing  anticipations 
and  reveries,  formed  a  grateful  occupation 
during  the  recefs  of  Parliament;  and  the 
fucceeding  winter  was  deftined  to  fee  the 
chains,  which  an  unprincipled  ambition 
had  fabricated,  impofed  with  all  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  legiflation  upon  an  unrefifling 
people. 

There 


(     47     ) 

There  is,  however,  a  limit  prefcrlbed 
to  violence,  which  it  has  ever  been  found 
impradlicable  to  pafs;  and  the  '*  Coalition'* 
was  deftined  to  be  taught  by  it's  own  ex- 
perience, that  no  combination  of  talents, 
power,  or  ability,  can  fuflain  a  Govern- 
ment, where  all  opinion  of  principle,  or 
refpedl  for  character  have  ceafed  to  exifl, 
on  the  part  of  the  nation  towards  its  ty- 
rants. Even  the  forms  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  fand:ity  of  law,  will  not  prevent  a 
generous  and  an  enlightened  country,  from 
difcerning  the  abufe  of  that  authority, 
which  while  it  extinguilhes  prerogative, 
militates  equally  againft  freedom.  Time 
alone  was  requifite  to  mature  thefe  re- 
iledtionsj  and  the  Adminillration  opened 
the  way  to  their  own  defl:ru(5lion,  by  iiie 
very  means  which  they  had  concerted,  for 
placing  their  greatnefs  beyond  the  reach 
of  accident. 

Mr.  Fox  introduced  his  celebrated 
"  Eaft  India  Bill,"  with  all  that  fplendor 
of  parts,  and  difplay  of  ability,  which  has 
fendered  him  fo  diHinguifhed  in  the  hif- 

torj 
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toiy  of  the  prefent  age.     Though  India 
was   not   in   that   department    of   public 
bufinefs,  over  which  as  Secretary  of  State, 
he  perfonally  prefided,    yet  the  fuperior 
energy  of  his   characfler,  and  the  conve- 
nient facihty  of  his  new  colleague,  allowed 
him  to  afTume  this  arduous  and  danger- 
ous   pre-eminence.      Mr.  Burke's  ample 
and  inexhaustible  ftock  of  materials  and 
documents,    fupplied   any  deficiencies    of 
memory  or  local  information  j    while  the 
**  Infiitutes  of  Timury*  and  the  wifefl  re- 
gulations of  European  policy,   were  new- 
modelled  by  this  generous  legiflator.    The 
oppreffions  and  calamities,   under  which 
India  had  fo  long  fuffered;  the  peculations, 
committed  by  the  fervants  of  the  Company, 
as  well  as  the  wanton  and  unprincipled 
wars  in  which  they  had  engaged,    were 
highly  painted,  and   flrongly  reprobated. 
The  remedy  to  thefe  numerous  evils  was 
prefented  ;   and  all  palliatives  were  depre- 
cated, as  unequal  to  the  extermination  of 
a  difeafe,  which  had  pervaded  the  whole 
fyflem,  and  which  demanded  a  meafure 

of 
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t>f  more  than  ordinary  vigour  in  the  Le- 
giflature. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  yielded  to  thefe 
convincing  and  minifterial  arguments,  fo 
calculated  to  operate  on  their  paffions,  as 
well  as  their  judgments.  The  ineffed:ual 
oppofition  which  was  made  to  it  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  a  fewperfons  who  adhered  to  him, 
neither  retarded  nor  impeded  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  the  bill.  It  was  carried  through 
one  Houfe  of  Parliament,  by  prodigious 
fuperiority  of  numbers;  and  it  was  not 
apprehended,  that  the  fubfervient  under- 
hand ings  of  the  other  Houfe,  generally 
difpofed  to  fee  all  meafures  of  all  Adminif- 
trations  with  a  favourable  eye,  would  re- 
ject the  prefent,  or  canvafs  it  with  unufual 
feverity.  The  **  Coalition''  appeared  al- 
ready to  touch  the  fliore,  and  to  be  near 
the  accomplifhment  of  their  moft  fanguine 
proje(5ts  of  greatnefs. 

The  magnanimity  and  penetration  of  the 
Sovereign,  awakened  and  direifted  by  the 
timxcly  exhortation  of  thoie,  ^\  ho  collected 
round  the  throne  in  this  critical  and  dan- 
gerous conjundure,  fnatched  the  country 
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from  the  impending  misfortune.  The  great 
incorporated  bodies  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  flowly  roufed  to  a  comprehen- 
fion  of  the  evil,  and  alarmed  at  the  viola- 
tion of  the  chartered  ric^hts  of  the  firf}  com- 
mercial  company  in  the  nation,  appeared 
ready  to  reclaim,  .and  to  defend  their  own 
threatened  immunities,  or  properties.  Lon- 
don led  the  way  in  thefe  fymptoms  of  con- 
fternation,  and  was  followed  by  the  prin- 
cipal cities  and  provinces.  AddreiTcs,  re- 
monflrances,  and  petitions,  arrived  from 
every  part  of  Great  Britain.  Satire  and  ri- 
dicule, fo  powerful  in  their  operation  upon 
the  minds  of  men,  united  with  rcalon  and 
argument,  to  overturn  a  Miniftry,  who  had 
attempted  to  conftruCl  their  own  grandeur, 
equally  on  the  ruin  of  the  .Prerogative,  and 
the  deftruttion  of  the  Conftitution.  Two 
caricature  drawings,  conceived  with  exqui- 
lite  hum.our,  and  whofe  eJffedt  cannot  per- 
haps be  compared  with  any  thing  in  our 
hilfory,  except  the  fong  of  "  Lillabullero," 
under  James  the  Second,  were  circulated 
in  every  company.  In  one  of  thefe,  the 
Secretary  of  State  who  had  introduced  the 
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bill,  was  dcpidlured  carrying,  like  Atlas, 
the  whole  Eaft-India  Houfe  upon  his 
fhoiilders ;  while  the  affrighted  Diredlors, 
looking  out  of  the  windows,  appeared 
vainly  to  invoke  afiiftance  againft  the  vio- 
lence. The  other  repreicnted  his  triumphal 
entry  into  Dehli,  the  capital  of  his  newly 
conquered  dominions.  Mr.  Fox  was  ha- 
bited in  the  fplendid  Afiatic  drefs  of  Shaw 
Allum  j  while  his  obedient  colleague  in 
office  Lord  North,  degraded  to  the  inferior 
nature  of  the  trained  and  managed  ele- 
phant, fupported  the  vid:or  on  his  back. 
Mr.  Burke,  as  a  trumpeter,  accompanied 
the  procefiion,  proclaiming  the  virtues  and 
trophies  of  this  fuccefforof  Tamerlane  and 
Aurungzebe. 

The  ftorm  of  national  indignation, 
though  long  and  tardy  in  forming,  had 
now  collected,  and  prepared  to  buril:  with 
the  utmofi:  violence.  The  Houfe  of  Peers 
led  the  way,  by  throwing  out  the  Eafl- 
IndiaBill;  and  on  the  fubfequent  night, 
at  a  late  hour,  his  Majefty  fent  to  de- 
mand the  feale  of  office,  from  the  two  Se- 
H  2  cretaries 
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cretaries  of  State.  An  Adminirtration, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
of  which  he  may  be  faid  to  have  formed  the 
vital  principle,  was  inftantly  compofed. 
So  fecure,  however,  were  the  late  Minifters 
of  their  afcendancy  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  in  fuch  contempt  were  thefe 
efforts  of  the  Crown  to  liberate  itfelf 
held  by  them,  that  when  the  writ  was 
moved  for  Appleby,  in  confequence  of  the 
new  Firfl  Lord  of  the  Treafury  having  va-^ 
Gated  his  feat^  it  was  received  with  loud, 
and  almoft  general  laughter.  Even  thofe, 
whofe  judgment  and  experience  in  Parlia- 
mentary matters  were  mofl:  refpe6ted,  ven-^ 
tured  to  predid:,  that  a  few  weeks  would  fee 
the  termination  of  this  fugitive  Govern- 
ment, either  by  a  gradual,  or  a  violent 
death.  For  the  firft:  time  iince  the  accefr 
lion  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick;  perhaps 
it  may  be  faid,  fince  the  exiftence  of  the 
monarchy,  the  fovereign  and  the  people 
were  united,  in  oppolition  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people.  The  patient  and 
pafTive  fortitude  of  Mr.  Pitt  fuflaineJ  him, 
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even  more  than  his  talents  or  integrity, 
during  near  three  months  that  this  fiege  con- 
tinued ;  nor  did  he  advife  his  Sovereign  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  laft  conftitutional  mea- 
fure  left  him,  that  of  diiTolutidn,  till  above 
a  hundred  and  twenty  addrefTes,  couched 
in  terms  of  loyalty,  and  of  reprobation 
againfl  the  attempt  to  overturn  the  prero- 
gative, left  no  room  to  hefitate  on  its  po- 
pularity, or  on  the  general  joy  with  which 
it  would  be  received. 

The  elections  for  the  new  Parliament, 
which  at  no  period  of  the  prefent  century 
were  ever  fo  incorrupt,  and  fo  free  from 
all  minifterial  interference,  evinced  beyond 
difpute,  how  odious  to  the  nation  were 
the  principles  and  condud:  of  the  late 
Adminiftration.  The  Firft.  Minifter  e- 
mergedat  kngth,  from  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
painful  exertion  and  depreilion,  into  po- 
litical day  ;  and  the  reins  of  Government, 
fo  long  and  fo  violently  retained  by  the 
**  Coalition,"  fell  from  their  hands.  It  is 
from  this  aera  that  we  may  date  the  flow, 
but  progreffive   elevation   of  the   Britifla 
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empire ;  which,  fliaken  and  conviilfed  dur-^ 
ing  the  calamitous  period  of  the  American 
war,  had  not  been  ]efs  agitated  by  internal 
ilniggles  of  facflion,  fince  its  termination. 
But,  before  we  arrive  at  that  exhilerating 
fcene,  it  may  be  not  a  lefs  inftructive, 
though  it  is  a  Icfs  pleafing  talk,  to  fur- 
vey  the  pidlure  of  the  empire,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  theprefent  Minifler  commenced 
his  Adminiftration. 

Exhaufted  in  her  finances,  and  deprived 
of  vigour  from  the  rapid  fucceflion  of  fo 
many  Governments,  debility,  languor,  and 
decay  characSterifed  every  internal  departs 
ment  of  the  State.  The  public  funds 
feemed  to  have  funk  below  the  point  of 
depreffion,  to  which  even  the  misfortunes 
of  the  war  had  reduced  them;  and  the 
confifcation  which  had  menaced  the  Eaft 
India  Company  while  Mr.  Fox*s  bill  im- 
pended over  their  property,  had  operated 
to  fink  their  ftock  below  any  former  pre- 
cedent. The  revenue  was  diminiihed  and 
invaded  by  the  bold  inroads  of  contraband 
commerce,    which   loudly  called   on  the 
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Legiflaturc  for  efFedual  interpofition  and 
redrefs.  No  foreign  alliance,  or  connexion 
with  any  of  the  great  powers  on  the  Con- 
tinent, offered  the  profped:  of  fupport  in 
a  future  war.     Holland  was  completely 
governed  by  the  Republican  fadlion,  who, 
under  Van  Berkel   in  the  prefent,    as  un-# 
der  the   De   Witts   in    the    laft  century, 
had   entered  into  the   clofefl:    connexions 
with  the   Court  of  Verfailles  :    while  the 
Prince   of  Orange,    retaining   little  more 
than  the  name   of  Stadlholder,    was  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  of  paffive   infignificance. 
Denmark,    w^hofe     fovereigns    had    been 
conned:ed  by  alliances   of  blood  and  po- 
licy, with  the  Crown  of  England,  for  near 
half  a  century ;    and    whofe  natural    in- 
terefts,   in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  Sweden, 
tended  to  confirm  thefe  ties  ;  had  departed 
from  her  ancient  principles,  and  no  longer 
cultivated  the  friendfhip  of  a    kingdom, 
incapable  of  extending  protection,  or  ren- 
dering  itfelf   refpecflable    in    the    Baltic. 
From  the  Court  of  Stockholm,   attached 
for  ages  to  France,  no  demonllrations  of 
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amity  could  be  expeded.  The  Emperor^ 
occupied  in  fyftems  of  reformation,  or 
.proje(5ls  of  aggrandizement ;  planning  the 
exchange  of  the  Netherlands  with  the 
Elecflor  Palatine,  while  he  wantonly  at- 
tacked the  Republic  of  Holland ;  whofe 
troops,  in  defiance  of  the  mofl:  facred 
treaties,  he  had  ejedted  by  force  from  the 
barrier  towns  of  Flanders  :  Jofeph,  en- 
gaged in  thefe  ambitious  enterprizes,  and 
already  connected  with  the  Court  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  might  be  regarded  as  inimical  ra- 
ther than  friendly  to  Great  Britain.  Ruffia 
continued  in  a  ftate  of  fullen  alienation, 
and  Prufiia  betrayed  no  marks  of  returning 
friendiliip ;  while  France,  ftill  conducfled 
by  the  fplendid  and  impofing  counfels  of 
Vergennes,  appeared  to  extend,  to  cement, 
and  to  confirm  her  ^freatnefs. 

The  firft  years  of  the  prefent  Adminif- 
tration,  were  principally  charad:erifed  by 
thofe  beneficial  regulations  of  commerce, 
and  by  thofe  falutary  raeafures  of  finance,  fo 
indifpenfably  requifite,  in  the  fallen  and 
impoverifhed  condition  of  the  country.  An 
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*"  Eaft-India  Bill,"  mild  and  temperate  in 
its  genius,  and  widely  different  from  the 
rapacious  and  arbitrary  principles,  which 
had  rendered  the  former  fo  univerfally 
odious,  was  introduced,  and  paffed  into  a 
law.  The  moft  vigorous  and  efficacious 
meafures  were  adopted,  for  the  fuppreflion 
of  fmuggling.  The  royal  woods  and  fo- 
reils,  from  whence  fo  great  a  fupport  to 
the  navy  ought  naturally  to  be  derived, 
but,  which  had  been  completely  abandon- 
ed, as  an  obje(5t  of  national  protedion,  for 
half  a  century,  did  net  efcapc  the  vigi- 
lant attention  of  a  Minifter,  anxious  to 
avail  himfelf  of  every  public  refource. 
Provifion  was  made  for  the  flow,  but 
certain  diminution  of  the  national  debt, 
by  the  appropriation  of  a  million  fter- 
ling  annually,  veiled  in  the  hands  of 
commiffioners,  for  the  purchafe  of  ftock. 
The  confohdation  of  the  Cuftoms  and 
Excife,  a  meafure  of  incredible  labour 
and  detail,  as  well  as  of  infinite  advan- 
tage to  commerce,  by  facilitating  and 
fimiplifying  the  intricacies,  attendant  on 
mercantile  tranfadions,  and  the  payment 
I  of 
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of  duties ;  a  regulation,  which  in  itrelf 
might  immortahze  any  Adminiftration, 
was  fully  and  permanently  effe6ted.  It 
had  failed,  under  the  inert  and  feeble  ef- 
forts of  Lord  North;  and  its  completion, 
fo  evidently  productive  of  national  bene- 
fit, drew  applaufes,  even  from  the  ene- 
mies and  oppofers  of  the  Minifter.  This 
long  lift  of  enlightened  and  patriotic  meat- 
fures,  was  clofed  by  the  accompliihment 
of  one  of  the  greatell:,  but  moft  delicate 
and  arduous  attempts,  which  have  diftin- 
guiflied  the  prefent  century;  I  mean,  the 
*'  Commercial  Treaty  with  France."  An 
enlarged  and  liberal  policy  ;  the  greateil 
incitements  to  general  induflry  ;  the  exten- 
fion  of  commerce,  and  the  extindiion  of 
thofe  mutual  jealoufies  and  antipathies, 
which  have,  for  fo  many  ages,  actuated 
the  rival  monarchies  of  France  and  Eng- 
land :  thefe  were  the  charad:eriftics  and 
principles  of  a  treaty,  which,  notwith- 
flanding  the  fpecious  objections  urged 
againfl:  it  in  Parliament,  excited  univerfal 
approbation,  and  extorted  involuntary  eu- 
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The  genius  of  Great  Britain,  long  ob- 
fciired  and  fettered,  began  to  ailert  its  an- 
tient  energy;  and,  liberated  from  domeflic 
anarchy,  prepared  to  re-appear  on  the 
theatre  of  Europe,  from  whence  fhe  had 
been  banifhed,  by  internal  calamities  and 
diftrefs.  The  fip:nature  of  the  "  Germanic 
*'  League,"  at  Berlin,  whofe  objed:  wa$ 
the  prefervation  of  the  liberties  of  the  Em- 
pire, againfl  the  ambition  of  Jofeph  the 
Second,  was  the  firfl:  fymptom  exhibited 
of  returning  attention  to  the  concerns  of 
the  Continent ;  and  though  this  confedera- 
tion was  only  acceded  to  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  in  his  capacity  of  Eledor  of  Han- 
over, yet  its  effttt  unqueftionably  extended 
beyond  its  often fible  objedt,  and  again  re- 
called the  Englifh  nation  to  general  view 
and  confideration. 

While  under  a  wife,  vigorous,  and 
ceconomical  Government,  we  were  thus 
relumiing  our  antient  eminence  and  dignity 
among  the  European  States,  the  clouds  ot 
difcontent  and  civil  commotion,  v/ere  ra- 
pidly collecting   over    the    monarchy  ot 
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France.  The  finances,  involved  fince  the 
celTation  of  the  late  war,  in  auo-mentinc' 
embarralTments  and  inextricable  difficul- 
ties, might  have  been  found  beyond  the 
probity  of  a  Sully,  or  the  capacity  of  a 
Colbert,  to  re-eftablilh :  in  the  hands  of 
Calonne,  raifed  to  the  fuperintendance, 
they  appeared  to  prefent  a  profped:  of 
public  infolvency,  as  imminent  and  un- 
avoidable. Though  the  Court  of  Verfailles 
was  much  diminifhed  in  majefty  and 
Iplendor,  by  the  numerous  reforms  which 
had  fucceffively  taken  place;  yet,  the  Mi- 
niilry  had  not  fubftituted  any  judicious 
fyflem  of  frugality,  nor  adopted  any  mea- 
lures  of  energy  and  wifdom,  either  for  the 
alteviatior^  of  the  national  burthens,  and  li- 
quidation of  the  enormous  debt,  contradled 
under  the  late  and  prefent  King :  nor, 
(which  feemed  to  be  ftill  more  neceflary 
for  their  perfonal  fafety)  to  guard  againfb 
the  gathering  florm  of  public  violence 
and  indignation. 

Louis  the  Sixteenth  had  already,  in  s 
conliderable    degree,     furvived     the    re- 
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fpe(5l,  though  he  continued  to  enjoy  the 
affedion  of  his  people.     The  firft  years 
of  his  reign,  concluded  by  Maurepas  and 
Vergennes,  had  been  diftinguilhed  by  the 
moll  brilHant    fuccefs ;    which,  while   it 
dazzled  and  flattered  the  national  vanity, 
had,  in  a  great  meafure,  concealed  from 
view  the  ruin,  which  it  occafioned  in  the 
finances .    The  King  poileired  none  of  thofe 
qualities,  either  corporal  or  mental,  cal- 
culated to   fafcinate,    and  to  fupply   the 
place   of   more   folid   endowments.     His 
figure  was   deftitute  of  dignity,    and  his 
addrefs  awkward    and  embarrafled.      He 
neither  knew   how   to   alfume   the   open 
and  winning  manners  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
nor    how   to     adopt    the    majeftic    con- 
defcenfion  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth.     At- 
tached to  the  Queen,  from  motives  rather 
fenfual  than  intellediual,  and  retrained  by 
religious  fcruples,   from  forming  any  con- 
nexions of  gallantry  with  other  women ; 
he  never,    in    any    inftance,    violated   his 
nuptial    fidelity,    though    furrounded    by 
courtiers,  anxious  to  anticipate,  and  eager 
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to  adminifler  to  his  defires,   on  the  firft 
intimation.    Addicted  to  the  pleafures  of 
the  table,  and  fometimes  induced  to  pafs 
the  limits  of  temperance  and  fobriety,  he 
yielded  in  thofe  moments  of  facility,  to 
the  demands,  which  the  profufion  of  the 
Queen,    and   of    his   brother   the  Count 
d'Artois,  made  it  necefTary  for  them  con- 
tinually to  renew.   His  own  expences  were 
moderate,    and   his  pleafures   few.     The 
former,  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  con- 
ftrudiion  of  the  Caftle  of  Compiegne,  and 
the  repairs  of  the  palace  of  Verfailles.  The 
latter,  conlifled  principally  in  the  amufe- 
ment  of  the  chace.   Though  much  negleft- 
ed   in  his  education,   during   the  life  of 
Louis  the  Fifteenth,    his   mind  was  not 
uninformed ;    and   he  had  attained  fince 
his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  a  very  confider- 
able  degree  of  acquaintance   with  polite 
letters,  hiflory,  and  geography,  by  his  own 
private  application  and  folitary  ftudy,  un- 
allifted  by  any  aid.     In  the  art  of  reign- 
ing, he  had  unfortunately  made  little  pro- 
grefs  or  proficiency.      Unambitious  and 
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moderate  ia  his  charad:er,  he  formed  no 
views  of  conqueft.  He  even  difapproved, 
though  only  paflively,  of  the  alliance  with 
America,  into  which  his  Minifters  had  led 
him  in  the  commencement  of  his  reign ; 
and  fuffered  himfelf,  with  fome  degree  of 
averfion  and  reluctance,  to  be  made  an  ac- 
ceflary  to  the  independence  of  the  Thirteen 
Colonies. 

His  parts,  however  fluggifli,  inert,  and 
limited,  yet  were  not  inadequate  to  the 
comprehenfion  and  difcharge  of  the  high 
duties,  annexed  to  his  flation.  He  un- 
queftionably  loved  his  people,  and  paiTion- 
ately  defired,  at  the  price  of  every  per- 
fonal  renunciation  and  facrifice,  to  render 
his  reign  dear  to  France.  Averfe  to  cru-  . 
elty,  and  of  a  nature  acceffible  to  the  im- 
preffions  of  pity  and  humanity,  he  threw 
open  the  gates  of  the  caftle  of  Vincennes, 
which  for  ages  had  been  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal prifons  of  llate;  and  mitigated,  in 
numerous  inftances,  the  rigour  of  arbitrary 
power,  which  his  grandfather  had  fl-rength- 
cned  and  abufed.     His  behaviour  on  the- 
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night  of  the  5th  of  Odober^  1789,  has 
evinced,  notwithilanding  the  doubts  which 
have  been  entertained  upon  that  point, 
that  he  did  not  want  perfonal  refolution 
or  fortitude.  But,  the  quahty  in  which 
he  has  been  eminently  deficient,  and  to 
the  want  of  which  may  be  principally 
afcribed  all  the  late  calamities  ot  his 
life,  is  Political  courage  and  decifion.  In 
times  of  tranquillity  and  repofe,  this  de- 
fed:  might  not  have  been  perceived  ;  or, 
if  difcovered,  might  have  yet  been  limited 
in  its  effeds  :  in  tempeftuous  periods,  and 
popular  infurredions,  it  has  convulfed  the 
monarchy,  and  menaced  the  exiftence  of 
the  throne  itfelf. 

The  charade r  of  the  Queen,  though 
ftrongly  contrafled  with  that  of  Louis  the 
Sixteenth,  was  perhaps  ftill  more  calcu- 
lated to  alienate  the  affedions,  and  excite 
the  clamours  of  the  nation.  Of  a  figure 
favoured  by  nature,  and  adorned  by  gra- 
cious and  infinuating  manners,  fhe  was 
formed  to  attach  mankind.  The  fhort 
period  which  elapfed,    fubfequent  to  her 
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marriage  with  the  Dauphin,  in  1776,  afid 
previous  to  her  afcending  the  throne,  was 
marked  by  the  moft  general  partiahty,  and 
by  all  the  flattering  prognoftics  of  poetry 
and  genius,  who  anticipated  the  future  glo- 
ries and  felicity  of  her  reign*.  Her  educa- 
tion in  the  court  of  Vienna,  under  thefevere 
infpedion  of  Maria  Therefa,  a  Princefs 

*  It  was  during  this  brilliant  and  tranfitofy  portion  of  her 
life,  that  fhc  was  feenby  the  author  of  a  produftion,  which 
bas  recently  made  its  appearance  in  this  country  j  and  which, 
from  the  celebrity  of  the  writer,  as  well  as  from  the  intereft 
excited  by  the  fubjed  itfelf.  has  been  read  with  univerfal 
avidity.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  criticife,  or  to  appreciate 
the  merits  of  a  performance,  which  embraces  fo  many 
objefts,  and  ranges  over  fo  vaft  a  field,  as  the  late  Revolution 
in  France  opens  to  a  creative  imagination.  With  fome 
errors  and  fome  bleraiihes,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary exhibition  of  genius,  fancy,  and  in  many  parts, 
of  deep,  able,  and  judicious  reafoning.  Its  author  is  en- 
titled to  fomething  more  than  the  mere  approbation,  of 
every  man  who  refpecls  kingly  pov/er,  or  eftablifhed  Go- 
rernmcnt ;  and  who  deprecates  the  violence  of  popular  in- 
novation. Perhaps  the  portrait  of  the  Dauphinefs,  may  be 
too  highly  coloured  ;  but  it  is  the  colouring  of  Titian,  and 
not  of  a  common  artift.  Indeed,  thofe  who  remember  the 
prafent  Queen  before  the  death  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  muft 
admit,  that  Ihe  was  then  calculated  to  excite  fentiments  of 
perfonal  admiration  and  delight,  in  no  ordinary  degree. 

K  eminent 
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eminent  for  chaftity  and  piety,  feemed  in 
fbme  meafure,  to  guarantee  the  exigence 
of  thefe  qualities  in  her  daughter.  But, 
Maria  Antoinette  appears  to  have  inherited 
fcarce  any  of  the  charadleriftic  virtues,  or 
vices  of  the  Auftrian  family,  except  her 
attachment  ta  the  Houfe  from  whence  fhe 
fprung.  The  fond  predidions  of  adula- 
tion, offered  to  the  Dauphinefs,  were  not 
realized  by  the  Queen.  Her  levity  of 
manners;  her  expenfive  prodigality ;  her 
diffipations ;  her  attachments;  her  retire- 
ments ;  perhaps,  more  than  all  thefe  de- 
fecl:s,  her  fuppofed  abufe  of  the  afcendant, 
which  flie  had  acquired  and  preferved 
over  her  huiband,  gradually  eflranged  every 
order  of  the  people ;  and  eventually,  as 
the  public  embarraffments  augmented,  ren- 
dered her  generally  odious.  Her  actions 
were  examined,  with  the  moft  fevere  and 
unjuft  fpirit  of  national  enquiry.  Her  po- 
litical connexions  with  the  Imperial  am- 
baflador,  were  as  loudly  arraigned  on  one 
hand,  as  her  perfonal  intimacy  with  the 
Count  d'Artois,  was  ftrongly  cenfured  on 
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the  other.  Imputations,  the  moft  injuri- 
ous to  her  fame  as  a  woman  and  a  wife, 
were  added  to  accufations  of  her  difpo- 
fition  to  facrifice  the  intereft,  and  fquan- 
der  the  treafures  of  the  kingdom  over 
which  fhe  reigned,  in  order  to  aggrandize 
her  brother  the  Emperor.  She  was  ac- 
cufcd  of  minifteringto  the  weakneiTes,  and 
even  ftimulating  the  appetites  of  the  King, 
with  a  view  to  avail  herfelf  of  his  fond- 
nefs,  or  temporary  privation  of  reflexion. 

The  continual  vifits,  and  long  interviews 
which  Ihe  accorded  toMademoifelle  Bertin, 
excited   fentiments   of   difapprobation   in 
thofe,  who  thought  the  leifure  ofthefirfi: 
Queen  in  Europe,  indecently  thrown  away 
in  difquifitions  upon  a  cap,  or  confultations 
upon  a  handkerchief.    Her  purchafe  of  the 
palace  of  St.  Cloud,  in  the  midft  of  general 
pecuniary  diftrefs,  was  taxed  with  equal 
imprudence  and  profufion.  Her  frequent 
retirements  to  Trianon  were  ftigmatized, 
as  exhibiting  fcenes  unfit  for  the  public 
eye.     The   myfterious    and    inexplicable 
Iranfadtion,  relative  to  the  famous  neck- 
K  3  lace, 
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Uce,  aflertcd  to  have  been  purchafed  by 
her;    although   the    Cardinal   de   Rohan 
and   the  Comtefle  de  la  Motte  were  the 
vidlims  of  it,  yet  had  left  impreffions  dif- 
advantageous  to  her  honour,  in  the  minds 
of  a  nation,  difpofed  to  fee  all  her  adtiens 
through   an  unfavourable  medium.    Her 
prediledtion  for,   and  attachment   to  the 
Duchefs    de  Polign^c,   fuffered  the   moft 
malignant  comments  of  fatyrical  prejudice; 
and   the  liberal  donations,  or  high   em- 
ployments, with  which  that  family  was 
diftinguifhed,    neceffarily    added    to    the 
load  of  public  execration.     Thefe  accumu- 
lated topics  of  popular  inventive  and  anim- 
adverfion,  were   circulated  with  rapidity, 
and  received  with  equal  avidity,  by  an  ig- 
norant   and    credulous    multitude,     who 
filled  the  arcades  of  the  '*  Palais  Royal,** 
and  who  imbibed  the  moft  inveterate  de- 
teftation  of  their  Queen,  as  conceiving  her 
the  author  of  the  public  diftrefs.     They 
had  already,  in  fome  degree,  marked  her 
out  as  a  vid:im  to  the  general  indignation  ; 
and  anxioufly  waited  for  the  favourable 

pccaiion, 


(  h   ) 

OGcafion,  which  ftiould  liberate  the  Sove-^ 
reign  and  the  nation,  from  the  pretended 
evils  of  her  influence,  and  leave  Louis  the 
Sixteenth  to  the  impulfe  of  his  natural 
jbeneficence  and  affedlion  for  his  people. 

The  Count  de  Provence,  the  eldeft  of 
the  King's  two  brothers,  acted  a  very 
inferior  and  fubordinate  part  upon  this 
great  theatre.  Either  deftitute  of  talents 
to  excite  public  attention,  or  reprefling 
them  from  motives  of  prudence  and  fitua- 
tion,  he  appeared  only  in  the  back  ground  ; 
and  formed  a  contraft  to  the  impofing 
qualities,  which  diftinguifhed  the  Count 
d'Artois.  Of  a  figure  much  more  grace- 
ful and  elegant  than  either  of  his  brothers, 
this  Prince  was  like  wife  adorned  with 
more  dignified,  if  not  more  courteous 
manners.  Attached  to  the  Queen  from 
fimilarity  of  tafle  and  charader,  he  even 
exceeded  her  in  profufion,  expence,  and 
dillipation.  After  having  palTed  the  morn- 
ing on  the  *•  Plaine  de  Sablons,'*  in  the 
drefs  and  occupations  of  a  jockey,  he  only 
retired  from  thefe  fatigues,  to  repofe  in  the 
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arms  of  Mademoifelle  Contat.     His  little 
palace  of  "  Bagatelle,"  in  the  **  Bois  de 
Boulogne,"  was  at  once  the  fcene  of  the 
moft  refined  and  voluptuous  debauch,  and 
of  the  mpft   profligate   pleafures,   which 
luxury   could  devife   or   aflemble.     Two 
fons,  already  advancing  faft  towards  man- 
hood, and  whofe  conftitutions  feemed  to 
promife    vigorous    health,    attradled   the 
eyes  of  the  nation;  and  gave  him  a  mani- 
fefl  fuperiority  to  the  Count  de  Provence, 
whofe    marriage   had   not   been   fruitful. 
The  feeble  and  debilitated    flate  of  the 
Dauphin,    whofe  infirmities   already   ap- 
peared to  menace  a  premature  end,  left 
only  the  Duke  deNormandie,  between  him 
and  the  eventual  fucceffion  to  the  Crown. 
Though  not  endowed  with  any  eminent 
talents,  yet,  as  being  of  a  character  more 
decided  and  affirmative,    than   either  the 
King  or  the  Count  de  Provence,  he  came 
more   forward  to  public  view;    and   by 
his  adherence  to  the  Queen,    influenced 
very  confiderably  on  affairs  of  flate. 

At 
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At  a  greater  diilance  from  the  throne, 
but  decorated  with  the  title  of  Firfl:  Prince 
of  the  Blood,   was  feen  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans.    PolIefTed  of  an  imrhenfe  revenue, 
and  having  in  reverfion  all  the  domains  of 
his  father-in-law,  the  Duke  de  PenthievrCj 
he  might  be  eftemed  the  richeft  fubjed: 
in  Europe.     His  reputation  for  generofity 
and  munificence,  bore,  however,  no  pro- 
portion to  his  ample  pofleffions  :    on  the 
contrary,  though  profufe  in  the  gratifica- 
tion of  his  appetites,  he  was  accufed  by 
the  popular  voice,   of  an  intention  to  the 
arts  of  oeconomy,  unworthy  of  his  high 
birth  and  fplendid  fortune.     Emulous  of 
being    thought    to    refemble   Henry   the 
Fourth,  and  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans, 
from  both  of  which  Princes  he  derived  his 
defcent ;    he  had  no  fimilarity  to  either, 
except  in  the  foibles  which  Ihaded    the 
character  of  the  former,  and  in  the  vices 
which  diigraced  the  condud:  of  the  latter. 
The  beneficence,  the  heroic  valour,  and 
clemency  of  mind,    which  charaderifed 
the  King  of  Navarre,  were  not  to  be  traced 

in 


(     7i     ) 

in  his  degenerate  grandfon.  The  fublime 
talents,  the  military  genius,  and  the  va- 
rious endowments  of  a  ftatefman  and  a 
general,  which  combined  in  the  Regent, 
were  as  vainly  fought  in  the  Duke  of 
Orleans, 

Abandoned  to  pleafures    of  every  de- 
fcription,  he  yet  had  no  elevation  nor  re- 
finement  in  his   amufements.     His   per- 
fonal  courage,  which  had  fuftained  fome 
injury,  and   excited   fome  farcaftic  com- 
ments,   from  his  behaviour  under  d'Or- 
Villiers    in   1778,  had  not  been  retrieved 
by  his  unpropitious  attempt  to   fignalize 
himfelf,  when  he  accompanied  Charles  and 
Robert  into  the  air.    The  malignant  re- 
flexions,  formerly  thrown   out  upon  his 
intrepidity   as  a  naval  officer,   were  fol- 
lowed by  pafquinades  upon  his  fuppofed 
apprehenfions  in  the  balloon ;  and  he  was 
faid  to  have  been  as   unfortunate  in   the 
park  of  Meudon,   where  he  alighted  from 
his  aerial  excurfion,  as  he  had  been  at  an 
earlier  period  of  his  life,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  iflands  of  Ufhant.     Notwithftand- 
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ing  thefe  afperfions  and  defeds,  he  yet 
poffefled  qualities,  which  if  conduced  by 
judgment,  might  have  redeemed  him  from 
the  load  of  obloquy  under  which  he  was 
opprefled.  His  talents  were  certainly  above 
mediocrity;  his  mind  enlarged,  his  m.an- 
ners  condefcending  and  popular,  and  his 
underftanding  cultivated  by  letters,  and  an 
extenfive  acquaintance  with  mankind. 

He  was  the  only  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  wdio  had  ever  vifited  England  in 
perfon;  the  Duke  d'Alen9on,  brother  to 
Henry  the  Third  of  France,  having  been 
the  lafl:,  who  in  the  profecution  ot  his 
defign  to  marry  Elizabeth,  had  paffed  over 
into  thefe  kingdoms.  The  diforders  in 
the  finances,  and  the  defperate,  or  arbi- 
trary meafures,  to  which  the  Court  was 
neceflitated  perpetually  to  have  recourfe, 
in  order  to  raife  new  loans  and  obtain  fup- 
plies,  had  given  the  Duke  of  Orleans  an 
occafion,  of  which  he  gladly  availed  him- 
felf,  to  regain  his  long  loft  popularity. 
To  this  public  and  oftenfibie  caufe  of  his 
alienation  from  the  Court,  were  added 
L  fonie 
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fome  private  mifunderftandings  which  had 
their  origin  in  the  interference  of  the 
Queen,  to  prevent  an  alliance  which  was 
projeded,  between  the  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Count  d*Artois,  and  the  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  :  a  marriage,  which  it 
was  more  than  poffible,  might  eventually 
elevate  the  young  Princefs  to  the  Throne 
of  France.  Animated  and  Simulated  by 
thefe  motives,  he  feemed  to  awake  from 
the  dilTolute  pleafures  in  which  he  had 
been  plunged,  and  to  aiTume  the  more 
dignified  and  ingratiating  character,  of  an 
oppofer  of  defpotifm,  and  a  protedlor  of 
the  people.  This  change  of  condud:  foon 
produced  its  full  effed: ;  and  he  pafTed 
wit!:-  the  moft  rapid  tranfition,  from  the 
contempt  and  reprobation  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Paris,  to  the  heighth  of  favour 
and  general  attachment. 

Such  was  the  afped:  which  the  Court  of 
Verfailles  prefented  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1787,  and  fuch  were  the  prin- 
cipal charaders  and  perfonages  of  which  it 
was  compofed.   The  fources  of  difcontent, 
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and  even  of  revolt  and  infurredticn,  were 
numerous  and  augmenting.  The  ordinary 
channels  of  revenue  v/ere  either  dried 
up,  or  had  become  inadequate  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  Government.  Recourfe 
was  therefore  reludlantly  had,  to  other 
modes  of  obtaining  fupphes  ;  and  the  con- 
vocation of  the  "  Notables*'  was  propofed 
by  Calonne  to  the  King,  and  adopted 
immediately,  as  the  only  remaining  ex- 
pedient. 

In  thefe  critical  circumftances  of  per- 
plexity   and   diftrefs,  Vergennes,    whofe 
high  reputation  and  fuperior  talents,  had 
hitherto  difFufed  a  luftre  over  the  councils 
of  France,  and  alone  fuflained  the  totter- 
ing load  of  public  credit  and  national  gran- 
deur: this  celebrated  Minifter,  the  fucceflbr 
of  Maurepas,    and  who,  lince  his  death, 
had  during  eight  years,  held  the  firft  place 
in   the  Adminiftration,   was  removed  by 
death  from  a  fcene,  to  which  all  his  abi- 
lities would  probably  have  been  found  un- 
equal.    Fortunate  in  his  alliances,   in  his 
wars,  in  his  negociations,  in  his  acquifi- 
L  2,  tion 
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tion   of  fame,    in    the   enjoyment  of  thfe 
royal  favour  and  the  popular  opinion  ;  he 
was  yet  more  happy,  in  not  furviving  thefe 
frail  and  uncertain  pofTeffions.     Unlike  to 
Louvois  and  to  Fleury,  he  neither  forfeited 
the  affed:ion  of  his  Sovereign,  nor  outlived 
his  own  talents  and  capacity.     Admired, 
regretted,  and  lamented,  his  death  feemed 
to  be  the  fignal,  which  unloofed  the  jarring 
elements   of  civil  commotion,  and  which 
marked  the  aera  of  the  extincftion  of  tran- 
quillity and  obedience. 

The  difmiffion  of  Calonne  followed  in 
a  few  weeks  ;  and  the  elevation  of  an  ec- 
cleliaftic,  the  Archbifhop  of  Touloufe,  to 
the    fupreme    controul    of   the    finances, 
whatever   expectations    it    might   at    firft 
awaken,  of  alleviation  and   redrefs,   only 
tended  in  the  event  to  aggravate  the  na- 
tional calamities,  and  to  encreafe  the  po- 
pular difcontent.     New  fyftems,    equally 
unproductive  as  the  preceding,  and  only 
calculated    for  temporary  relief,    afforded 
neither  a  remedy  to  the  prelTmg  neceilities 
of  the  court,  nor  to  the  clamorous  griev- 
ances 
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ances  of  the  people.  The  **  Notables'* 
were  found  to  be  equally  incompetent  and 
averfe,  to  adduce  any  cure  for  thefe  mul- 
tiplied diftempers  of  the  flate.  They  were 
therefore  dilTolved  ;  and  the  nation  al- 
ready began  to  demand  an  affembly  of 
the  *'  States  General,"  as  the  laft  and  only 
meafure,  competent  to  extricate  and  re- 
trieve them,  from  the  danger  of  impending 
bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

But  the  troubles  and  internal  feuds  of 
the    Dutch    commonwealth,     which  had 
been  long  nourifhed  and  fed  by  the  poli- 
tical liberality  of  the  cabinet  of  Verfailles ; 
which  had  grown  up  under  the  foftering 
hand  of  Vergennes,  and  which  a  feries  of 
deep  and  artful  negociations  had  inflamed 
and  augmented,  now  approached  rapidly 
to   their   crifis.     Never    could  they   have 
attained  to  their  maturity,  at  a  more  in- 
aufpicious  moment  for  France  ;   and  never 
was  the  triumph  of  fortune  over  the  ma- 
chinations of  policy,  more  confpicuoully 
exemplified. 

William 
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William  the  Fifth,   Prince   of  Orange, 
poffefled  the  Stadtholderate  of  the  United 
Provinces.     Allied  by  name,    rather  than 
by  blood,  to  the  great  Houfe  of  NalTau, 
fo  fertile  in  heroes  and  in  legiflators,  few 
traces  of  the  fublime  qualities  which  have 
rendered  that  family  immortal,    were    to 
be  difcovered  in  their  fuccciTor.    But,  in 
the   Princefs  his   wife,    fprung    from  the 
union  of  the  houfes  of  Brandenburg  and 
NafTau,  the  charad;erifl:ic  energy  of  both 
was  vilible.     Driven  out  of  the  Province 
of  Holland,  by  the  indignities  and  infults, 
with   which    the   republican   fadtion   had 
treated  the  Prince,  whom  they  had  com- 
pelled to   retire    to  Nimeguen  ;    flie  had 
the  courage  to  fet  out  for  the  Hague,  and, 
unattended  by  any  guards,   to  traverfe   a 
hoilile  country,  in  the  hope  of  adjufting 
by  her  prefence,  addrefs,  and  flexibility, 
the  points  in  difpute  between  her  huiband 
and  the  States,     hi  this  arduous  and  de- 
licate    attem^pt   flie    was    fruftrated,    and 
even  her  perfon  laid  under  an  arreil,  by  the 
brutality  of  one  of  the   military  officers, 
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in  the  fervice  of  the  Repubh'c.  Obliged 
to  abandon  her  project,  and  to  return  to 
Nimegiien,  fhe  invoked  the  proted:ion 
and  afliftance  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  to 
re-inftate  the  exiled  Stadtholder  in  the 
hereditary  dignities  and  offices,-  of  which 
he  had  been  fo  unjuftly,  and  unconftitu- 
tionally  deprived.  It  was  not  to  her  uncle 
that  fhe  addrefTed  thefe  entreaties.  The 
great  Frederick  was  no  more  :  he  had 
paid  the  common  tribiite  to  mortality, 
and  had  expired  atPotzdam  in  Auguft  1 7 86, 
under  the  accumulating  weight  of  age  and 
difeafes.  But,  though  he  no  longer  ani- 
mated in  perfon  the  councils  of  Berlin,  the 
vigour  of  his  genius  furvived  :  it  feemed 
even  to  have  attained  new  force  in  the  hands 
of  a  Sovereign,  whofe  more  adtive  period 
of  life,  led  him  to  adopt  meafures  of  de- 
cifion,  and  whofe  near  relationlhip  to  the 
Princefs  of  Orange,  Simulated  him  to 
warmer  exertions  in  her  behalf. 

The  jundure  was  favourable  to  the 
Pruffian  interpolition ;  and  England,  under 
the  aufpices   of    a  Minifter,    prompt  to 
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feize  the  occafion  of  again  re-appearing 
with  dignity  and  efFedt  on  the  Continent, 
avowedly  joined  and  aided  the  attack,  upon 
the  enemies  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange.  An 
army  of  about  fifteen  thoufand  men,  com- 
manded by  the  iirft  military  genius  in  Eu- 
rope, the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  entered 
the  territories  of  the  States  General,  in 
September,  1787,  and  over-ran  with  the 
fame  rapidity,  that  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
had  done  in  the  lafl  century,  the  pro- 
vince of  Holland.  Amfterdam  itfelf,  the 
centre  of  difaffediion,  and  the  laft  afylum 
of  the  French  and  republican  factions, 
after  a  fhort  and  inejflre(5lual  ftruggle,  capi- 
tulated, and  received  the  conqueror.  A 
complete,  but  almoft  bloodlefs  revolution 
was  effed:ed;  and  the  Hague,  fo  long  a 
prey  to  difcord  and  to  animolity,  faw  the 
Stadtholder  return,  and  occupy  his  high 
ftation,  with  every  expreflion  of  loyalty 
and  attachment. 

France,  embarralTed,  and  incapable  from 
her  domeftic  misfortunes,  of  interfering 
either  with  honour  to  herfelf,  or  efficacy  to 
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her  friends,  though  (lie  appeared  to  mak«2 
a  feeble  effort  in  their  favour,  yet  ulti- 
mately gave  way  to  the  ftorm,  and  con- 
fented  to  difarm  ;  nay  more,  publicly  to 
deny  her  having  ever  intended  to  fuftain 
that  party,  in  whofc  fupport  flie  had  ex- 
pended her  trealures,  and  for  whom,  in 
more  aufpicious  acras,  (lie  would  have  in- 
volved Europe  in  blood  and  hoftility. 
The  high  reputation  which  {o  fignal  a 
fuccefs  reflected  on  the  councils  of  Great 
Britain,  was  contrafled  and  rendered  more 
fplendid,  by  a  comparifbn  with  the  fallen 
ftate  of  her  ancient  rival,  who,  only  a  few 
years  preceding  thefe  events,  in  conjunc- 
.  tion  with  America,  had  feemed  to  give 
laws  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The 
energy  and  wife  precaution  of  the  Minifler 
did  not,  however,  remit  its  vigilance,  or 
content  itfclf  with  having  liberated  the 
Dutch  Republic,  and  reinfbated  the  Stadt- 
holder.  Attentive  to  profit  of  this  fortu- 
nate and  propitious  moment,  and  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  gratitude,  with  which  the 
afliftance  extended  to  Holland  had  equally 
M  impreiled 
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impreired  the  Government  and  the  people, 
he  cemented  thoie  fentiments,  by  imme- 
diately framing,  and  eventually  concluding 
a  defenlive  treaty  with  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. It  was  ligned  in  April,  1788,  and 
was  evidently  built  on  the  model  of  that, 
which  had  been  terminated  under  the  au- 
Ipices  of  Vergennes,  between  France  and 
Holland,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1785.  Reciprocal  fuccours,  naval  and  mi- 
litary, were  iL'pulated ;  and  the  bands  of 
political  union  were  drawn  as  clofe,  as 
human  wifdom  and  mutual  intereft  could 
devife. 

This  alliance,  fo  much  approved,  and 
fo  highly  beneficial  to  England,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  fecond,  fimilar  in  its  tenor, 
nature,  and  tendency,  between  the  Courts 
of  St.  James's  and  Berlin,  which  was  rati- 
fied in  the  month  of  Auguft,  of  the  fame 
year.  They  had  been  preceded  by  a  fub- 
lidiary  treaty,  between  England  and  the 
Landgrave  of  Hefle,  which  enabled  the 
former  power,  on  the  payment  of  a  cer- 
tain  annual    fum,    to  demand    from   the 
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latter,  at  a  very  fliort  notice,  a  body   of 
twelve  thoufand  troops. 

Thus,  in  the  fpace  of  only  four  years, 
which  might  be  faid  to  have  elapfed  fince 
the  complete  triumph  of  the  Sovereign 
and  the  nation  over  the  **  Coalition,"  had 
Great  Britain,  under  the  conduit  of  a  Minif- 
ter,  who  had  not  yet  attained  his  thirtieth 
year,  rifen  from  a  ilate  of  unexampled  de- 
preflion,  to  her  ancient  fuperiority  among 
the  European  kingdoms.  The  finances  had 
been  re-eftablifhed,  by  a  fyftem  of  unre- 
mitting and  fevere  ceconomy.  Commerce, 
aided  and  emancipated  by  the  wife  regu- 
lations of  an  enlarged  policy,  opened  new 
lources,  and  navigated  feas  hitherto  un- 
known or  unexplored,  in  the  profecution 
of  its  objects.  Public  credit  attained  a 
point  of  elevation  and  permanence,  un- 
parelleled  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
unfortunate  war  with  America,  The 
councils  of  England,  condudled  on  prin- 
ciples, not  of  a  crooked  duplicity,  but  of 
redtitude  and  magnanimity,  excited  re- 
fpedt  and  approbation  in  the  furrounding 
M  2  ftates, 
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flates,  while  they   difFufed  profperity  and 
felicity  over  every  part  of  the  ifland. 

Political  alliances  and  connexions  on  the 
Continent,  added  the  proIpe(51:  of  ftability 
to  every  meafure,  which  was  calculated  for 
internal  fecurity  or  commercial  advantage. 
Thecalamities  of  Lord  North's  Adminiftra- 
tion,  and  the  anarchy  which  fucceeded  that 
unfortunate  period  :  the  defalcation  of  thir- 
teen provinces,  and  of  both  the  Floridas 
from  the  empire;  the  difgraces  of  Sara- 
toga, and  of  the  Chefapeake  j  the  tumults, 
and  conflagration  of  London:  in  a  word, 
the  varied  and  accumulated  misfortunes, 
which  for  a  long  feries  of  years  opprelled, 
and  had  almoft  overwhelmed  the  com- 
monwealth, were  already  erafed  from  the 
recolledion.  A  mild  and  happy  calm  had 
fmoothed  thefe  troubled  waves.  The 
Sovereign  was  defervcdly  dear  to  every 
rank  and  order  of  his  fubje(5ls,  w^ho  united 
in  regarding  him  as  their  father  and  bene- 
fad:or.  The  Government,  beloved  at 
hom.e,  was  refpe(fled  abroad :  and  the 
people,    happy    beyond    the    example    qf 

former 
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former  times,  looked  up  with  equal  afFec- 
tion  and  veneration,  towards  the  fource  of 
thefe  multiplied  benefits. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  flattering  afpe^l 
of  affairs,  an  unexpecfled  and  difaftrous 
change  was  preparmg  to  m?nifeft  itfdf, 
which  no  human  prudence  could  have 
forefeen,  or  precautions  delayed.  We 
were  deftined  to  experience  in  its  fullefl 
extent,  the  mutability  of  fortune,  and  the 
fragility  of  greatnefs ;  to  hold  out  a  me- 
morable leiibn  to  our  own,  and  to  future 
times,  that  the  fplendor  and  felicity  of 
man,  however  folid  the  foundations  on 
which  they  may  feem  to  repofe,  are  in 
the  hands  of  a  fuperior  Being,  who  con- 
fers, or  Withdraws  them  in  an  inltant.  I 
am  arrived  at  that  awful  and  affe (fling 
period,  when  the  feelings  of  all  thofe 
who  fnall  perufe  thefe  llieets,  will  antici- 
pate my  own;  and  which,  from  a  variety 
of  motives,  I  lliould  wilh  to  cover  under 
a  veil  of  oblivion,  if  the  publicity  of  the 
great  leading  faCls,  and  flill  more,  if  the 
inftrudtion  conveyed  by  the  narration  itfelf, 

as 
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as  one  of  the  mofi:  interefting  portions  of 
modern  annals,  did  not  fuperfede  my 
perfonal  inclinations.  It  is  not,  however, 
cither  in  my  plan  or  my  intention,  to  re- 
late the  private  hiftory  of  that  extraordi- 
nary period;  or  to  drag  into  daylight  fads 
and  anecdotes,  which,  curious  and  enter- 
taining as  they  muft  appear  to  pofterity, 
are,  in  every  fenfe,  unfit  for  the  perufal 
of  the  prefent  age.  Sentiments  of  duty, 
delicacy,  and  refped,  towards  a  Prince  in- 
cxprefTibly  dear  to  his  people  :  towards  a 
Queen,  who  during  near  thirty  years,  and 
in  every  relation  of  domeftic  life,  has  been 
blamelcfs  and  exemplary  :  towards  thofe 
illuftrious  perfons,  on  whom  the  fceptre 
of  George  the  Third  muft,  in  the  ordinary 
progrefs  of  events,  at  fome  future,  and  as 
we  truft,  far  diflant  period,  devolve  :  even 
motives  of  prudence,  decorum,  and  pro- 
priety, arrefh  my  pen;  and  prevent  me 
from  fhading  a  picture,  the  outline  only 
of  which  it  is  either  wife  or  necelTary,  to 
hold  up  to  the  public  eye,  placed  as  we 
are  fo  near  the  objed:. 

The 
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The  very  nature  of  the  fubjecl  Is,  indeed, 
fuch  as  to  add  pecuHar  embarraffments,  to 
thofe  general  ones,  which  prefent  them- 
felves  in  the  way  of  every  man,  who  ihall 
venture  to  relate  the  tranfadiions   of  the 
time  in  which  he  lives,  and  of  which  he 
forms  himfcif,  though  an  imperceptible, 
yet  a  real   and  efficient  part.     Nor  is  it, 
even,a  fufficient  juftification  or  inducement 
to  undertake  fuch  a  taik,  that  the  mild  ge- 
nius of  the  century  in  which  we  write,  or 
the  freedom  which  enables  us  to  di(5tate 
without  apprehenfion,    appear  to  liberate 
us  from  every  reftraint.   There  are  feelings 
in  a  generous  mind,  anterior  to  all  written 
law,  and  far  fuperior  in  their  operation  to 
thofe  regulations,  which  are  impofed  by 
Courts  of  Judicature,  or  legiflative  bodies. 
It  is  to  thefe  reftridlions  that  I  fhall  fub- 
jed:  my  pen,  while  the  great  chain  of  events 
may  yet  be  prefented  to  the  Englifh  peo- 
ple, and  the  fidelity  of  hiftorical  truth  be 
preferved  inviolate.  "  Ut,  non  modocafus, 
eventufque  rerum,  qui  plerumque  fortuiti 
funt,  fed  ratio  etiam,  caulfaequenofcantur.'' 
Like  thefublime  writer  whom  I  have  jufi: 

cited. 
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cited,  and  who  flourillied  under  the  golden 
reign  of  Trajan,  we  too,  **  rara  temporum 
felicitate,  iibi  fentire  quae  velis,  et  quae 
fentias  dicere  hcet,'*  may,  unawed  by- 
power,  affix  the  fentiment  of  approbation 
and  of  cenfure,  in  conformity  to  our  own 
convidiion.  Such  is-,  equally  my  defign  and 
my  determination.  But  it  is  only  for  thofe, 
who  can  elevate  their  minds  above  the  little 
partialities  and  prejudices  of  the  day,  that 
it  belongs  to  appreciate  the  performance 
of  this  promife  j  and  to  decide,  how  far 
the  prefent  work  may  venture  to  lay 
claim  to  any  portion  of  Roman  energy  and 
freedom,  or  how  far  the  immortal  writ- 
ings of  antiquity  would  be  fullied  and  de- 
graded, by  a  comparifon  with  this  pro- 
dud:ion. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  or  to  parallel, 
in  the  hiflory  of  the  prefent  century,  a 
period  of  more  perfed:  ferenity,  than  that 
which  England  prefented  in  the  autumn  of 
1788.  The  King,  accompanied  by  the 
Queen,  and  furrounded  by  his  family,  after 
having  tried  the  effeds  of  a  relaxation 
from  public  bufinefs,  and  of  the  medi- 
cinal 
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cinal  waters  of  Cheltenham,  had  returned 
toWindfor;  not,    indeed,    in    a  Hate    of 
vigorous     health,    but    by    no   means   in 
any  fuch  declining  ftate  of  indifpofuion, 
as   to  excite   alarm    among   his  fubjedlis. 
The  Prince  of  Wales,  as  ufual,  paiTed  the 
fummer  at  his  Marine  Pavillion,  at  Bright- 
helmftone.      Mr.    Pitt,   occupied    in   the 
functions  of  his  flation,   was  detained  in 
the   vicinity   of  the  capital ;  while    Mr. 
Fox,  whofe  faculties  of  body  and  mind 
had  been  not  a   little  exercifed  and  ex- 
haufted,  by  a  toilfome  attendance  in  Covent 
Garden,  during  the  extreme  heats  of  Augufl, 
which  was  thought  requifite  to  fecure  the 
ele(5tion  of  Lord  John  Townfend,  as  mem- 
ber for  Weftminfler ;  indulged  a  degree  of 
necelTary  repofe,  and  withdrew  for  a  fliort 
time  from  the  hurry  of  political  life.     He 
quitted  England,   and  repaired   to  Swit- 
zerland and  Italy,  as  a  fcene  calculated  to 
amufe    and  entertain,    while   it   reftored 
and   invigorated  a  conftitution,  impaired 
by  conflant  exertion.   The  great  leaders 
of  miniftry  and  oppofition,   having  laid 
N  afide 
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ajfide  their  political  animofities,  were  dif- 
perfedin  peaceful  inactivity,  over  every  part 
of  the  kingdom.  From  this  ftate  of  public 
recreation  and  felicity,  the  nation  was 
rudely  and  fuddenly  awoke,  by  the  reports 
of  his  Majefty  being  attacked  with  an  un- 
expedled  and  dangerous  illnefs.  The 
precife  nature  of  it  w^as  for  feveral  days 
unafcertained  and  unexplained,  even  to 
thofe  whofe  refidence  near  the  court,  fiiould 
have  enabled  them  to  obtain  early  and  au- 
thentic information.  Meanwhile,  fame 
augmented  the  evil,  and  the  death  of  the 
Sovereign  was  believed  to  have  either 
already  taken-  place,  or  to  be  imminent 
or  inevitable. 

The  grief  and  diftracftion  which  were 
manifefted  in  every  part  of  the  ifland, 
on  the  publication  of  this  calamitous 
event,  can  be  only  compared  with  that 
of  the  Roman  people,  on  the  news  of 
Germanicus  being  feized  with  mortal 
fymptoms  at  Antioch;  as  the  diflrefs- 
ful  fituation  of  the  Queen,  bore  fome 
refemblance     to     that      of     Agrippina. 

^'Paflim 
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■'*  Paffim  iilentia  et  gemitus,  nihil  compo- 
iitum  in  oftentationem  ;  et  quanquam  ne- 
que  inlignibus  lugentium  abflinerent,  al- 
tius  animis  moerebant."  Time,  however, 
gradually  divulged  the  truth,  and  changed 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  nation  for  the 
Situation  of  the  Kino;.  His  diforder  was 
underftood  to  have  fallen  upon  the  brain, 
and  to  have  produced,  as  might  be  cx- 
pedled,  a  temporary  privation  of  reafon. 
As  the  caufe  of  this  alienation  of  mind 
was  extraneous  and  violent,  it  might  be 
hoped,  that  it  could  only  be  of  fhort  dura- 
tion: but  the  ilTue  was  uncertain,  while 
the  fufpenfion  of  all  government,  and  of 
every  function  attached  to  the  kingly  dig- 
nity, was  immediate  and  indifputable.  A 
fpecies  of  interregnum,  in  fad:  took  place ; 
though  unaccompanied  by  any  of  thofe 
circumftances,  which  ufually  charaderize 
and  accompany  that  unfortunate  flate.  The 
kingdom,  anxious,  and  with  eyes  direded 
towards  their  Sovereign,  betrayed  no  fymp- 
toms  of  confuiion,  anarchy ,  or  civil  commo- 
iipn.  The  Firft  Minifter  continued  to  exer- 
N  2  cife. 
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cife,  by  a  general  fubmifHon  and  confent,  the 
powers  delegated  to  him  before  the  King's 
indifpofition  ;  and  the  poKtical  machine, 
well  conflrudied,  and  properly  organized i 
fuftained  no  derangement  or  injury  what- 
foever  from  this  fliock,  except  thofe  infe- 
parably  conneded  with  delay  in  the  tranf- 
acflions  or  negociations,  pending  with 
foreign  courts. 

Meanwhile,  the  Heir  to  the  monarchy 
had  quitted  Brighthelmftone,  on  the  firft 
information  of  his  father's  malady,  and  re- 
paired to  Wiudfor,  whither  he  was  fol- 
low^ed  by  the  Duke  of  York.  Phyficians 
were  called  in,  though  ineffecftually ;  and  as 
the  nature  of  the  diltem^pcr  and  of  its  final 
termination,  opened  a  wide  lield  to  conjee* 
ture,  change,  and  alteration,  an  exprefs  was 
fent  to  overtake  Mr.  Fox,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  Continent  he  might  be  found  ;  and 
to  intreat,  that  he  would  return  without 
delay  to  England. 

The  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  con- 
fequence    of  the  preceding  prorogation, 
met  in  a  few  days  fubfequent  to  thefe  ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary  events.  The  general  agitation 
and  curiofity,  even  if  they  had  not  been 
aided  by  other  emotions  of  hope  and  fear, 
of  ambition,  and  of  public  duty,  would 
alone  have  produced  a  numerous  attend- 
ance. Mr.  Pitt  opened  the  fubjed:  of 
their  meeting,  in  a  very  concife  and  pathetic 
manner;  lamented  the  occafion,  expreifed 
his  hope  that  the  caufe  would  fpeedily  be 
removed,  and  in  purfuance  of  that  idea, 
advifed  an  immediate  adjournment  for  a 
fortnight.  The  propofition  was  received 
in  deep  filence,  by  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  and  alTented  to  in  mute  acquief- 
cence.  Their  leader  was  not  yet  arrived  ; 
and  confequently  time  was  wanted,  to  ad- 
jufl:  oud  determine  on  their  plan  of  action, 
under  circumftances  fo  delicate  and  unpre- 
cedented. In  the  interval  which  took 
place,  his  Majefty  was  removed  to  the 
palace  of  Kevv.  The  Prince  of  Wales  re- 
turned to  Carlton  Houfe ;  and  Mr.  Fox, 
impatiently  expected,  after  a  journey 
which  he  performed  with  incredible  ex- 
pedition from  Bologna,  in  a  very  infirm 

and 
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and  difordered  ftate  of  health,  arrived  ia 
London,  and  alTumed  his  juft  pre-emi- 
nence in  the  counfels  of  his  party. 

Thofe  counfels  evinced  their  nature  and 
pbject,  as  foon  as  the  late  adjournment  was 
at    an   end ;    and  Mr.    Fox,    generoufly, 
though  perhaps  injudicioufly,  ftepping  for- 
ward in  the  fenate,   rather  laid  claim  to 
the  vacant  fceptre,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  the  Heir  Apparent,  as  belonging 
and  devolving  to  him  of  right ;  than  pre- 
ferred his  pretenfions  with  modefty  and 
fubmiffion,  at  the  bar  of  the  affembled  na- 
tion. Perhaps  a  ftep  more  injurious  to  the 
great  perfonage  whom  it  was  intended  to 
ferve,  or  more  pregnant  with  confequences 
to  be  deprecated,  of  every  kind,  couM  not 
have  been  devifed  or  executed.     Perhaps, 
too,  when  time  fhall  have  withdrawn  that 
curtain,  which  is  ftill  ftretched  acrofs  thefe 
recent  and  interefting  events,  we  may  dif- 
cover,  that  in  advancing  fo  unqualified  a 
demand  of  the  regency,  he   did  not  prcr 
cifely  follow  the  didates  of  his  own  ele- 
vated mind,   and   illuminated  judgment. 

It 
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It  awakened  a  jealous  fpirit  of  enquiry,  into 
the  fuppofed  origin  and  foundation  of  that 
ailerted  right,  in  the  breafts  even  of  the  moll: 
liberal  and  unprejudiced.  It  compelled 
Adminiltration,  to  probe  that  problematical 
and  obfcure  part  of  the  Britifh  Conftitu- 
tion.  It  reminded  thofe,  to  whom  the 
writings  of  Shakefpear  were  familiar,  of 
that  affeding  and  pathetic  fcene,  where 
Henry  the  Fourth,  under  a  temporary 
privation  of  his  faculties,  finds  on  his 
recovery,  that  his  eldeft  fon  has  carried 
away  the  infigaia  of  his  royal  dignity, 
which,  had  he  only  waited  a  few  hours, 
would  have  been  his  by  devolution. 

The  difcernm.ent  of  Mr.  Pitt  faw,  and  in- 
ftantly  enabled  him  to  profit,  of  this  error  in 
his  antagonirt.  He  demanded  the  difcufiion 
and  decifion  of  fo  great  and  leading  a 
principle,  which  led  to  conclufions  un- 
limited and  undefined,  as  well  as  fubver- 
five  of  the  tenure,  on  which  a  King  of 
England  had  originally  received  his  crown  ; 
previous  to  any  ulterior  difpofition  and 
diftribution   of   offices.     He    was    joined 
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by  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  in  this  re- 
quilition,  and  thus  commenced  his  refifl-^ 
ance,  under  aufpices  and  circumftances  pe- 
cuharly  fortunate.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  already  rendered  fenfible 
of  the  injury  which  his  caufe  had  fuflained, 
in  Parliament  and  among  the  people,  by 
Mr.  Fox's  unqualified  claim  of  right, 
endeavoured  to  wave  and  prevent  all  fur- 
ther difcuffion  of  fo  invidious  a  fubjedt. 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  Duke  of  York, 
in  his  brother's  name,  and  by  his  autho- 
rity, renounced  any  fuch  alTumption  of 
power,  and  made  this  public  declaration 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Nor  was  Mr. 
Fox's  attempt  to  qualify  his  firll  afler- 
tion,  and  to  give  it  a  more  mitigated  fenfe, 
received  with  better  fuccefs  in  the  other 
Houfe.  Parliament,  roufed  to  a  fenfe 
of  the  neceffity  of  declaring  itfelf  folely 
competent  to  fill  the  vacant  throne,  pro^ 
ceeded  to  that  great  adl,  without  cir- 
cumlocution or  delay;  and  having  pro- 
nounced upon  this  important  preliminary, 
then  decided,   that  the   Prince  of  Wales 

fhould 
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fhoulJ  be  invited  and  requeued  to  accept 
the  Regency,  under  certain  limitations. 

The  month  of  December  elapfed  in  thefe 
contefts,  and  the  year  1789  commenced 
under  the  moft  gloomy  prefages.  Mutual 
afperity  and  reproach  embittered  every  de- 
bate. No  appearances  of  convalefcence  or 
recovery,  fo  ardently  anticipated  by  the 
nation,  had  yet  manifefled  themfelves  in 
the  malady  of  the  King.  In  addition  to  the 
keened  fenfations  of  private  diftrefs,  as  a 
mother  and  a  wife,  the  Queen  faw  herfelf 
on  the  point  of  being  placed  in  the  moft 
painful,  though  indifpenfably  necelTary 
fituation  ;  that  of  being  entrufted  with  the 
care  of  the  Royal  Perfon,  and  of  ftanding 
in  a  fort  of  rivality  and  competition  to 
her  eldeft  fon.  The  Prince,  who  afpired  to 
a  Regency,  unfettered  by  any  reftrictions, 
betrayed  in  his  reply  to  a  letter,  which  the 
Firft  Minifter  addreffed  to  him,  and  in 
which  the  great  features  of  that  intended 
delegation  of  the  Royal  powTr  were  deli- 
neated, his  warm  refentment  and  diftatif- 
fad:ion,  at  many  of  thofe  defalcations. 
O  He 
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He  concluded,  however,  by  reludantly 
and  coldlj  confenting  to  receive  it,  cur- 
tailed and  degraded  as  it  might  be,  by 
Minifterial  or  Parliamentary  diilruft. 

A  fecond  examination  of  the  phyficians, 
who  had  attended  his  Majefty  during  the 
courfe  of  his  diforder,  which  took  place 
before  a  Committer  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  which  was  certainly  not  con-*; 
duded  on  the  part  of  Oppofition,  with 
either  delicacy  or  judgment,  tended  to 
throw  very  little  light  on  the  great  objedl 
of  public  enquiry;  the  probable  duration 
.and  period  of  this  affiid:ing  malady.  Mr. 
Pitt  conftantly  and  warmly  maintained, 
the  probability  of  its  happy  termination ; 
and  regarding  it  as  neither  diftant  nor 
hopelefs,  made  the  refumption  of  the  Royal 
power  by  the  Sovereign  with  facility  and 
celerity,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  enabled 
to  wield  the  fceptre,  the  firfl  and  leading 
principle  of  all  his  meafures  and  propo- 

iitions. 

The  adherents  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

faw  the  profped:  of  his  father's  recovery 

through 
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through  a  very  different  medium,  and 
conceived  of  it  not  only  as  improbable, 
but  as  hourly  augmenting  in  that  im- 
probability. They  were  fuftaincd  in  this 
opinion  by  Warren,  as  the  Minifter  was 
confirmed  in  his  oppofite  fentiment,  by 
Willis;  two  phyficians,  on  Vv^hofe  contra- 
didlory  prognoftics  and  apprehenlions 
each  party  implicitly  relied.  The  former, 
at  the  fummit  of  his  profeffion,  and  un*- 
queflionably  poffeffed  of  great  medical 
{kill,  was  yet  accufed  by  the  public  voice, 
of  leaning  in  his  inclination  towards  the 
party  of  the  Prince.  The  latter,  brought 
from  a  diftant  province,  to  attend  the  So- 
vereign under  his  fevere  diforder,  and 
having  been  peculiarly  converfant  in  that 
fpecies  of  difeafe,  boldly  and  early  af- 
ferted,  that  he  entertained  fcarcely  any 
doubts  of  the  King's  perfed:  re-eflablifh- 
ment,  at  no  remote  period.  The  event 
fully  juftified  his  predi<fl:ion. 

Meanwhile,    the    introduclion    of    the 

proportions,  upon  which  the  Regency  Bill 

was  meant  to  be  founded,  and  the  reftric- 

tions   intended  to   be  impofed,  upon  the 

O  2  power 
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power  of  the  future  Regent,  which  were 
brought  forward  by  the  Firft  Minifter  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  carried  the  rage 
and  virulence  of  party  to  its  utmoft  height. 
The  negation  of  the  power  of  creating 
Peers :  the  nomination  of  a  council  to 
ailill:  the  Queen  :  and  the  complete  referv- 
ation  of  the  Royal  houfehold,  were  all 
arraigned  and  condemned  in  the  warmeil 
terms,  by  Mr.  Fox,  as  dictated  only 
by  ambition,  and  not  originating  in  ftate 
neceffity,  or  even  in  regard  to  the  iituation 
of  the  Monarch.  The  hiftory  of  France, 
under  the  unhappy  reign  of  Charles  the 
Sixth,  was  cited,  as  bearing  a  manifeft 
refemblance  to  the  prefent  difaflrous  pe- 
riod ;  and  a  Queen,  equally  venerated  and 
beloved  by  the  nation,  was  compared  to 
the  unnatural  Ifabella  of  Bavaria;  as  her 
fon  the  Dauphin's  abandoned  and  perfe- 
cuted  flate,  \vas  alTerted  to  be  limilar  to 
that  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Unmoved  by  thefe  inved:ives,  and  fuf- 
tained  by  confcious  rectitude  of  intention, 
the  Minifter Iteadily  purfued  his  way;  nor 
was  he,  in  this  critical  and  diilrefTing  mo- 
ment 
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mcnt,  deferted  by  either  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament. The  Chancellor,  who,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  King's  illnefs,  had 
been  fuppofed  to  have  liftened  to  propofals 
for  forming  a  part  of  a  new  A dminift ra- 
tion ;  anxious  to  evince  the  falfehood  of 
fo  unjufl:  anafperfion,  and  to  give  the  moft 
unequivocal  proofs  of  loyalty  and  of  adhe- 
rence to  his  Sovereign,  under  the  prefent 
circumflances,  collected  all  the  energy  of 
his  mind,  in  the  various  appeals,  which 
he  fuccefsfully  made,  to  the  honour  and 
patriotifm  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

In  this  ftage  of  the  public  bufinefs,    at  a 
moment  when  the  King's  fituaticn  appeared 
moft  to  exclude  hope,  and  while  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  were  fully  occupied,  in  fram- 
ing the  principal  component  parts  of  the 
adt,  which  was  to  eftablifh  the  Regency, 
Mr.  Fox  withdrew  from  the  fcene,  and 
quitting  London,  retired  to  Bath.    His  dif- 
ordered  ftate  of  health  was  affigned  as  a 
pretext  for  this  feceliion,  at  fo  extraordinary 
and  critical  a  jundture ;  but  the  public  con- 
ceived the  motives  of  it  to  originate,  in  very 

different 
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different  caufes.  DifTention  and  jealoufy 
had  already  pervaded  the  counfels  of  Carl- 
ton Houfe.  The  diftribution  of  offices 
under  the  approaching  Regency,  had  pro- 
duced alienation  among  the  chiefs.  An  in- 
terior Cabinet,  different  in  its  views,  and 
oppofite  in  its  objedls,  to  the  great  oflen- 
fible  leaders  of  the  party  attached  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  had  fet  up  a  feparate 
ftandard,  and  formed  a  diftind:  interefl. 
Difference  of  opinion  had  manifefted  itfelf, 
upon  fome  very  delicate,  and  perfonal 
points.  Cabal  and  intrigue  had  penetrated 
into  the  clofet.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
generally  fuppofed  to  have  experienced  diffi- 
culties, if  not  peremptory  refufals  of  gra- 
tifying his  wiflies,  on  the  part  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland;  and  that,  in  relation  to  per- 
fons  and  things,  peculiarly  near  his  heart. 

Thefe  numerous  fources  of  difunion 
were  flill  however,  in  fome  meafure, 
concealed  from  view,  by  their  very  nature, 
and  the  mutual  intereft  or  honour  of  the 
parties  themfelves.  The  great  adts  of  par- 
liamentary legiflation  proceeded,  and  were 

nearly 


(     I03     ) 

nearly  approaching  to  their  termination. 
A  very  fhort  period,  probably  not  exceed- 
ing three  days,  muft  have  completed  the 
bill,  which  was  to  declare  the  incapacity 
of  the  Sovereign  to  condudl  the  national 
affairs,  and  to  transfer  the  fceptre,  though 
with  diminifhed  influence,  to  his  fon.  The 
members  of  Adminiftration  were  on  the 
point  of  reiigning  their  charges,  and  the 
new  Miniftry,  already  fettled,  prepared  to 
enter  on  office  :  w^hile  the  Englifh  people, 
fondly  attached  by  every  fenfe  of  loyalty 
and  affedion,  to  their  Monarch,  as  well  as 
from  gratitude  and  efteem  to  the  Firft 
Minifter,  in  dejeftion  and  filence  looked 
on,  and  faw  the  Government  transferred 
to  others,  who,  whatever  abilities  they 
might  colled:ively  poffefs,  certainly  nei- 
ther merited  nor  enjoyed,  the  general 
approbation  and  confidence. 

But  the  term  of  interregnum  and  mif- 
foftune  was  now  arrived ;  and  the  im- 
pending calamity,  which  had  menaced 
England  with  all  the  evils  of  a  Regency, 
far  more  to  be  deprecated  and  dreaded  than 

thofe. 
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thofe,  from  which  the  country  had  efcaped 
in  1784,  was  fuddenly  and  unexpedtedly 
diflipated.  The  diforder,  under  which 
the  King  had  fufFered  during  three  months, 
and  whofe  violence  had  hitherto  appeared 
to  baffle  all  medical  fkill  and  exertion, 
gradually,  but  rapidly,  fubfided.  Sanity 
of  mind  and  reafon  refumed  their  feat, 
and  left  no  trace  of  their  temporary  fub- 
verfion.  Time  confirmed  the  cure,  and 
reftored  to  his  fubjecfts  a  Prince,  rendered 
fupremely  and  peculiarly  dear  to  them,  by 
the  recent  profped:  and  apprehenfion  of  his 
lofs.  The  vifion  of  a  Regency  faded  and 
difappeared,  as  the  Sovereign  came  for- 
ward to  public  view,  and  was  totally  ex-' 
tinguiflied  by  his  refumption  of  all  the 
regal  fund:ions. 

The  demonftrations  of  national  joy, 
far  exceeded  any  recorded  in  the  Englifh 
annals,  and  were  probably  more  real 
and  unfeigned,  than  ever  were  offered 
on  limilar  occafions.  It  was  not  only 
that  a  King,  beloved  and  refped:ed,  was  • 
recovered    from    the    moil    afHi(5ting    of 

all 
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all  fituations  Incident  to  humanity,  and  ena- 
bled to  re-afcend  the  throne.  Sentiments  of 
difapprobation  and  of  general  condemnation, 
affixed  to  the  meafures  and  condud:  of  the 
oppofite  party,  heightened  the  emotions  of 
pleafure,  by  a  comparifon  with  that  flate, 
from  which  the  kingdom  had  been  fo 
fortunately  delivered.  No  efforts  of  defpo- 
tifm,  or  mandates  of  abfolute  power,  could 
have  produced  the  illuminations,  which  the 
capital  exhibited  in  teftimony  of  its  loy- 
alty; and  thefe  proofs  of  attachment  were 
renewed,  and  even  augmented,  on  the  oc- 
cafion  of  his  Majefty's  firfl  appearance  in 
public,  and  his  folemn  proceffion  to  St. 
Paul's,  to  return  thanks  to  Heaven  for  his 
recovery.  Serenity  and  tranquillity,  fo 
long  baniflied,  refumed  their  place,  and 
foon  effaced  the  recolled:ion  of  a  calamity, 
not  more  awful  and  alarming  in  its  appear- 
ance and  progrefs,  than  fpeedily  and  hap- 
pily extinguillied. 

The  attention  of  Europe,  which  had  been 

ib  powerfully  attradled  towards  England, 

during  the  continuance  of  the  fevere  indif- 

P  pofition 
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pofition  of  George  the  Third,  was  now  to 
be  diredled  to  another  objed:,  fcarcely  lefs 
pfodudiive  of  change,  and  big  with  the  moft 
important  confequences.  France,  fo  long 
inured  to  fervitude,  and  only  tracing  the 
exigence  of  her  liberties,  in  the  page  of 
forgotten  hiflorians,  or  antiquaries:  whofe 
fetters,  originally  impofedbyRichheu,and 
ftrengthened  by  Mazarin,  had  been  rivetted 
by  the  lapfe  of  near  two  centuries ;  by  the 
proud  tyranny  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
and  by  the  profligate  defpotifm  of  his  fuc- 
cefTor  :  France,  Simulated  by  the  writings 
of  genius  and  philofophy,  which  in  defiance 
of  arbitrary  power,  have  illuminated  and 
dignified  the  prefent  age,  afpired  to  free- 
dom. The  weaknefs  of  the  Sovereign  ;  the 
incapacity  or  timidity  of  his  Minifters ; 
the  exhaufted  flate  of  the  treafurv  and 
finances  ;  the  unexampled  and  pertinacious 
oppofition  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 
to  regiller,  or  fancftion  the  Royal  edid:s 
for  the  impofition  of  new  taxes ;  the 
failure  of  the  harvefts,  and  confequent 
augmentation  in  the  price  of  bread ;    all 

thcfe 
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thefe  concurring  circumftances  contributed 
to  produce,  and  accelerate  a  revolution. 

The  various  Parliaments  of  the  kingdom, 
in  terms  of  energy  and  firmnefs,  to  which 
they  had  been  long  difufed,  clamoroufly 
demanded  the  immediate  convocation  of 
the  "  States  General,"  as  the  only  confti- 
tutional,  or  adequate  remedy  to  the  diftem- 
pers  of  the  flate.  They  adhered  to  this 
requifition,  not  only  in  defiance  of  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  Crown,  which  was  mani- 
fefted  by  the  baniiliment  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  to  Troyes  in  Champagne; 
but  in  oppofition  to  their  own  ellential  in- 
terefts,  and  even  eventual  exiftence.  The 
nobility,  attached  by  fo  many  ties  to  the 
Sovereign,  and  the  natural  fupporters  of 
his  prerogative;  irritated  at  the  atternpt 
made  by  Calonne,  and  perlifted  in  by  the 
Archbiihop  of  Touloufe,  to  deprive  them 
of  their  exemption  from  the  projected 
land  tax,  or  "  impot  territorial,"  joined  the. 
courts  of  judicature  in  their  refufal  toregifler 
the  meafures  propofed,  and  forfook  their 
hereditary  maxims  of  policy,  to  adopt 
P  2  the 
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the  popular  party.  The  irrcfolute  condudt 
of  the  Firft  Minifler,  under  thefe  delicate 
and  trying  circumflances,  invigorated  and 
emboldened  the  enemies  of  Government ; 
and  the  fpirit  of  remonftrance,  complaint, 
and  menace,  difTeminated  with  induftry, 
became  daily  more  general  and  alarming. 

The  Archbifhop,  after  many  inefficient 
or  unfuccefsful  plans  for  the  re-eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  finances,  and  fome  ill-con- 
ceived exertions  of  feverity  and  power 
againft  his  opponents,  felt  himfelf  une- 
qual to  combat  the  gathering  ftorm  of 
national  indignation  ;  and  retiring  from  a 
iituation  of  danger  and  eminence,  aban- 
doned his  mafter  to  the  mercy  of  events. 
He  even  quitted  France,  and  palTed  the 
Alps  into  Italy ;  as  Calonne,  under  fimi- 
lar  expreffions  of  general  refentment,  had 
done  in  the  preceding  year ;  when  linding 
the  Royal  protedion  withdrawn,  and  al- 
ready impeached  by  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  he  retreated  firft  into  Holland,  and 
from  thence  crofled  the  fea  to  England. 
la  this  perplexed  fituation,  Louis  the  Six-r 

teenths 
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teenth,  compelled  to  difmifs  one  Minifl:er, 
and  forfaken  by  another ;  furrounded  with 
embarrafTments,  and  having  only  a  choice 
of  evils ;  confcious  that  the  very  foundations 
of  the  throneand  monarchy  were  crumbling 
under  his  feet ;  endowed  with  no  talents  or 
great  qualities,  which  might  enable  him  to 
fuftain  his  own  dignity,  coerce  his  fubjed:s, 
or  reflore  order  and  energy  in  the  public 
affairs :  alarmed  and  terrified,  at  the  demon- 
flrations  of  difcontent  which  appeared  in 
the  capital,  and  the  provinces  :  under  the 
prelTure  of  thefe  various  confiderations  and 
apprehenfions,  he  embraced  the  refolu- 
tion  of  meeting  the  willies  of  the  nation  ; 
and  if  driven  to  the  lail:  neceffity,  of  lay- 
ing the  diftreifes  of  the  Crown,  before  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

Neckar,  who  had  conducted  the  finances 
during  the  profecution  of  the  late  war  with 
England,  and  who  had-  attained  a  very 
unmerited  degree  of  popularity  fince  his 
difmiffion  from  office,  was  reinftated  in 
his  employment  of  Comptroller  General. 
The  avowed  enemy  of  Calonne,  whom 

he 
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he  accufed  of  peculation  and  malverfation, 
he  had  appealed  to  the  public  by  various 
controveriial  writings,  defamatory  of  that 
Minifter,  and  tending  to  criminate  him  as 
a  defaulter,  in  the  eyes  of  France  and  of 
all  Europe.  The  famous  *'  Compte 
rendu  au  Roi"  in  1781,  in  which  he  laid 
open  to  his  own  Sovereign,  and  to  all  man- 
kind, the  expenditure,  revenue,  and  re- 
fources  of  his  country,  may  be  regarded  not 
only  as  an  unprecedented  difclofure,  of  the 
hitherto  facred  and  unrevealed  arcana  of 
the  French  monarchy ;  but  as  having 
operated,  much  beyond  the  immediate  and 
often fible  pretext  of  his  own  juflification, 
by  awakening,  and  directing  the  reflexions 
of  every  dafs  of  men,  towards  the  profufe 
diftribution  of  the  public  treafure. 

Simple  in  his  exterior,  and  decent  in  his 
manners,  Neckar  attained  the  fame  of  dif- 
intereftednefs  and  probity.  Equally  repub- 
lican in  birth  and  in  principles,  he  flattered 
by  thefe  circumflances,  the  prevailing 
fpirit  and  genius  of  the  times.  Avowedly 
odious  to  the  party    of  the  Queen,  and 

of 
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of  the  Count  d*Artois,  he  could   hardly 
be  fuppofed  to  pofTefs  the  real  confidence 
or  attachment  of  the  King,  who  had  only 
been  driven  by  his  own   diftrefs,  and  the 
current  of  popular  favor,  to  have  recourfe 
to  his  ailiftance  and  fervices.     Deficient  in 
all  the  effential  qualities  ofa  great  Minifler, 
and  ignorant  of  thofe  enlarged  principles  of 
taxation  and  revenue,  which  were  alone 
competent   to  the  extrication  of  fo  vaft  a 
monarchy  as  France,  he  fupplied  thefe  de- 
feds,  by  little  arts  and  narrow  proje(5ls, 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  day.  In  the 
Canton  of  Bern,  his  talents  might  have  en- 
titled him  to  refpcct,  and  they  would  have 
been  in  their  proper  fphere.   An  able  arith- 
metician, but  a  feeble  ftatefman,  he  only 
appeared  in  the  firft  ftation  of  finance,  to 
evince  how  inadequate  were  his  abilities,  to 
that  dangerous  elevation  ;  and  after  vainly 
attempting  to  fuftain  an  ill-founded  repu- 
tation, he  has  now  retired  to  oblivion,  un- 
lamented,  and  almoll:  unnoticed  by   that 
nation,  among  whom   he    was  fo  lately 
idolized. 

Although 
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Although  the  recall  and  nomination  of 
Neckar,  appeared  to  give  general  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  awakened  the  hopes  of  his  nu- 
merous and   fanguine  admirers,  yet  thefe 
fymptoms   of  approbation  gradually  fub- 
iided.     The  temporary  eftect  of  his  name, 
in  raifing  the  public  credit,  produced  no 
permanent     or    beneficial      confequence. 
Languor  and  debility  charadlerized  every 
operation  of   finance ;    and    Government 
became  lefs  competent    to  refift  the  en- 
croachments of  the  people,  in  proportion 
as  its  embarrafTment  multiplied.     Paris, 
rendered  clamorous  by  the  high  price  of 
grain,  and  attributing  this  fcarcity,  more  to 
the  arts  of  monopoly,   and  even   to   the 
indired:  interference  of  the  Court,  in  per- 
mitting the  exportation  of  corn,  than  to 
any  deficiency  in  the  produdiions   of  the 
earth,  proceeded  to  ad:s  of  violence,  bor- 
dering on  infurrediion,     The  introdudlion 
of  a  body  of  military  forces  into  the  capital, 
quelled,  not    without    a   confiderable    ef-  ^ 
fufion  of  blood,  thefe   firfl:   fymptons  of 
revolt,  and  reflored  a  degree  of  tranquillity 
»nd  fubmifTion. 

Notwith- 
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Notwith landing  this  apparent  check 
to  the  fpirit  of  popular  innovation,  every 
circumftance  tended  to  evince,  that  the 
numerous  fubjedts  of  complaint  on  the 
fide  of  the  People,  could  not  be  extin- 
guilhed,  by  any  expedient  fhort  of  uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  ;  or  of  an  appeal  to  the  fword,  if 
the  former  meafure  fliould  be  thought  too 
degrading,  for  a  Prince  born  in  the  purple, 
and  accudomed  to  regard  his  powder  as  un- 
limited and  irrefiftible.  The  naked  and 
unproted:ed  Majefty  of  the  throne,  no 
longer  environed,  as  under  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, by  a  fplendid  houfehold,  and  the 
pomp  of  royalty,  formed  a  very  inefficient 
barrier  againft  a  nation,  enthufiaftic  in  their 
demands  of  a  conflitution ;  and  who  feemed 
to  be  determined  to  feize  the  favourable 
moment,  for  curtailing  the  odious  preroga- 
tive, of  ifTuing  *'  Lettresde  Cachet,'*  and  of 
raifing  fupplies  by  arbitrary  mandate.  The 
levities  and  profufion  of  the  Queen ;  the- 
haughty  tone,  which  was  alTumed  by  the 
Count  d'Artois  on  feveral  occalions  ;  and 
Q^  the 
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the  fuppofed  fubfervience  of  the  King  to 
his  wife  and  brother,  encreafed  the  phrenzy 
for  reformation,  and  added  to  the  general 
effervefcence.  Yieldino^  with  uno-racious 
relud:ance,  to  thefe  manifeftations  of  the 
approaching  ilorm,  the  King  confented  to 
adopt  the  humiliating  and  unwelcome  ad- 
vice, offered  by  his  Minifter,  of  convoking 
the  States  General  at  Verfailles  :  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  ftimulated  to  refinance 
by  his  own  feelings,  as  well  as  by  the 
exhortations  of  thofe,  who  were  continually 
near  his  perfon,  he  began  to  prepare  for 
extremities,  and  to  alTemble  forces. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  who,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  prefent  troubles,  had  been 
ordered  to  retire  to  his  feat  at  Reinfy,  on 
account  of  the  adive  part  which  he  had 
taken  in  oppofition  to  the  Government,  had 
obtained,  from  the  lenity  or  indulgence  of 
the  Court,  permiffion  to  revilit  Paris. 
Lefs  fenfible  to  this  mark  of  favour,  than 
irritated  by  the  adl  of  feverity  which  pre- 
ceded it,  he  determined  on  revenge,  and 
embraced  with  ardor  the  popular  caufe. 
His   high   quality,   and  near  alliance   to 
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the  Sovereign  ;  his  immenfe  revenues  ;  his 
central  fituation  at  the  "  Palais  Royal/'  in 
the  heart  of  the  metropolis;  his  numerous 
connexions,  and  extenfive  influence  :   this 
combination  of  circumftances,  enabled  him 
to  become  a  very  dangerous  and  formidable 
opponent   to   the  Crown,    in  its    prefent 
fallen  and  debilitated  ftate.  He  probably  did 
not  apprehend  the  extremities,  to  which  his 
own  intrigues  might  condudt  a  tumultuous 
affemblyj    or  he  might  fallacioufly  con- 
ceive,  that  he  fhould  always   be   able  to 
dired:  its  operations,  and  to  fuperintend  its 
movements.     It  is  even  poffible,   as   his 
enemies  aflfert,   that  the  flattering  profpedt 
of  the  Regency,  which  already  opened  it- 
felfto  his  ambition,  as  neither  a  remote  nor 
improbable  event,  conduced  to  determine 
his  line    of  action,    and  to  prevent    him 
from  feeing  the  precipices,  with  which  fuch 
a  purfuit  was  furrounded.    He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  States  General,  for  Crepy 
in  Valois,  and  took  his  feat  in  the  AfTembly. 
This   extraordinary  convocation  of  all 
the  orders   of  the  kingdom,    which  had 
0^2  not 
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not  been  fummoned  iince  the  Regency  of 
Mary  of  Medicis,  and  whofe   very   ex- 
iftence  feemed  to  have  been  annihilated,  by 
three  long  reigns  of  arbitrary  power,  was 
opened  with  the  utmoft  folemnity  by  Louis 
the   Sixteenth,  affifled  by  the  Princes  of 
the  Blood,  and  accompanied  with  all  the 
external  fplendor,   becoming  fp  auguft  a 
ceremony.     Many  fources  of  internal  dif- 
cord  and  confufion,  almoft  inevitable  from 
the  competition,  and  oppofite  pretenfions  or 
interefl,  of  the  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  Third 
Eilate  j  the  facility  of  introducing  corrup- 
tion,  among  fo  vaft  and  mixed  a  body  of 
men;  above  all,  the  loyalty  and  adherence, 
naturally  to  be  expected  from  the  two  firfl 
claffes  of  the  ftates  :  thefe  inherent  vices  in 
their  formation,  infpired  the  Court  with  a 
confidence,  that  no  unanimity  or  exertion  of 
vigour,  would  ever  characterize  fo  hetero- 
geneous a  mafs.     The  firft  proceedings  of 
the  AfTembly  juftified  thefe  expectations. 
Much  time   elapfed  in   difputes,    ariling 
from  the  incompatibility  of  the  refpe(5tive 
demands,  of  the  different  orders  j  and  though 
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thefe  were  at  laft  happily  terminated,  by 
the  Nobihty  and  Clergy  renouncing,  or  ac- 
quiefcing  in  the  claims  of  the  delegates  of 
the  people;  yet  the  Sovereign  ftill  pofTelTed 
great  refources,  and  various  means  of  pro- 
trailing  or  averting  any  ad:,  militating 
vitally  againft  his  prerogatives. 

Had  Louis  the  Sixteenth  been  left  to 
the  impulfe  and  direction  of  his  own  cha- 
rad:er,  it  is  probable  that  he  would  have 
continued  to  yield  to  the  encroachments  of 
the  democratical  fpirit,  which  had  already 
produced  fo  many  involuntary  conceffions, 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown  j  and  which,  en- 
creafing  in  vigour  as  it  proceeded,  avowedly 
aimed  at  giving  birth  to  a  free  conftitution, 
and  a  limited  monarchy.  He  wanted  all 
that  energy,  elevation,  and  courage,  requi- 
fite  to  fuftain  him  in  a  ftruggle  againft  his 
people,  and  to  enable  him  to  reprefs  their 
attempts  at  emancipation.  But  in  the 
Queen  and  the  Count  d'Artois,  refentment 
at  the  inroads  of  a  nation,  whom  they  had 
long  regarded,  as  only  formed  for  fervitude; 
and  the  habitual  exercife  of  arbitrary  power, 

warmly 


(     ii8     ) 

warmly  impelled  to  every  exertion  for  its 
prefervation ;   while  it   di(5tated  the  moft 
decided  meafures,  for  repreffing  and  chaf- 
tizing  a  mutinous  and  difcontented  capital. 
They  united  their  efforts,  to  fuftain  the 
irrefolution  of  the  King,  and  fucceeded. 
It  was  determined  in  the  cabinet  of  Ver- 
failles,   to  adopt  the  moft  vigorous  princi- 
ples ;  to  dilTolve  the  National  AfTembly  ; 
to  difmifs  the  Comptroller-General ;  and 
to  punifti  the  infolence  of  the  metropolis. 
Prudence  and  addrefs  were,  however,  re- 
quisite to  mature  thefe  counfels,   and  to 
facilitate  their  execution.     A  great  body 
of  forces,    principally   confifting  of  the 
Swifs  and  German  regiments  in  the  fervice 
of  France,  was  gradually  collected   from 
different   provinces.      The   Marechal   de 
Broglio,  an  officer  of  high  military  repu- 
tation, and  of  known  attachment  to  the 
Crown,  was  named  to  the  fupreme  com- 
mand.     Every  neceffary  preparation  for 
maintaining  the  Royal  authority,  if  necef- 
fary,  by  the  moft  fpirited  and  fevere  adls 
of  puniftiment,  was  made,  without  even 

the 
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affedlation  of  difguife  or  concealment. 
The  capital,  incapable  of  refinance,  and 
unconfcious  even  of  its  own  capacities  of 
defence ;  deftitute  of  leaders,  of  arms, 
and  of  troops,  waited  patiently  the  chaf- 
tizement  which  impended. 

Paris,  involved  in  circumftances  more 
diftreisfiil  even  than  thofe  in  which  it 
ftood,  when  inverted  by  Henry  the  Third 
in  1589,  and  under  an  equal  neceffity  of 
fubmitting  to  the  conditions,  which  an 
incenfed  monarch  might  have  dictated; 
was  fnatched  from  pillage,  by  a  revolution 
not  lefs  fudden  and  unexpected,  than  that 
which,  two  centuries  preceding,  had  de- 
prived Henry  the  Third  of  his  life.  The 
frantic  and  fanguinary  zeal  of  a  Monk,  ef- 
fedled  this  deliverance  in  one  inftance ;  in 
the  other,  theParifians  were  indebted  to  the 
timidity,  delays,  and  want  of  decifion  in 
the  Court.  During  the  firft  days  of  July, 
the  metropolis,  though  turbulent  and 
riotous,  made  no  exertions  to  oppofe  the 
army,  by  which  it  was  encircled  and  fur- 
rounded.  The  partizans  and  fupporters  of 
the   Royal   power  were    numerous,    and 

ready 
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ready  to  evince  their  zeal  and  loyalty. 
The  *'  Prevot  des  Marchands,"  who  is 
the  firft  municipal  magiilrate,  was  in  the 
interejfls  of  the  Crown.  The  Baftile 
awed  one  part  of  the  capital,  as  the 
**  Hotel  des  Invalides'*  did  the  other. 
Paris,  taken  in  the  toils  of  arbitrary  power, 
might  have  been  difarmed,  and  deprived 
of  the  means  to  excite  future  commo- 
tion. The  imprudence,  pufiUanimity,  and 
impatience  of  the  Court,  rendered  thefe 
advantages  of  no  avail,  and  precipitated 
the  unfortunate  Prince  upon  meafures, 
which  terminated  in  irremediable  difgrace 
and  ruin. 

Miilaking,  or  negleding  the  moft  ob- 
vious principles  of  policy  and  wife  precau- 
tion, which  dictated  to  commence  the 
plan  of  operations  by  fubjed:ing  Paris,  from 
whence  alone,  any  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
hended j  the  King  was  induced  to  difmifs 
Neckar,  with  expreffions  of  indignation, 
which  were  accompanied  by  menaces  and 
infult,  on  the  part  of  his  brother,  the 
Count  d'Artois.  This  flep,  w^hich  evinced 
a  total  change  of  refolutions,  and  which, 
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from  the  popularity  of  the  Miniflcr,  was 
likely  to  produce  a  violent  fermentation 
in  every  order  of  men,  was  followed  by 
others  equally  injudicious.  The  States  Ge- 
neral were  driven  into  the  *'  Salle  des 
Etats,"  where  they  held  their  meetings,  bv 
detachments  of  theGuards;  who  furround- 
ed  them,  and  who  waited  only  the  orders 
of  the  Court,  to  proceed  to  greater  extre- 
mities againft  the  obnoxious  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  nation. 

Had  thefe  manifeftations  of  vigour  been 
only  fuftained,  by  inftantly  attacking  and 
entering  Paris,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that, 
unprepared  as  it  ftill  was,  and  unwilling  to 
expofe  to  the  licence  of  an  incenfed  fol- 
diery,  the  lives  and  properties  of  its  citi- 
zens, the  capital  would  have  been  without 
difficulty  reduced  to  obedience.  But,  an 
ill-timed  and  fatal  delay,  equally  injurious 
with  the  preceding  precipitation,  gave  the 
inhabitants  time  to  recover  from  their  firfk 
emotions  of  furprize  and  apprehenfion. 
They  faw  the  timidity  and  imbecility  of 
the  Government,  who  having  founded  the 
R  charge, 
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charge,  dared  not  advance  to  the  attack. 
They  profited  by  this  want  of  exertion ; 
and  pafling  from  one  extreme  rapidly  to 
another,  they  almoft  unanimoufly  took  up 
arms  againfl:  their  rulers  and  opprelTors. 
Joined  by  the  French  Guards,  who,  from  a 
long  refldence  in  the  capital,  had  been  pe- 
culiarly expofed  to  fedu<5tion,  and  who  at 
this  deciiive  moment  abandoned  their  Sove- 
reign, the  Parifians  broke  through  every  ob- 
ftacle,  by  which  they  had  hitherto  been  re- 
trained. The  fupplies  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, which  had  been  provided  for  their 
fubjugation,  were  turned  againft  the  Crown; 
and  the  "  Hotel  dcs  Invalides,'*  the  great 
repofitory  of  military  ftores,  after  a  faint 
reliflance,  furrendered. 

The  Prince  de  Lambefc,  who  alone,  of  all 
the  officers  commanding  the  Royal  troops  in 
the  vicinity  of  Paris ,  attempted  to  carry  into 
execution  the  plan  for  difarming  the  capi^ 
tal,  was  repulfed  in  a  premature  and  inju- 
dicious attack,  which  he  made  at  the  head 
of  his  dragoons,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
garden   of  the  Thuilleries.     Already   the 
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*'  Prevot  des  Marchands,'*  Monfieur  de 
Fleffelles,  convi<fted  of  entertaining  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Court,  and  deted:ed 
in  fending  private  intelligence  to  de  Lau- 
nay,  Governor  of  the  Baftile,  had  been 
feized  by  the  people,  and  fallen  the  fivd 
vidlim  to  the  general  indignation.  His 
head,  borne  on  a  lance,  exhibited  an  alarm- 
ing example  of  the  danger,  to  which  ad- 
herence to  the  Sovereign  muft  expofe,  in 
a  time  of  anarchy  and  infurredion. 

The  Baftile  alone  remained ;  and  while 
it  continued  in  the  power  of  the  Crown, 
Paris  could  not  be  regarded  as  free,  or  even 
as  fecure  from  the  fevereft  chaflifement. 
It  was  inftantly  inverted  by  a  mixed  mul- 
titude, compofed  of  citizens,  and  folJiers 
who  had  joined  the  popular  banner.  Dc 
Launay,  who  commanded  in  the  caftle, 
by  an  a(5f  of  perfidy,  unjuftifiable  under 
any  circumftances,  and  which  rendered 
his  fate  lefs  regretted,  rather  accelerated, 
than  delayed,  the  capture  of  this  important 
fortrefs.  He  difplayed  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
demanded  a  parley;  but  abufing  the  con- 
R  2  fidence 
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dence  which  thefe    fignals    infplred,    he 
difcharged  a  heavy  fire,  from  the  cannon 
and  mufquetry  of  the  place  upon  the  be- 
liegers,  and  made  a  confiderable  carnage. 
Far  from  intimidating,  he  only  augmented, 
by  fo  treacherous  a  breach  of  faith,  the  rage 
of  an  incenfed  populace.     They  renewed 
their    exertions   with  a   valour  raifed    to 
frenzy,  and   were  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
The  Baftile,    that  awful  engine   of  def- 
potifm,  whofe  name  alone  diffufed  terror, 
and  which  for  many  ages  had  been  facred 
to  filence  and  defpair,  was  entered  by  the 
vidtorious  aflailants.     De  Launay,  feized 
and  dragged  to  the  "  Place  de  Greve,'*  was 
inftantly  difpatched,  and  his  head  carried 
in  triumph,  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris. 

Few  captives,  either  of  inferior  or 
of  eminent  rank,  were  found  in  the 
apartments  of  the  Baftile.  The  Count  de 
Lorges,  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  life, 
difcovered  in  one  of  the  dungeons  of  the 
"  Tour  de  laBertaudiere,"  was  liberated, 
and  exhibited  to  the  public  curiofity  in  the, 
*'  Palais  Royal.'*    His  fqualid  appearance, 
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his  beard  which  defcended  to  his  waifl:, 
and  above  all,    his   imbecility,    refidting 
probably  from  the  effed:  of  an  imprifon- 
ment  of  thirty-two    years,    were   objedls 
highly   calculated    to    operate    upon    the 
fenfes  and  paffions,  of  every  beholder.     It 
is   indeed  impoffible,    however  w^e   may 
lament  or  condemn  the   ferocious  fpirit, 
which  has  charaderized  and  difgraced  the 
French  revolution,    not  to  participate  in 
the   exultation,    which   a    capital    and   a 
country  fo    highly   illuminated,    and    fo 
long  opprelTed,  muft  have  experienced,  at 
the  extinction  of  this  deteftable  and  juftly 
dreaded  prifon  of   flate.     Nor   does   the 
rapidity  with  which  it  was  captured,  ex- 
cite lefs  admiration,  when  its  powers  of 
refiftance  are  confidered,  and   the  fpeedy 
relief  which  might  have  been  afforded  to 
it,    by   the    numerous  bodies   of    regular 
forces,  with   which  Paris  was  furrounded 
on  every  fide. 

.  With  the  Baftile,  expired  the  royal 
authority  and  confideration.  The  defpot- 
ifm  of  the  French  Princes,  which   long 
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prefcription,     fubmiflion,     and    military 
ilrength,   feemed  to  render  equally  facred 
and  unaflkilable  :  which  neither  the  calami- 
ties of  the  clofe  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth's 
reign,  the  profligacy  and  enormities  of  the 
fucceeding  Regency,  nor  the  flate  of  de- 
gradation,  into  which  the  monarchy  funk 
under    Louis     the    Fifteenth,     had    ever 
fhaken  :    that  power  which  appeared  to 
derive  its  fupport,  almofl  as  much  from 
the  loyalty  and  veneration,    as  from  the 
dread  and  terrors  of  the  fubjecfl,  fell  prof- 
trate  in  the  duft,  and  never  betrayed  any 
fymptom  of  returning  life. 

Paris,  liberated  from  all  reftraint,  or 
even  wholefome  police,  appeared  to  riot 
in  the  intoxication  of  freedom;  and 
ftained  its  acquifition,  by  fcenes  of  violence 
and  blood,  unworthy  the  firll:  capital  in 
Europe.  Every  trace  of  obedience  difap- 
peared  ;  and  even  the  promoters  of  the  late 
infurre(5tion,  were  not  fecure  from  the  ca- 
pricious fury  of  a  frantic  and  favage  popu- 
lace, who  filled  the  "  Place  de  Greve"  with 
clamours,  and  frequently  tore  the  vicftim 
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whom  their  indignation  had  feledled,  from 
the  hands  of  juftice. 

But,  at  VerfailleSjConflcrnation  and  alarm 
filled  the  court,  on  the  arrival  of  this  extra- 
ordinary intelligence.    Yielding  at  once  to 
the  united  impulfe,  of  his  terrors  and  his 
natural   inclinations,    the  King,    without 
even  preferving    the   forms    of  Majefty 
however  fallen,    repaired  to  the  National 
AfTembly,   rather  as  a   fuppliant    than  a 
monarch.     Difordered    in  his  drefs,  and 
unaccompanied  by  his  guards  or  ufual  at- 
tendants, he  betrayed  his  agitation,  in  the 
fpeech  which  he  addrefTed  to  the  States. 
Only  two  days  preceding  this  melancholy 
exhibition  of  degraded  dignity,  he  had  re- 
plied to  a  remonftrance,  which  they  pre- 
fented  to  him,  in  terms  of  determination, 
mixed  with   menace.     He  now  adopted 
the  language  of  diflrefs,  invoked  their  af- 
liflance,  difowned  his  intention  to  employ- 
force  for  the  fubjed:ion  of  the  capital,  af- 
fiured  them,  that  he  had  already  fent  orders 
to  withdraw  the   troops,  .which   had  in- 
yelled  Paris  and  Verfailles  j  and  profefTed 
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his  defire  to  give  the  moft  unequivocal 
proofs,  of  his  deference  to  the  wifhes  of 
his  fubjed:s.  He  concluded,  by  imploring 
them  to  make  known  thefe  his  paternal 
difpofitions,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  dif- 
trad:ed  metropolis. 

The  AiTembly,  which  trembled  a  few 
hours  before  for  its  own  [fafety,  and  had 
cxpedted  to  be  offered  up  as  victims  to  the 
vengeance  of  an  irritated  Sovereign,  re- 
plied with  expreflions  of  loyalty  and  af- 
fection, to  thefe  gracious  declarations, 
although  evidently  extorted  by  fear.  It 
was  however,  far  otherwife  at  Paris,  where 
the  populace,  deeming  their  triumph 
incomplete,  while  the  King  remained  ap- 
parently tranquil  in  his  palace;  not  only 
exacted  his  perfonal^and  immediate  pre- 
fence  among  them,  to  fan6lion  their  out- 
rages on  his  authority ;  but  accompanied 
this  demand  with  menaces,  if  refufed, 
of  fetting  fire  to  Verfailles,  and  at  once 
extinguiiliing  the  obnoxious  Princes  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  in  the  flames. 
A  monarch  endowed  with  qualities  fuch 
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as  Louis  the  Fourteenth  pofTelTed,  would 
perhaps,  have  refufed  compUance  with 
this  humihating  requifition;  and  while  his 
army  was  yet  entire,  and  the  royal  dig- 
nity not  totally  degraded,  have  embraced 
the  generous  refolution  of  meeting  the 
ftorm,  of  trying  the  fortune  of  war,  and 
at  leaft  devolving  to  his  fucceflbr  the  pre- 
rogatives, which  at  his  acceffion  he  had 
received  and  exercifed.  But  Louis  the 
Sixteenth  poflefled  no  abilities,  competent 
to  fo  magnanimous  and  unequal  a  flruggle. 
He  had  already  abandoned  his  attempts,  to 
maintain  the  Royal  power  in  its  original 
vigour  j  and  he  had  now  fcarcely  any  op- 
tion between  the  lofs  of  his  throne,  and  a 
complete  fubmiffion  to  the  arbitrary  plea- 
fure  of  a  populace,  thirfting  for  blood, 
inflamed  by  fuccefs,  and  daily  offering  up 
vi(5lims  to  its  revenge. 

Under  thefe  melancholy  circumflances, 
he  did  not  hefitate  to  yield  obedience  to 
the  mandate,  which  it  was  no  longer  fafe 
to  refufe.     After  fuch  a  night,  as  Charles 
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the  Firfl  may  be  fuppoled  to  have  pafTed, 
previous  to  his  afcending  the  fcaffold :  but 
unattended  with  that  lerenity  and  forti- 
tude, which  eminently  dilHnguifhed  the 
EngHfli  Monarch,  in  the  laft  adt  of  life, 
he  fet  out  for  Paris.  Confcious  however, 
of  the  peril,  attendant  on  his  appearance 
in  the  metropolis  of  his  dominions, 
and  doubtful  of  efcaping  from  the  rage 
of  the  multitude,  to  whom  he  was  to  be 
prefented,  he  prepared  for  death,  as  at 
leaft,  a  pofTible  event.  He  received  the  fa- 
crament,  made  fome  private  difpofitions  of 
his  affairs,  and  gave  various  orders  in  con- 
fequencc.  Though  defirous  to  fee  and  em- 
brace his  fon  and  daughter  before  his  de-» 
parture,  he  yet  had  firmnefs  fufficient  to 
refufe  himfelf  this  indulgence,  as  fearing 
that  it  might  too  deeply  affedt,  and  dif- 
qualify  him,  for  the  part  which  he  was  to 
perform,  *•  J 'en  aurai  plus  de  plaifir," 
faid  he,  **  fi  je  reviens."  A  gentleman 
who  was  near  his  perfon  on  this  occafion, 
encouraging  him,  and  venturing  to  anfwer 
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for  his  fafety,  the  King  repHed,  *'  Henry 
Quatre  valoit  mieux  que  moi ;  et  cepen- 
dant  onTa  ailaffine." 

Though  he  quitted  Verfailles  at  an  early 
hour,  it  was  late  before  he  entered  Paris, 
from  the  delay  occafioned  by  the  immenfe 
multitudes,  who  aflembled  to  fee  him  pafs, 
and  who  teftificd  no  fentiments  of  loyalty 
in  their  acclamations.  When  arrived  at 
the  **  Place  de  Greve,"  and  condudled  to 
the  **  Hotel  de  Ville,"  the  new  Mayor, 
Monfieur  Bailli,  who  had  been  eleded  to 
fupply  the  late  unfortunate  firil  magiilrate, 
infulted  the  fallen  Prince,  by  a  mock  fur- 
render  of  the  keys  of  his  capital ;  which 
he  accompanied  with  a  farcaflic  and  info- 
lent  refledion,  on  the  different  iituation  in 
which  Henry  the  Fourth  ftood,  when  he 
received  a  iimilar  teftimony  of  its  fub- 
miffion  and  allegiance.  The  cries  of  the 
people,  who  infifted  that  the  King  fliould 
fliew  himfeif  on  the  balcony,  compelled 
him  to  give  this  lafi:  proof  of  his  deference 
to  their  wiflies ;  and  to  add  to  the  conde- 
fqenfion,  he  accepted  from  the  hands  of 
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the  Mayor,  the  National  cockade,  which  he 
firfl  carried  to  his  hps,  and  then  placed  in 
his  hat.  After  having  been  detained  and 
exhibited  as  a  captive  to  his  own  fubjed:s, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  without 
fuftenance  or  refrefhment  of  any  kind,  he 
was  at  length  permitted  to  return  to  Ver- 
failles,  and  to  conceal  his  emotions,  in  the 
privacy  of  his  own  apartments. 

While  this  humiliating  fcene  was  act- 
ing before  the  eyes  of  all  France,  which 
were  turned  towards  fo  unufual  and  at- 
tractive a  fight,  the  adherents  to  the  late 
meafures,  terrified  at  the  menaces  thrown 
out  againfl:  them,  and  dreading  the  moft 
fatal  confequences  of  popular  fury,  pro- 
fited of  the  King*s  abfence  and  vifit  to  his 
capital,  to  effedl  their  own  efcape. 

The  Count  d'Artois,  regarding  himfelf  as 
peculiarly  marked  out  for  profcription  and 
impeachment,  and  apprehenfive  that  even 
his  proximity  of  blood  to  the  Sovereign, 
might  prove  an  infufficient  protedlion  to 
his  life,  fled  among  the  firft,  carrying 
with   him   his    fons,    the   Dukes    d'An- 
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gouleme  and  de  Berri ;  two  youths,  who 
were  fucceffively  prefumptive  heirs  to  the 
Crown,  in  cafe  of  the  demife  of  the 
Dauphin.  In  the  hurry  of  a  precipitate 
retreat,  it  was  found  extremely  difficult  to 
furnifh  a  few  hundred  louis  d'ors  to  a 
Prince,  for  whofe  expenfive  gratifications, 
only  fome  days  before,  the  treafures  of  the 
monarchy  were  infufficient.  He  took  the 
road  to  Flanders ;  and  was  already  far  ad- 
vanced towards  the  frontiers,  before  his  de- 
parture was  known  or  fufpedted  at  Paris, 

When  fo  diftinguifhed  a  perfonage,  and 
one  fo  nearly  allied  to  the  throne,  deemed 
himfelf  no  longer  fafe,  even  in  the  Royal 
refidence,  it  cannot  excite  wonder  that  thofe 
of  a  lefs  elevated  condition,  and  who  were 
equally  obnoxious  to  an  enraged  populace, 
fhould  confult  their  fafety  by  inftant  flight. 
The  principal  roads  were  covered  with  il- 
luftrious  fugitives,  under  every  poflible 
difguife  and  concealment.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  quitted  Chant  illy,  followed  by  his 
fon  and  grandfbn,  the  Dukes  of  Bourbon 
and  Enghien.     The  Prince  of  Conti,  the 
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lafl:  in  fucceflion  of  the  Blood  Royal,  after 
undergoing  many  extremities  of  hunger 
and  fatigue,  arrived  at  Luxembourg ;  to 
which  place  like  wife,  the  Marechal  de 
Broglio,  abandoning  his  army,  repaired 
without  delay. 

The  Duchefs  of  Polignac,  fo  long  un^ 
rivard  in  the  affections  of  the  Queen, 
and  round  whom  all  the  pleafures  of  the 
Court  of  Verfailles  were  ufed  to  aflemblci 
tearing  herfelf  from  this  fcene  of  diffipa- 
tion,  attain'd  with  difficulty  the  city  of 
Bale  in  Switzerland  j  after  having  en- 
countered numerous  dangers,  and  been 
preferved  from  the  lafl:  degree  of  vio- 
lence, as  flie  pafTed  through  Sens,  by  the 
happy  prefence  of  mind,  which  diftin- 
guifhed  an  Abbe,  by  whom  flie  was  ac- 
companied. At  Bale,  by  one  of  thofe 
lingular  accidents,  which  evince  the  powder 
of  fortune,  fhe  found  in  the  inn  at  which 
ihe  alighted,  the  late  Minifter,  Neckar; 
who  having  paffed  through  Swabia,  after 
his  difmiffion,  on  his  way  to  Geneva, 
here  firft  received  from  hi3  enemies,  the 
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intelligence  of  the  revolution.  The  Baron 
de  Breteuil,  purfued  by  the  mofl  marked 
deteftation  of  his  countrymen,  evaded, 
as  well  as  the  Prince  de  Lambefc,  the 
fnares  prepared  to  intercept  them :  the 
former  reaching  Bern  in  fafety,  as  the 
latter  did  Turin.  Monfieur  de  Befenval, 
lefs  fortunate,  was  feized  at  Brie  Comte 
Robert ;  and  even  the  felicitations  of 
Neckar  himfelf,  who  endeavoured  to  in- 
terpofe  in  his  behalf,  were  infufficient  to 
obtain  his  enlargement. 

In  this  general  confternation,  the  Queen, 
abandoned  by  all  her  deareil  connexions, 
remained  with  her  two  children,  friendlefs, 
and  almoft  alone  in  the  palace  of  Verfailles. 
No  Prince  of  the  Royal  Family  ventured 
to  abide  the  ftorm,  except  the  Count  de 
Provence ;  who,  during  the  continuance 
of  all  thefe  diforders,  had  enjoyed  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  fliare,  at  leaft  of  negative  ap- 
probation i  and  whofe  condud:,  through- 
out the  critical  circumftances  which  pre- 
ceded the  fedition  of  Paris,  had  been  fuch 
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as  .to  conciliate,  in  feme  degree,  the  popu- 
lar favour. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  whofe  in- 
trigues, or  oppofition  to  the  Crown,  may- 
be greatly  afcribed  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
the  general  difcontent,  and  the  exceffes  of 
the  people;  viewed  from  the  *'  Palais 
Royal'*  with  fecret  pleafure,  the  effects  of 
his  machinations,  and  enjoyed  his  triumph 
over  the  vanquilhed  court.  The  military 
command  of  the  National  troops,  and  of 
the  capital,  were  conferred  by  almoft  una- 
nimous delegation,  on  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette ;  as  the  fupreme  civil  and  muni- 
cipal jurifdidiion,  devolved  on  Bailli, 
Mayor  of  Paris.  The  union  of  both 
thefe  powers,  was  however  frequently 
found  unequal,  to  impoling  proper  re- 
flraints  upon  the  ungoverned  paflions, 
and  favage  violence  of  a  populace,  new 
to  freedom,  and  who  ftained  its  acquifi- 
tion,  by  daily  ad:s  of  vengeance  and  cruelty. 
The  heads  of  Foulon  and  Berthier,  one  of 
whom  had  occupied  a  high  iituation  in  the 
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late  miniflry,  and  the  other  had  been  In- 
tendant  of  Paris,  were  carried  through  the 
flreetSj  and  thecircumftances,  with  which 
the  death  of  thcfe  eminent  perfons  were 
accompanied,  are  only  to  be  compared  in 
horror  and  atrocity,  with  thofe  attendant 
on  the  malTacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  or 
the  aflaffi nation  of  the  Marechal  d'Ancre, 
under  Louis  the  Thirteenth. 

Meanwhile,   at  the  inftigation  and  re- 
queft  of  the  National  Aflembly,  Neckar 
was  recalled,   and  invited  by  letters  of  the 
moil  flattering,  and  even  penitential  tenor, 
from  the  King  himfelf,  to  refume  the  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  finances.   He  yielded, 
though  with  apparent  reludtance,  to  thefe 
entreaties  ,-  and  repaired  to  Court,  loaded 
with    expreffions    of  general   attachment 
and  veneration,    in  every    place  through 
which  he  pafTed  :    while  the  credulous  and 
deluded  multitude  expedted  from  his  pre- 
fence,    a  fpeedy  redrefs  of  all  their  griev- 
ances, the  revival  of  public  credit,  and  a 
remedy  to  the  fcarcity  of  grain,  which  had 
excited  the  clamours  of  the  capital  and 
T  the 


{     I3S     ) 

the  kingdom.    To  the  admiration  and  ado- 
nifliment  of  mankind,  in  an  abfolute  mo- 
narchy, fo  ftrongly  cemented  as  that  of 
France  appeared   to   have   been,    and  in 
which  loyalty  was  antiently  efteemed  to  be 
characfteriftic  of  every  clafs  of  citizens,  no 
efforts  were  made  to  fupport  the  Royal 
power.  An  enthuliaftic  paffion  for  liberty, 
pervaded  all  the  provinces ;  and  the  revo- 
lution,   commenced  on  the  banks  of  the 
Seine,  fpread  with  equal  rapidity  and  una- 
nimity, to  the  foot  of  the  Alps  and  Py- 
renees J  to  the  Rhine,  and  the  Mediterranean. 
No  permanent  calm   fucceeded  to  this 
ftorm  of  popular  indignation.   Elated  with 
the  polTeffion  of  freedom,  and  excrcifing  in 
many  inftances,  a  tyranny  more  oppreffive 
and  fevere,  than  that  from  which  they  had 
juft  efcaped,  the  people  meditated  new  and 
greater  invafions  on  the  dignity,  as  well  as 
on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown.     The 
prefs,  freed  even  from  that  wholelbme  and 
necelfary  reilridlion,  which  Governments 
the  moil  relaxed,  impofe  upon  the  public 
cation  of  opinions;  compenfated  for  the  fet- 
ters 
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ters  which  it  had  i'o  long  worn,  by  giving 
birth  to  every  fpecies  of  licentious  pro- 
dudion,  and  infblent  attack  upon  perlons 
of  the  higheft  rank.  The  Queen  was  pecu- 
liarly the  objed:  of  thefe  libellous  invec- 
tives ;  and  every  accufation  private  or  po- 
litical, which  malignity  could  invent,  to 
alienate  the  afFe(5lions,  and  irritate  the  paf- 
fions  of  mankind  againft  her,  was  circu- 
lated, and  publicly  expofed  to  fale. 

Although  all  the  pomp  and  majefty, 
which  in  better  times  had  furrounded  and 
concealed  the  Sovereign,  was  now  entirely 
withdrawn  :  though  only  guarded  by  the 
burgefles  of  Verfailles,  and  deflitute  of  any 
military  protedion  againft  infult  and  out- 
rage, Louis  the  Sixteenth  flood  expofed  to 
every  enterprize,  which  a  mutinous  ca- 
pital might  undertake  or  execute;  yet  fome 
vefliges  of  perfonal  liberty,  heftill  retained. 
He  was  free  to  enjoy  the  diverfion  of  the 
chaccj  and  the  National  AfTembly,  con- 
voked at  Verfailies,  continued  to  hold  its 
meetings  there,  under  his  immediate  fuper- 
intendence  and  infped:ion.  It  was  even 
thought  decent  and  necefTary,  on  the  part 
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of  the  new  tribunes  of  the  people,  to 
march  fome  regiments,  in  the  month  of 
September,  on  whofe  adherence  they  con- 
ceived that  they  could  fafely  rely,  to  per- 
form the  ordinary  functions  of  ftate ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  prevented  any  ef- 
cape,   if  fuch  was  intended  by  the  King. 

But,  where  fo  many  inflammable  mate- 
rials were  collected,  it  was  not  pofTiblc 
that  any  confidcrable  time  could  elapfe,  be- 
fore they  burft  into  a  conflagration.  After 
one  or  two  attempts,  which  the  vigilance 
and  activity  of  La  Fayette,  prevented  from 
being  carried  into  full  execution,  the  po- 
pulace of  Paris,  excited  by  various  arts,  and 
incenfed  at  the  Queen  for  having  brought 
the  Dauphin,  and  prefented  him  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  regular  officers  after  a  public 
entertainment,  rofe  as  by  univerfal  con- 
fent,  and  determined  to  march  to  Ver- 
failles.  By  what  motives,  or  with  what 
intentions,  the  condud:ors  of  this  armed 
mob  were  ad:uated,  it  is  perhaps  impof- 
fible  at  prefent,  pofitively  to  afl^ert.  The 
deepefl:  and  blackefl:  deligns  have,  by 
popular  malignity,  been  attributed  to  the 
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Duke  of  Orleans ;  no  lefs,  than  the  at- 
tainment of  the  Regency,  at  whatever 
price,  and  by  every  mode,  however  trea- 
fonable  or  flagitious.  Many  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  diflinguifhed  that  ex- 
traordinary fcene,  unqueftionably  evince 
a  plan,  not  more  artful  than  nefarious; 
and  which  Teemed  calculated,  by  operating 
on  the  fears  of  the  Sovereign,  to  induce 
him  to  abandon  the  throne,  and  feek  his 
fafety  in  flight;  while  the  Queen,  who 
was  more  an  objed:  of  national  obloquy 
and  averfion,  might  be  inftantly  offered 
up  as  a  vid:im  to  the  frantic  multitude. 

It  is  difficult  to  do  juftice  to  the  hor- 
rors of  a  night,  flmilar  only  to  thofe 
which  are  furniflied  by  the  annals  of 
Charles  the  Ninth,  and  which  reminds  us 
of  the  tim.es  of  Catherine  of  Medicis.  Pof- 
terity  will  fcarcely  credit,  that  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  in  a 
country  eminently  diflinguiflied  by  all  the 
lofter  virtues  of  humanity,  ads  of  blood 
and  ferocity,  more  favage  than  the  Jani- 
zaries  of  Conftantinople   ufually  exercile 
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againll:  their  defpots,  were  performed  with 
impunity.  The  fingularity  and  incredibility 
of  the  recital  will  be  augmented  byrecolled:- 
ing,  that  many  of  the  moft  violent  among 
thefe  ruffians,  were  women;  or,  at  leaf!:, 
habited  in  a  female  drefs.  Armed  with 
every  deftructive  weapon,  they  aflaulted  the 
guards  who  were  ftationed  at  the  door  of  the 
Queen's  apartments,  burfl:  into  them,  mur- 
dered thofe  who  oppofed  their  progrefs, 
and  penetrated  to  the  chamber  in  which  fhe 
ilept.  The  efforts  which  were  made  to  re- 
tard their  fury,  and  the  cries  of  **  Sauvez 
la Reine,"  which  echoed  through  the  palace, 
gave  her  an  inftant  in  which  to  efcape.  The 
firft  Queen  in  Europe,  was  faved  from  a 
death  the  moil  ignominious,  by  the  inter- 
val of  almofl:  a  fingle  moment.  UndrefTed, 
and  nearly  naked,  (he  gained  a  private 
ftaircafe,  which  conveyed  her  to  the  King, 
who  received  her  in  his  arms,  w;here  flie  fell 
fenfelefs  with  terror.  The  materials  of  the 
bed  from  which  fhe  had  juft  rifen,  after 
undergoing  the  ftridleft  fearch,  in  hopes  of 
difcovering  the  unhappy  objed  of  their  pur- 
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fuit,  were  fcattered  over  the  room,  as  fome 
gratification  to  their  difappointed  vengeance. 
Louis  the  Sixteenth  himfelf,  appearing 
on  the  balcony  of  his  apartment,    in  the 
language    and    attitude    of    fupplication, 
vainly  implored  the  populace  to  fpare  his 
guards,    whom  he  faw  mafTacred  at  his 
feet,  without  the  power  of  extending  to 
them   any  relief.     He  as  vainly  befought 
the  Queen,   to  yield  to  the  neceflity  of  the 
tirne,  and  to  retire  to  Rambouillet,  where 
her  perfon  would  at  lead  be  fecure.     Ex- 
erting a  courage  fuperior  to  her  fex,  and 
elevated  above  a  fenfe  of  the   danger,  to 
which  Ihe  was  fo  confpicuoufly  expofed, 
{he  firmly  perfifted  in  her  refufal  to  fly; 
and  declared  her  determination  to  accom- 
pany the  King,  and  at  leafi:  to  expire,  as 
fhe  had  lived,  a  Queen  of  France.     Yet, 
confcious  of  the  probability  of  her  falling 
a  facrifice  to  the  popular  rage,  flie  armed 
herfelf  with  a  poinard,   as  a  laft  refource 
againft  the   degradation  of  plebeian  vio- 
lence and  brutality. 

Jt  is  impofiible,   how  much  foever  we 
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may  condemn  certain  parts  of  her  condud: 
and  charader,  not  to  admire  the  heroifm  and 
magnanimity  of  this  deportment,  in  which 
we  feem  to  recognize  the  blood  of  fo  many 
Emperors,  from  whom  flie  defcended. 
The  weaknefs  of  the  woman,  was  notwith- 
ftanding,  mingled  with  the  fortitude  of  the 
Sovereign;  and  when  fhe  entered  the  coach, 
which  was  to  convey  herfelf  and  the  cap- 
tive King  from  Verfailles  to  Paris,  terrified 
at  the  cries  of  a  furious  multitude,  who 
feemed  to  demand  her  forfeit  life,  flie 
threw  herfelf  into  the  arms  of  La  Fayette, 
who  offered  her  his  hand  at  the  door  of  the 
carriage  ;  and  whofe  protedion  fhe  invok- 
ed, to  preferve  her  from  outrage  and  death. 
Placing  the  Dauphin  in  her  lap,  and  feated 
by  her  hufband,  the  cavalcade  moved  flowly 
towards  the  capital ;  while  the  heads  of 
murdered  **  Gardes  du  Corps,"  borne 
on  poles,  and  held  up  to  her  view,  pre- 
fented  a  melancholy  profped  of  her 
own  probable  defliny.  They  at  length 
reached  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries, 
thus  accompanied,    and  took  poiTeffion  of 

that 
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that  part  of  it,  deftined  for  their  reception 
and  refidence  ;  while  cannon,  mounted  at 
the  principal  avenues,  under  pretence  of 
fafety  and  defence,  fecured  them  from 
refcue,  and  rendered  efcape  impra6ticable. 
Perhaps  no  day,  fo  ignominious  to  the 
Royal  dignity  had  been  beheld,  fince  the 
elevation  of  the  Capetain  Princes  to  the 
throne  of  France.  The  capture  and  impri- 
fonment  of  Louis  the  Ninth,  at  Damietta, 
of  King  John,  at  Poidliers,  and  of  Francis 
the  Firft,  at  the  battle  of  Pavia,  however 
unfortunate  and  humiliating,  yet  were  at 
leafl:  foftened  by  many  confiderations. 
Thofe  Monarchs  were  all  taken  in  arms, 
after  exerting  the  mofl  heroic  adts  of 
valour  againft  their  conquerors,  and  owed 
their  misfortunes  only  to  the  chance  of  war. 
Even  Henry  the  Third,  when  he  fled 
from  his  capital,  purfued  by  the  Guifes, 
yet  retained  his  perfonal  independence, 
and  foon  returned  to  beliege,  and  to  chaf- 
tifc  his  rebellious  fubjed:s.  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth, funk  below  efteem  or  commifer- 
ation,  and  not  having  exerted  either  abi- 
U  lity 


(     146     ) 

lity  or  courage,  in  the  defence  of  his  in- 
vaded prerogatives,  only  held  a  precarious 
life,  at  the  mercy  of  a  fcditious  and  info- 
lent  populace,  who  having  already  impri- 
foned,  might  in  any  moment  of  refentment, 
terminate  the  reign  of  their  fallen  and  de- 
graded King.  The  palace  in  which  he 
was  confined,  having  been  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  negleded  for  more  than  a  century, 
during  which  time  Paris  had  rarely  feen 
any  Sovereign  refident  in  the  metropolis, 
was  totally  unfit  for  the  reception  of  a 
Court;  and  even  the  apartments  which 
were  occupied  by  the  King  himfelf,  were 
in  fo  ruinous  or  decayed  a  condition,  as  not 
altogether  to  exclude  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  To  this  fituation  was  a  Monarch 
reduced,  who  only  a  few  months  before, 
might  be  regarded  as  at  the  fummit  of  hu- 
man greatnefs ;  and  the  foundations  of 
whofe  throne,  flrengthened  by  long  poflef- 
fion,  and  by  habits  of  obedience,  feemed  to 
bid  defiance  to  all  the  ordinary  convulfions, 
which  overturn  empires,  and  deflroy  the 
firmeft  fabrics  of  human  povverand  wifdom. 

While 
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While  thefe  fcenes  of  outrage  and  vio- 
lence were  exhibiting  in  France,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  imagine  a  pidure  of  more  complete 
ferenity,  than  England  prefented;   and  this 
internal   repofe,    was    accompanied   with 
every  circumftance  of  external  profperity, 
and    augmenting    national    confideration. 
The  year,  which   immediately  fucceeded 
the  malady  of  George  the  Third,  may  be 
ranked  among  the  happieft  of  his  reign, 
whether  it  be  cenfidered  as  perfonally  affect- 
ing himfelf,  or  as  produdiive  of  felicity  to 
his  people.    The  recent  danger  from  which 
he  had  efcaped,  rendered  his  health  and 
fafety  peculiarly  precious  to  his  fubjedls  ; 
as  the   animated   expreflions  of  their  at- 
tachment and  loyalty,  mufl;  have  deeply 
touched  the  heart  of  a  Prince,  infinitely 
fenfible  to  thefe  genuine  marks  of  affecftion. 
The  character  of  the  Sovereign,  was  not 
more  formed  to  produce,  than  that  of  his 
Adminiftration  was  to  perpetuate,  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity.     The  conduct  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  late 
commotions  in  France,  may  be  held  up 
U  2  as 
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as  a  model  of  political  honor  and  reditude; 
perhaps,  equally  fo  of  wifdom.  Unlike 
to  Richlieu,  who  fomented  the  caufes  of 
difcord,  between  Charles  the  Firft  and  his 
Parliament :  unlike  to  Vergennes,  who 
Simulated  the  Americans  to  refinance;  and 
after  a  feries  of  indired:  and  infiduous  arts, 
violated  the  mofl  folemn  treaties,  in  order 
to  affure  their  final  independence :  the 
Engliih  Minifter  fteadily  and  fyftemati- 
cally  adhered  to  the  moft  exa6t  neutrality. 
The  native  elevation  of  his  mind,  and  the 
magnanimity,  which  has  ever  charadierifed 
his  meafures,  rendered  him  incapable  of 
defcending  to  the  little  artifices  of  crooked 
and  vulgar  ftatefmen.  The  probity  of  his 
private  life,  pervaded  and  marked  his  pub- 
lic line  of  adion  ;  nor  did  (o  uncommon 
and  dignified  a  mode  of  proceeding,  under 
circumflances  which  might  feem  to  juftify 
and  authorize  a  more  relaxed  condudt,  fail 
to  produce  its  full  efFedl  on  the  two  nations, 
who  were  peculiarly  affeded  by  it,  as  well 
as  on  the  other  flates  of  Europe.  Some 
approbation,  if  not  admiration,  is  indeed 

due 
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due  to  a  Government,  who  have  been  able 
to  unite  vigour,  energy,   and  protection, 
with  the  mofl   rehgious  adherence  to  the 
national  faith,  and  to  every  principle   of 
found  and  generous  policy. 

The  period,  which  is  comprifed  between 
the  months  of  May  1789  and  1790,  like  the 
reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  aflFords  few  mate- 
rials for  hiftory,   drawn  from  the  interior 
events  of  the  time.    England,  at  peace  with 
all  the  world,  in  the  bofom  of  repofe,  faw 
her  commerce  and  manufactures  expand, 
her  credit  augment,   and  her  name  excite 
refpecfl  among  the   moft,  dijftant   nations; 
while  many  of  the  great  furrounding  Euro- 
pean kingdoms,  were  either  involved  in  fo- 
reign war,  or  defolated  by  domeftic  troubles . 
This  tranquillity  was  not  however  allied  to 
an  ignominious  and  enervate  floth;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  was  fecured  by  vigilance,  ac- 
tivity, and  exertion.    In  conjunction  with 
Pruffia  and  Holland,   Great  Britain   indi- 
redtly  extended  her  attention  and  fuccour 
to  Guftavus  the  Third,  linking  under  an 
unequal  ccnteft  with  the  valt  empire   of 
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Ruilia.  She  retrained  and  arrefted  Denmark, 
even  after  that  power,  as  an  auxiliary  of  the 
Court  of  Peterfburgh,  had  already  taken  up 
arms,  and  committed  hoftilities  againfl: Swe- 
den.   She  fignified  to  Leopold,  who  had  re- 
cently fucceeded  to  the  thrones  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  her  defire  that  he  would  re- 
call his    troops,   from  the  Banks  of  the 
Danube;  and  flie  fuftained  by  her  negocia- 
tions,  thenrmnefs  of  the  Ottoman  counfels, 
while  fhe  filently,  but  not  lefs  decidedly, 
impofed  limits  on  the  ambition  of  their 
great  enemy  Catherine  the  Second,  by  pro- 
hibiting her  fleet  from  prefuming  to  quit 
the  Baltic,  and  to  complete  the  deftrudtion 
of  the  Turks  in  the  Archipelago. 

In  this  exalted  fituation,  to  which  per- 
haps no  parallel  in  our  annals  can  be  ad- 
duced, fince  the  termination  of  the  fhort, 
but  fplendid  protediorate  of  Cromwell,  a 
florm  unexpectedly  and  fuddenly  arofe, 
from  a  quarter,  w^here  it  would  feem,  that 
no  forelight  or  precautions  could  have  anti- 
cipated the  danger.  Among  the  new  and 
unexplored  paths  of  commerce,  which  the 
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fpirit  of  a  difcerning  and  adventurous  peo- 
ple, had  attempted  to  open  fince  the  peace 
of   1783,   were   particularly  two,    which 
appeared  to   promife  the  moft  beneficial 
returns.     The  firll:  was  a  whale  fifliery, 
fimilar  to  that  which  had  been  carried  on 
for  ages,  near  the  coafts  of  Greenland; 
but    transferred    to    the   Southern   hemi- 
fphere,  near  the  extremity  of  Patagonia, 
and  in   the  flormy  feas    which  furround 
Cape    Horn ;    as   well  as   in   the   Pacific 
Ocean.    In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  this 
branch  of  trade  had   augmented  rapidly, 
and  was  found  on  trial,  to  afford  very  im- 
portant advantages ;    nor  had  it  received 
any  impediment,  from  the  vague  pretenfions 
of  the  Spanilli  Crown,  to  the  fovereignty  of 
the  fhores  wafhed  by  that  ocean,  which 
was  the  fcene  of  their  -exertions. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  enterprizes,  original 
in  its  own  nature,  able  in  its  conception, 
bold  in  its  execution,  and  having  no  pre- 
cedent for  its  guidance,  was  diredted  to 
countries  and  to  objed:s,  almoft  as  much 
unknown  to  geographical,  as  to  commercial 

knowledge 
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knowledge  or  experience.     It  demanded 
many  qualities,  rarely  and  difficultly  con>- 
bined  :    a  confiderable  capital ;  miniilerial 
approbation;    faithful    and  capable  con- 
dudiors;  dextrous  navigators;    and  above 
all,  much  time  and  perfeverance,  to  ripen, 
and  ultimately  recompenfe  the  perfons,  en- 
gaging in  fo  eccentric  and  expenlive  an  ex- 
pedition.   This  extraordinary  union  of  ta- 
lents  and   circumilances   was,     however, 
found  in  men  of  no  fuperior  defcription, 
among:  the  mercantile  inhabitants  of  Lon* 
don ;  and  it  will  remain  a  flriking  monu.-* 
ment  to  future  ages,  of  the  energy,   capa* 
city,  and  nautical  ability,  which  dilHnguilh 
the  prefent  century  and  the  Britifli  nation, 
above  the  mofl  enlightened  periods  of  any 
antient  or  modern  people. 

The  North  Weft  coaft  of  America,  the 
part  of  the  earth  to  which  this  embarka- 
tion was  deftined,  was  not  only  fo  remote, 
but  fo  undefined,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expreflion,  that  its  very  exiftence  remained 
unknown  or  doubtful,  before  the  difcove- 
lies  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Third. 

At 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  pre fent  cen- 
tury, it  was  thought  to  be  almoft  as  much 
beyond  the  ordinary  bounds  of  navigation, 
as  the  iflands  of  the  Hefperides  appeared 
to  the  Greeks ;  and  Swift  himfelf,  only 
eighty  years  ago,  when  he  compofed 
the  entertaining  voyages  of  Lemuel  Gul- 
liver, efteeming  it  the  proper  region  of 
fable  and  romance,  felected  it  for  the 
pofition  of  his  irhaginary  Brobdignag. 
The  immenfe  trad:  of  land,  extending 
northward  from  California  and  New  Al- 
bion to  the  Frozen  Sea,  had,  indeed,  in  a 
more  recent  period,  been  partly  explored, 
and  faintly  traced  by  Cook ;  though  much 
remained,  for  future  enterprize  and  induflry 
to  accomplifli,  before  this  difcovery  could 
be  converted  to  any  purpofe  of  public 
utility.  He  had,  however,  afcertained  the 
exiftence  of  the  continent ;  and  he  had 
received  from  the  barbarous  natives,  with 
whom  he  eftablifhed  a  fpecies  of  barter,: 
feme  valuable  fpecimens  of  furs,  in  ex- 
change for  European  commodities  of  a 
far  inferior  nature. 

X  The 
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The  hope  of  procuring  a  conliderabie 
number  of  thefe  rare  and  coflly  fkins,  for 
the  fale  of  which,  a  very  advantageous  mar- 
ket prefented  itfelf  at  Canton  in  China,  was 
the  leading  inducement  to  the  adventurers^ 
who  engaged  in  the  expedition.  But,  in 
the  purfuit  of  private  emolument,  objects 
of  general  and  national  confequence,  were 
necelTarily  implicated  and  interwoven. 
Behind  this  coaft,  to  the  eaftward,  lay  the 
vaft  continent  of  America;  opening  a  field 
to  commercial  a(5tivity  and  refearch,  in 
which  the  imagination  itfelf  was  loft. 
The  difcovery  of  a  communication  through 
this  unexplored  country,  and  which  may 
ultimately  conned:  it,  to  a  certain  degree, 
w^ith  our  fettlements  in  Hudfon's  Bay, 
appears  from  their  account,  not  to  be= 
totally  vifionary,  though  it  was  regarded 
as  fuch,  by  Cookhimfelf. 

Conceptions  and  enterprizes,  more  cal- 
culated to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  induf- 
try ;  to  conned:  the  moft  remote  parts 
of  the  planet  of  the  earth,  by  the  bands  of 
amity  and  commerce ;  to  extend  the  limits 

of 
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<of  the  human  mind;  and  to  immortalize, 
while  they  enriched  the  nation  which  ori- 
ginated them,  have  perhaps  fcarcely  ever 
been  imagined  or  executed.  They  were 
not  inferior  to  the  mofl  fublime  and 
daring  expeditions  of  antient  Greece,  and 
feemed  to  partake  of  the  fpirit  of  Co- 
lumbus :  though  the  prefent  age,  fami- 
liarized to  naval  Ikill  and  enterprize,  no 
longer  fees  with  the  [fame  admiration,  or 
confers  the  fame  eulogiums  on  modern 
candidates  for  fame ;  who  are  feldom 
regarded  through  any  other  medium, 
than  that  of  utility,  or  pecuniary  advan- 
tage. 

Animated  by  thefe  views,  and  having 
received  the  mofl  affirmative  marks  of 
the  protection  of  Government  previous 
to  their  departure,  five  fhips  were  fitted 
out  from  London,  in  1785,  and  the  two 
fucceeding  years.  Four  of  thefe  velTels, 
after  doubling  Cape  Horn,  arrived  fafely 
on  the  North  Weft  coaft  of  America, 
The  fanguine  expe(flations  which  had 
Sjger)  entertained,  of  efFed:ing  a  lucrative 
X  2  exchange 
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exchange  of  commodities  with  the  natives, 
were  fully  ^nd  fpeedily  realized.  Cargoes 
of  the  fineft  furs  were  procured,  and 
fold  to  the  Chinefe,  even  under  great 
commercial  difcouragements  and  pecuniary 
impoiitions,  at  fo  high  a  price,  as  amply 
to  reimburfe  and  enrich  the  adventurers. 
Other  attempts,  of  a  fimilar  nature,  were 
made  from  Bengal ;  and  tv/o  veiTels  were 
fucceffively  difpatched  from  the  Ganges,  to 
the  fame  coaft,  in  the  year  1786.  A  f^dlory 
was  eftablifhed  at  Nootka  Sound,  a  port 
firuated  in  the  fiftieth  degree  pf  northern 
latitude,  on  the  fliore  of  America.  Polfeffion 
of  it  was  folemnly  taken,  in  the  name  of  the 
Sovereign  and  Crown  of  England :  amicahle 
treaties  were  concluded  with  the  chiefs  of 
the  neighbouring  diftridjts  j  and  a  trail  of 
land  was  purchaf^d  from  one  of  them, 
on  which  the  new  proprietors  proceeded 
to  form  a  fettlement,  and  to  conftrudt 
Itorehoufes.  Every  thing  bore  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  rifing  colony,  and  each 
year  opened  new  fources  of  commefce 
and  advantage. 

Although 
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,^.  Although  individuals,  occupied  in  exr 
.crtions  of  this  private  nature,  could  not  be 
^expeded  to  extend  their  views  or  efforts, 
..to  objedts  of  public  utility,  yet  fome 
further  information  was  collaterally  and 
incidentally  acquired,  refpedling  the  con- 
tinent .of  America,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
voyages.  It  is  even  pretended,  that  a 
floop,  named  the  *'  Wafhington,"  navi- 
gated for  fome  hundred  miles,  along  a 
vail  number  of  iflands,  fcattered  in  a  fea, 
which  interfedis  that  continent  in  a  north- 
caft  direction :  and  though  the  accounts 
Jiitherto  received  or  tranfmitted,  of  this 
extraordinary  and  interefting  fad:,  are  not 
either  fo  minute,  or  fo  accurate,  as  by  any 
means  to  entitle  them  to  be  implicitly  re- 
ceived, yet  they  appear  to  be  not  totally 
deftitute  of  foundation  and  probability. 
Every  profped,  either  of  national  advan- 
tage, or  of  private  emolument,  which  the 
commerce  of  thefe  coafls  feemed  to  promife 
to  Great  Britain,  was,  however,  deftined 
^o  experience  a  fudden  and  unexpeded 
fufpenfion. 

On 
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On  the  6th  of  May,  1789,  two  Spaniflsi 
iTiips  of  war  entered  Nootka  Sound  ;  the 
.commanding  officer  of  which,  after  mak- 
ing every  profeflion  of  amity  during  feveraj 
days,  feized  on  the  Enghfh  veflels,  in  the 
name  of  his  Sovereign,  as  they  fucceffively 
arrived  from  various  parts  of  the  coafl, 
imprifoned  the  crews,  confifcated  or  plun- 
dered the  cargoes,  and  ultimately  carried 
them  as  lawful  prizes,  to  St.  Bias,  ii^ 
Mexico.  Violations  {o  unprovoked,  not 
only  of  the  peace  fubfifting  between  th^ 
two  Monarchies,  but  of  all  the  laws  efta-- 
blifhed  between  civilized  nations,  were  acr 
companied  and  aggravated  by  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  duplicity,  infolence,  and  cru- 
elty ;  while  they  were  contrafted  with  the 
moftfriendlyaffiftance  and  attentions, fhewi> 
to  the  captains  of  two  American  fhips,  the 
**  Walhington"  and  the  **  Columbia,"  who 
had  been  brought  by  the  fame  commercial 
inducements,  to  the  port  of  Nootka.  Thefe 
teflimonies  of  proted:ion  and  regard,  were 
even  carried  fo  far  by  the  Spaniards,  as  to 
compel  the  crew  of  one  of  the  captured 
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Englifli  veflels,  to  affift  in  navigating  the 
**  Columbia*'  to  Canton ;  through  which 
channel,  the  firft  regular  and  authentic  ac- 
count of  thefe  ad:s  of  hoftility,  was  of- 
ficially tranfmitted  to  the  Englifh  Adminif- 
tration,  though  they  had  been  preceded,  by 
fome  vague  and  indiftind:  intimations  of 
the  fame  nature,  made  by  the  Spanifh  am« 
baflador  at  the  Court  of  London. 

The  condud;  of  the  Firft  Minifter  on 
receiving  this  intelligence,  evinced  no  lefs 
the  magnanimity,  than  the  decifion  of  his 
charader.  Without  defcending  to  the  te- 
dious and  humiliating  forms  of  requeft  with 
the  Court  of  Spain,  which  might  elude 
and  protracft,  if  not  ultimately  refufe,  ac- 
cording to  its  ufual  policy,  any  reparation 
for  thefe  outrages;  he,  in  the  firfl:  inftance, 
by  a  melTage  from  the  King,  informed  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliam.ent,  of  the  whole 
feries  of  tranfadions.  He  clearly  evinced 
the  nullity  and  injuftice  of  any  general  pre- 
tenfions,  on  the  part  of  the  Spanilli  Crown, 
to  a  territory,  difcovered,  planted,  and  oc- 
cupied by  the  Englifh  j  but  in  particular,  to 
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the  Port  of"  Nootka,  iituated  at  a  diftance 
from  any  known  fettlement,  belonging  to 
that  nation.  He  profefTed  his  anxious  dtlrre^ 
to  terminate  by  amicable  explanation  and 
treaty,  the  prefent  caufe  of  difpute.  He 
at  the  fame  time  declared  his  determined 
itttention,  not  only  to  exad:  from  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  an  adequate  fatisfadtion 
and  compenfation  for  the  injuries  recently' 
fuftaiined  ;  but  to  compel  Spain  to  renounce 
decidedly  and  formally,  any  indefinite  claim 
which  fhe  might  have  fet  up,  either  to  the' 
cxclufivc  navigation  of  the  Pacific  ocean, 
or  to  the  fovercignty  of  the  whole  North 
Weft  coaft  of  America.  He  called  on  the 
loyalty,  dignity,  and  honour  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  for  fupport,  in  maintaining 
thefe  invaded  rights  by  force  of  arms,  if 
Spain  fhonid  be  infenfible  to  the  language 
of  reafon. 

The  approbation  which  fo  manly  an 
appeal  to  the  nation  excited,  was  general 
and  animated.  The  leaders  of  Oppofition 
joined  in  that  fentiment,  and  cxprefTed  their 
convic^tion  of  the  wifdom,  as  well  as 
3  neceflity. 
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neceflity,  of  fuftaining  by  every  military 
and  naval  exertion,  the  efFed:  of  nego- 
tiation. The  celerity  with  which  thefe 
refoUitions  were  followed,  in  the  equip- 
ment of  a  powerful  armament,  was  cal- 
culated to  augment  the  high  reputation  of 
the  Miniflry  throughout  Europe,  while  it 
called  into  adion  all  the  refources  of  the 
kingdom..  A  diflblution  of  Parliament,  un- 
queliionably  judicious  under  the  circum-r 
ftance  of  a  probably  impending  war,  fol- 
lowed thefe  dem^on Orations  of  refentment, 
and  demands  of  reparation. 

If  we  compare  the  energy  and  decifion 
of  fo  vigorous  a  line  of  condu(5l,  with 
that  which  was  adopted  by  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  or  Lord  North,  in  fimilar 
(ituations,  the  contrail  mull  be  highly 
flattering  to  the  prefent  Adminiftration. 
The  fluggilh  and  relud:ant  dilinclination 
of  the  former,  to  perceive  or  to  refent 
the  depredations,  committed  by  the  Spa- 
niards upon  the  Englifli  trade,  during  a  long 
fcries  of  years ;  while  it  emboldened  the 
Y  enemy. 
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enemy,  deprefTed  the  genius  of  England : 
until  Parliament,  roufed  by  fuch  a  conti- 
nuation of  infults  and  indignities,  at  length 
vindicated  the  national  honour,  and  drove 
the  Minifler  from  the  fuperintendence  of 
affairs. 

The  temporifing  and  pufiUanimous 
counfels  of  Lord  North,  in  the  difpute 
refpeding  the  Falkland  Iflands ;  and 
the  ultimate  termination  of  it,  which 
left  the  right  undecided,  and  even  alTerted 
by  the  Court  of  Madrid,  at  the  fame 
moment  that  from  motives  of  political 
convenience,  Spain  thought  proper  to  cede 
the  contefted  territory  to  England ;  thefe 
humiliating  meafures,  expofed  and  repro- 
bated by  the  pen  of  Junius,  Hand  in  need 
of  no  comment,  and  are  fufficiently  appre- 
ciated by  a  juft  and  difcerning  people. 

Spain  was  no  longer  governed  by 
Charles  the  Third,  at  the  time  when 
thefe  interefting  events  took  place.  That 
Prince,  after  a  reign  of  above  twenty 
years  as  Sovereign  of  Naples,  had  afccnded 
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the  Spanlfh  throne,  on  the  death  of  his 
brother  Ferdmand  the  Sixth,  in  1759; 
and  expired,  at  a  very  advanced  period  of 
life,  in  December,  1788.  His  unconcealed 
diflike  of  the  Englifh  nation,  from  whom 
in  his  youth  he  had  received  fome  fignal 
benefits,  as  well  as  fome  painful  and  per- 
fonal  humiliations,  had  probably  induced 
him,  even  more  than  the  ties  of  blood,  or 
connexions  of  policy  with  the  Court  of 
France,  to  join  that  kingdom  in  two  fuc- 
ceffive  wars,  which  flie  carried  on  againft 
Great  Britain. 

To  the  counfels  of  his  reign,  and  pro- 
bably to  a  fy ftematic  plan,  in  concert  with 
the  Cabinet  of  Verfailles,  for  attacking 
the  commerce,  and  fetting  limits  to  the 
enterprizes  of  England  on  the  North  Weft 
coafl  of  America,  we  may  without  injuflice 
attribute  the  ad:s  of  violence,  committed 
by  Don  Martinez  in  the  Port  of  Nootka. 
The  fhort  period,  compriling  fcarcely  five 
months,  which  elapfed  between  the  death 
of  Charles  the  Third,  and  thofe  infracftions 
of  the  peace,  previoufly  fubfifling  between 
Y  %  the 
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the  two  Crowns,  leave  no  room  to  doubt, 
that  the  original  orders  were  ilTued  during 
the  life  of  the  late  Sovereign. 

Charles  the  Fourth  fucceeded  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  monarchy  under  thefe  circumftances. 
Though  of  a  mature  age,  his  charad:er  was 
little  known    or  underftood,   bevond  the 
limits    of   his    own   dominions.     In  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  he  had  appeared  to 
evince  fentiments  moreCaftilian,  than  any 
of  the  defcendants  of  Philip  the  Fifth  had 
hitherto  discovered ;  and  to  promife  a  reign, 
in  which   the  feelings  of  a  common  ori- 
gin and  defcent,  would  influence  lefs  on 
afiairs  of  ftate,  than  a  wife  confideration 
of  the  true  policy  and  interefts,  becoming 
a  genuine  King  of  Spain.     It  may  how- 
ever be  queftioned,  whether  this  anticipa- 
tion  of  his  maxims  and  fuppofed  line  of 
condudt,  will  be  confirm.ed  by  experience; 
and  whether  he  will  emancipate  himfelf 
from  the  partialities,  naturally  conned:ed 
with  his    near    affinity  to  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth.    The    fame    Miniflers    feem     to 
govern,  and   the  fame  principles  to  ani- 
%  mate, 
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mate,  the  Court  of  Madrid,  wliich  have 
uniformly  characterized  it,  fince  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  Spanifli  branch  of  the 
Houfc  of  Auftria  :  and  the  time  is  proba- 
bly flill  diftant,  when  the  pernicious  effecT:s 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  uniting  two 
monarchies,  which  for  ages  anterior  to 
that  event  had  never  ad:ed  in  conjunction 
againft  Great  Britain,  will  have  finally 
ceafed  to  operate. 

Meanwhile,  the  efforts  of  the  FirftMinif- 
terto  terminate  the  prefent  difpute  by  nego- 
tiation, kept  equal  pace  with  the  exertions, 
made  to  equip  a  formidable  naval  force. 
At  the  fame  time  that  a  fleet,  the  command 
of  which  was    deftined   to   Lord   Howe, 
affembled  at  Portfmouth,  Mr.  Fitzherbert 
was  difpatched  as  ambalTador  to  Madrid, 
in  order  to  try  the  efFed;  of  remonftrance 
and  expoflulation.      The  Englifli  people, 
unanimous  in  their  approbation  of  the  mea- 
fures  purfued,  and  in  their  demand  of  re- 
paration for  the  injuries   fuflained,  loudly 
called   for  inflant  war,    or  for  the  moft 
unequivocal  and   fatisfacSory   conceflions. 

The 
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The  convulfions,  and  embarralTed  ftate  of 
the  French  monarchy,  together  with  the 
perfonal  fituation  of  the  King  of  France, 
appeared  to  render  an  adherence  to,  or 
completion  of  the  family  compadl  imprac- 
ticable, however  well  inclined  the  Court 
of  Verfailles  might  be  fiippofed,  to  aflift 
and  fupport  her  ally. 

Spain  doubtlefs  felt  and  regretted  this 
incapacity,  which  compelled  her  to  com- 
mence a  war  againll  England,  unaflifted 
by  any  European  power ;  and  the  event  of 
which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  might 
be  fatal  to  her  grandeur  or  commerce  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  She  feemed  to 
yield  to  thefe  obvious  coniiderations ;  and 
the  Spanifh  Miniftry,  towards  the  clofe  of 
July,  agreed  to  make  a  compenfation  for 
the  loffes,  fuftained  by  theEnglifli  adven- 
turers plundered  at  Nootka,  as  a  bafis  or 
preliminary  to  a  final  and  amicable  arrange- 
ment. Notwithftanding,  however,  this  ap- 
parent defire  of  adjufting  the  points  in  dif- 
pute,  and  of  avoiding  the  ultimate  appeal  to 
the  fword,  every  exertion  was  not  only  made 
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in  the  ports  of  Cadiz  and  Ferrol,  to  fit  out  a 
numerous  Iquadron  ;  but  the  Spanifli  am- 
balTador  at  the  Court  of  France,  expended 
the  treafures  of  his  mafter,  in  endeavours  to 
induce  the  National  AlTembly,  to  adopt  the 
quarrels  of  Charles  the  Fourth,  and  to 
fulfil  in  its  whole  extent,  the  obligations  of 
the  family  conipad:. 

His  labours,  though  not  equally  fuccefs- 
ful,  as,  under  more  propitious  circum- 
llances,  they  might  have  proved,  yet  pro- 
duced a  vote,  favourable  to  the  views  and 
wifhes  of  the  Crown  of  Spain.  A  general 
profelTion,  on  the  part  of  the  National 
Affem.bly,  of  adherence  to  the  flipulations, 
formed  between  the  two  nations ;  and  a  re- 
folution  inftantly  to  arm  a  confiderable  na- 
val force  at  Brefl,  were  procured  and  pub- 
liflied.  The  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  and  perma- 
nent accommodation,  between  the  Courts 
of  London  and  Madrid,  which  the  firft 
conceffion  on  the  part  of  the  latter  power- 
had  excited,  gradually  grew  more  uncer- 
tain and  problematical.  Autumn  advanced, 
without  any  certainty  or  decifion  on  this 
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great  point ;  and  though  the  fleet  of  Eng- 
land, which  had  cruized  in  the  Bay  of  Bif- 
cay  during  near  fix  weeks,  returned  again 
to  Spithead,  without  having  feen  an  enemy, 
yet  the  expectation  of  an  eventual  rupture, 
was  rather  augmented  than  diminiilied. 

While  thefe  negotiations  and  armaments 
detained  the  V/ell  of  Europe  in  fufpenfe,the 
moil  important  and  unexpeded  events  had 
taken  place,  among  the  Princes  of  the 
Germanic  empire,  in  confequence  of  the 
death  of  the  late  Emperor,  Jofeph  the 
Second.  That  reltlefs  and  turbulent  Prince, 
exhaufted  in  body,  and  agitated  in  mind, 
expired  at  Vienna,  in  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  year.  His  vaft,  but  divided 
and  revolted  provinces,  devolved  to  his  bro- 
ther Leopold,  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany. 
Few  Sovereigns  have  ever  acceded  to  a 
throne,  under  more  critical  and  alarming 
circumftances.  Though  Laudohn  had 
clofed  his  brilliant  career  of  military 
glory,  and  even  fhed  a  lullre  over  the  lall 
hours  of  Jofeph,  by  the  capture  of  Bel- 
grade :  though  the  Turks  had  been  driven 
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beyond    the    Danube,    and   the    Imperial 
troops  had  at  length  penetrated  into  Servia 
and     Moldavia  ;     yet    thefe    advantages, 
bought  with    three   campaigns,    and  pre- 
ceded by   defeats   and   difafters,  offered  a 
very  inadequate  compenfation  for  the  cala- 
mities,  which  menaced  or  afflicSted  every 
other  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria.      Hungary,    fo  renowned    for 
its  enthufiaftic  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
Maria  Therefa,   when   that  Princefs   was 
involved  in  the  deepeft  diftrefs,  had  been 
alienated  by   her   fucccfTor;  who  infulted 
their  moft  lacred  prejudices,   while  he  in- 
vaded   their    moft    valuable    immunities. 
Pofterity  will  fcarcely  believe,  that  this  in- 
judicious and  infatuated  Prince,  foon  after 
his  acceffion,  from  refentment  to  the  Hun- 
garians, not  only  removed  the  crown  and 
regalia  of  that  monarchy  from  Buda,  the 
antient  capital  to  Vienna :  but,  as  a  mark 
of  fcorn  and  contempt,   caufed  thefe  ve- 
nerable infignia  of  the  kingly  dignity,   in- 
expreffibly  precious  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  people,  to  be  conveyed  from  one  capi- 
Z  tal 
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tal   to   the   other,   in  the   common  flage 
waggon. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  hung  over  Bohemia, 
with  a  prodigious  army,  ready  to  enter 
that  kingdom.  The  German  Princes  were 
almoft  univerfally  difaffedled  to  the  late 
Emperor,  and  had  reprobated  his  in- 
fidious  projedls,  for  an  exchange  of 
territory  with  the  Eledor  Palatine. 
The  Netherlands,  irritated  by  a  long 
feries  of  opprelTion,  confifcation,  and 
violation  of  all  their  ancient  liberties,  had 
renounced  any  allegiance  to  a  Prince^ 
whom  they  regarded  not  as  a  prote(5lor, 
but  a  tyrant.  Philip  the  Second,  when 
he  recalled  the  fanguinary  Duke  of  Alva» 
was  fcarcely  more  detelled,  and  had  not 
more  completely  loft  the  Low  Countries » 
than  Jofeph  the  Second  had  done.  Dalton, 
though  at  the  head  of  a  regular  and  formi- 
dable body  of  forces,  had  been  compelled 
precipitately  to  evacuate  BrufTels,  and  to 
feek  his  fafety  in  a  diforderly  and  ignomi- 
nious retreat.  Luxembourg  alone  remained, 
of  all   the  ten  provinces,  when  Leopold 
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fucceeded  to  his  brother;  and  Flanders  no 
longer  even  hftcned  to  the  proportions  of 
accommodation,  which  Jofcph  in  his  dying 
moments,  offered  to  his  revolted  fubjed:s. 

In  this  fituation,  furrounded  with  dif- 
ficulties, occafioned  by  the  ambition  and 
defpotifm  of  his  predecefTor,  the  new 
King  of  Hungary,  after  fome  months  of 
delay  and  irrefolution,  wifely  yielded  to 
the  neceflity,  impofed  on  him  by  the  dif- 
trad:ed  condition  of  his  affairs.  The 
Courts  of  Berlin  and  of  London,  adling 
in  concert,  and  fuflained  by  a  Pruiiian 
army,  gave  law  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
Leopold  confented  to  abandon  the  alliance 
of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruilia;  to  reilore  to 
'  Turkey  the  territories  lately  acquired;  and 
to  receive  his  Flemifh  fubjedts  into  favour, 
after  conceding  and  confirming,  in  the  moft 
extended  degree,  all  their  liberties  and 
privileges.  This  vigorous  and  fuccefsful 
interpofition,  was  inftantly  folio v>'ed  by  a 
peremptory  requilition,  on  the  part  of  the 
fame  Powers,  to  Catherine  the  Second,  by 
which  that  haughty  and  enterprizing 
Z  2  Princefs 
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Princcfs  was  required  to  follow  the  ex- 
ainple,  exhibited  by  the  King  of  Hungary; 
and  to  grant  an  equitable  peace  to  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  as  well  as  to  conclude  the  war, 
which  fhe  carried  on  againft  Sweden. 

From  fo  humiliating  a  neceffity,  the  Em- 
prefs  extricated  herfelf  by  one  of  the  moft 
rapid,  unforefeen,  and  perhaps  mafterly 
flrokes  of  policy,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
the  annals  of  the  prefent  century.  She  made 
a  peace  with  that  King  of  Sweden,  againft 
whom  flie  had  not  fcrupled,  a  few  years 
iince,  to  excite  his  own  foldiers  and  fub- 
je6ls  to  revolt :  who  had  fcarcely  efcaped 
from  captivity  at  Wybourg,  by  forcing  a 
pafTage  through  the  Ruffian  fleet,  with 
which  he  was  furrounded  :  and  who  had 
not  only  committed  hoftilities,  and  waged 
war  upon  her  empire ;  but  was  f  up-^ 
pofed  to  have  drawn  his  pen  againft: 
her  reputation,  and  to  have  accufed  her 
to  Europe,  and  to  future  times,  as  an 
ufurper,  infatiable  in  her  thirft  of  power, 
and  deftitute  of  faith  or  honour.  Only  a 
few   days  intervened,   between   the  moft 

rancorous 


(     173     ) 

rancorous  difplay  of  perfonal  enmity,  and 
the  folemn  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
peace :  while  Catherine,  liberated  by  this 
fuccefsful  exertion,  from  an  enemy  who 
detained  her  fleet  in  the  Baltic,  and  who 
might  prefent  himfelf  at  the  very  gates  of 
her  capital,  alTumed  new  vigour,  difJained 
to  fubmit  to  the  mandates  of  Pruflia,  and 
continued  her  military  operations  againfl 
the  Turks. 

She  did  not  flop  here  j  but,  irritated  by 
the  attempt  to  fetter  her  arms  and  limit 
her  conquefts,  fhe  prefTed  Guftavus  the 
Third  to  enter  into  a  confederacy  againft 
tbofe  powers,  w^ith  whom  he  had  been 
fo  lately  in  flrid:  alliance;  and  to  whofe 
timely  interference  or  good  offices,  he  had 
been  in  a  great  meafure  indebted  for  his 
prefervation.  She  negociated  anew  with 
the  Prince  Regent  and  Cabinet  of  Den- 
mark, whom  the  interpofition  of  England 
had  hitherto  relud:antly  retained  in  neutra- 
lity. She  corrupted,  or  perfuaded  the  Po- 
)ifli  Diet,  to  exprefs  fentiments  hoffile  to 
PruiTia;   and  encouraged  Spain  to  refufe 
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compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  Britifli 
Government. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  and  appear- 
ances, hoftile  or  inaufpicious  to  the  re- 
pofe  of  Europe,  the  month  of  Odober 
commenced.  During  its  progrefs,  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  the  nation  were  pain- 
fully fufpended,  by  the  uncertainty  of  the 
final  event.  The  impatience  and  anxiety, 
natural  to,  and  infeparable  from  fuch  a 
fituation,  were  infinitely  augmented  by  the 
fecrecy  and  filence,  which  furrounded  and 
concealed  the  operations  of  the  cabinet. 
The  powers  and  energies  of  Government, 
concentered  round  the  Firft  Minifter,  and 
veiled  in  his  perfon,  exhibited  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation,  all  the  vigor,  celerity,  and  de- 
cifion  of  adefpotifm,  unaccompanied  with 
its  chara^leriftic  and  concomitant  evils. 
Though  the  finefl:  and  moft  numerous  fleet, 
which  Great  Britain  had  ever  equipped,  lay 
at  Spithead,  ready  to  fi:and  out  into  the 
Atlantic  upon  the  fhorteft  notice  :  though 
Admiral  Cornifli,  at  the  head  of  eight 
fliips  of  the   line,    had  already  fet  fail; 
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and,  favored  by  an  eaflerly  wind,  was 
clear  of  the  Channel :  though  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Guards,  to  the  number  of 
above  two  thoufand  men,  were  under  or- 
ders to  march  to  Portfmouth ;  and  every 
preparation  was  made  to  facilitate  their 
prompt  embarkation :  though  the  blow 
which  impended  over  the  Spanifli  mo- 
narchy, hung  by  a  lingle  thread,  and 
might  every  inftant  fall ;  yet,  not  a 
whifper  tranfpired,  to  gratify  the  curi- 
ofity  of  an  eager  capital,  and  an  expedling 
country. 

Univerfal  ignorance,  or  fanciful  con- 
jed:ure  prevailed,  refped:ing  the  defti- 
nation  of  thefe  powerful  naval  and  mili- 
tary armaments ;  while  the  magnitude  and 
fcattered  pofition  of  the  Spanifh  domi- 
nions, from  the  mouth  of  the  Miffiflippi, 
to  that  of  the  river  Plate,  left  an  ample 
field  for  the  imagination,  and  afforded  fcopc 
for  unbounded  aflertion.  To  thofe  who 
recolled:ed  the  delays,  the  publicity,  and 
the  timidity,  which  degraded  the  coun- 
fels,  and  fruftrated  the  meafurei  or  exer- 
tions 
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tions  of  England,  during  the  Adminif- 
tration  which  condudlcd  the  American 
war,  the  prefent  contrail  was  matter  of 
equal  wonder  and  admiration.  The  na- 
tion, confcious  that  its  honour  and  its 
interefts  were  committed  to  a  Minifter  of 
tranfcendent  integrity  and  firmnefs,  pa- 
tiently waited  the  winding-up  of  the  ca- 
taflrophe,  with  eyes  fixed  on  its  condu(5tor. 
Opinion  fludluated  rapidly  and  capri- 
cioufly  from  war  to  peace,  as  the  moft 
trifling  events  appeared  to  indicate  the 
one  or  the  other;  and  October  expired 
as  it  had  begun,  in  uncertainty  and  fuf- 
pence. 

During  the  three  firft  days  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  month,  as  every  hour  might  be 
fuppofed  to  decide  on  this  momentous 
queflion,  expectation  feemed  to^have  at- 
tained its  higheft  point;  while  the  ra- 
pid approach  of  that  period,  when  Par- 
liament was  fummoned  to  meet  for  the  dif- 
patch  of  public  bufinefs,  and  the  advanced 
feafon  of  the  year,  added  to  the  length 
of  time  which  had  already  elapfed,  fince 

the 


(     177     ) 

the  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  ap- 
peared to  preclude  the  poffibility  of  any 
farther  delay.  It  was  not  till  the  fourth 
of  November,  a  day  already  rendered 
memorable  and  aufpicious  in  the  annals 
of  Great  Britain,  that  the  meffenger  fo 
long  expected,  arrived  with  pacific  intel- 
ligence. Spain,  after  a  refifl-ance,  pro- 
portioned to  the  magnitude  and  import- 
ance of  the  objects  contefted,  and  after 
peremptory  and  reiterated  refufals  to  con- 
cede upon  points,  equally  afFe(5ling  her 
pride  and  her  interefts ;  relaxed  at  once 
from  this  tone,  complied  with  the  de- 
mands of  England,  and  figned  a  **  Con- 
vention/* which  terminated  every  pail:  or 
prefent  caufe  of  difpute,  between  the  two 
Crowns. 

To  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  the 
Spanifh  Firft  Minifter,  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca,  this  timely  and  temperate 
refolution,  which  arrefted  the  fword  al- 
ready unfheathed,  was  attributed,  by  an 
opinion,  not  only  general,  but  unquef- 
tionably  fuftained«on  high  authority  and 
A  a  evidence. 
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evidence.  If  the  liiftorian  was  permitted 
to  fpeculate  upon  the  events  of  futurity; 
or  if,  from  afcertained  and  exifting  fad:s 
or  circumftances,  we  might  be  allowed 
to  predid:  refpeding  thofe,  which  would 
have  taken  place ;  it  is  more  than  merely 
probable,  that  Spain  mufl  have  fuflained 
very  deep  and  lafting  injury  from  that 
war,  which  was  thus  unexpeAedly  and 
fuddenly  averted. 

The  naval  power  of  England,  which  at 
no  period  of  pall  time,  had  ever  been  fo 
expeditioufly  or  vigoroufly  called  into  ac- 
tion :  the  fpirit  and  unanimity  which  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  kingdom  :  the  ac- 
knowledged energy  and  capacity  of  the  Ad- 
miniftration:  the  very  natute  of  the  war  in 
which  we  were  ready  to  engage,  which  muft 
have  been  not  only  offenfivc,  but  direded 
to  parts  of  the  globe,  peculiarly  calculated 
to  inflame  the  ardor  of  the  aflailants,  by 
profpeds  of  wealth  and  plunder :  the  de- 
fencelefs  and  unprotected  flate  of  many  of 
the  Spanifh  colonies,  in  both  hemifpheres  : 
the   anarchy,    and  confequent   incapacity 

of 
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of  France,  to  extend  any  prompt  and  ef- 
fedual  fupport  to  the  Crown  of  Spain : 
even  the  lefs  important,  but  (liftrefsful 
and  perplexing  embarraffments ,  relulting 
from  the  earthquake,  which  demolifhed 
the  fortrefs  of  Oran  upon  thecoaft  of  Afri- 
ca, almoft  precifelyat  the  fame  time,  when 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco  commenced  hof- 
tilities  againft  the  Catholic  King :  this 
combination  of  caufes  or  events,  in  which 
there  appears  to  be  no  exaggeration,  may 
perhaps,  without  the  imputation  of  na- 
tional partiality,  juftify  an  opinion,  that 
the  Spanifh  monarchy  was  fnatched,  by 
the  wife  and  yielding  policy  of  its  Minif- 
ter,  from  evils  and  calamities  of  no  com- 
mon defcription. 

While,  however,  I  anticipate  thefe  ad- 
vantages, which  might  probably  have  re- 
fulted  from  war,  under  the  circumflances 
already  enumerated  ;  it  is  unqueflionabie, 
that  to  a  country  fo  deeply  involved  in 
debt,  as  England,  no  fenes  of  conquefts, 
which  the  wildeft  imagination  can  fup- 
pofe,  had  they  even  been  realized,  could 
A  a  3  have 
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have  compenfated  for  the  misfortunes  In- 
feparably connedled  with  hoftilities.  Peace, 
even  though  only  obtained  upon  the  moil 
moderate,  and  barely  equitable  terms, 
mull,  to  every  reflecting  mind,  have  been 
far  preferable  to  the  acquifition  of  all  the 
provinces,  which  Cortez  ever  conquered, 
or  Pizarro  fubdued.  But,  the  **  Conven- 
tion,*' recently  ligned,  while  on  one  hand 
it  made  ample  reparation  and  reilitution 
to  the  injured  Crown,  and  plundered 
fubjecSs  of  Great  Britain ;  on  the  other, 
opened  new  and  unexplored  fources  of 
wealth  and  commerce. 

After  having  been  fubmitted  to  the  in- 
fpecftion  and  invefligation  of  the  people  of 
England,  during  many  weeks :  after  hav- 
ing received  the  moil:  authentic  atteftations 
of  public  gratitude  and  fatisfadlion,  in  ad- 
dreiTes  to  the  throne,  from  the  great  cor- 
porate bodies  of  London,  Edinburgh,  and 
Briftol  j  neceflarily  compofed  of  perfons, 
highly  fenfible  to,  and  highly  enlightened 
upon,  the  commercial  interefts  of  the 
country:  after  having  been  finally  dif- 
9  cuffed 
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cuffed,  with  all  the  feverity  of  pohtical 
criticifm,  in  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
and  attained  the  fand:ion  of  decided  ap- 
probation in  both:  having  undergone  thefe 
rigorous  difquifitions  upon  its  merits, 
the  **  Convention'*  may  be  examined, 
like  any  other  fad:  in  the  Englifli  annals, 
with  the  candour,  impartiality,  and  temper 
of  hiftory. 

That  Great  Britain  has  obtained  by  it 
points  and  objects,  hitherto  referved  or 
refufed  by  the  Court  of  Madrid,  in  every 
treaty  lince  the  termination  of  the  reign 
of  Philip  the  Fourth,  is  inconteftible. 
Time  alone  can  completely  afcertain  the 
value  and  intrinfic  worth  of  thefe  con- 
ceilions,  which  are,  in  a  great  degree,  de- 
pendant on  the  induflry  and  enterprize 
exerted,  in  converting  them  to  national 
advantage.  That  jealous  and  tenacious 
power,  which  originally  difcovered  and 
conquered  the  New  World,  over  which 
fhe  has  always  endeavoured  to  draw  the 
deepeft  veil,  while  flie  excluded  every  Eu- 
ropean ftate  from  any  participation  in  her 

vail 


(       l82       ) 

vaft  acquifitions ;  has,  for  the  firfl:  time, 
receded  from  her  high  and  exclufive  pre- 
tenfions.  The  pretended  donation  of  the 
See  of  Rome,  and  all  the  antiquated 
claims,  which  long  prefcription  had  ren- 
dered venerable,  have  been  for  ever  relin- 
quilhed  and  abandoned  by  the  prefent  Con- 
vention. The  navigation  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  is,  in  effed:,  declared  to  be  as  free 
as  that  of  the  Atlantic.  The  right,  claimed 
by  England,  of  purfuingthe  fifhery  onthofe 
parts  ofthecoall:  of  South  America,  un- 
occupied and  uncolonized  by  Spain,  is  not 
only  avowed  :  but,  a  vafl  trad:  of  the  Ma- 
gellanic regions,  on  either  fide  of  Cape 
Horn,  comprizing  the  whole  coaft,  below 
the  mofl  fouthern  fettlement  already  made 
by  the  Spaniards,  is  declared  to  be  free 
to  both  countries,  for  every  purpofe  of 
temporary  accommodation;  while  the  two 
Crowns  are  equally  interdided  and  re- 
flrained,  from  forming  future  permanent 
eflablifliments,  on  that  inhofpitable  Ihore. 
In  return  for  this  liberal  and  ample  con- 
ceflion,  England  fubmits  to  the  equita- 
ble 
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ble  demand,  of  not  permitting  her  vefTels 
to  approach  within  ten  leagues  of  the  coafts 
and  countries,  adually  occupied  by  Spain, 
upon  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

On  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of  America, 
the  original  difcovery,  occupancy,  and 
fovcreignty  of  which,  appear  to  furnifli 
matter  of  infinite  doubt  and  difcufhon, 
ftill  greater  advantages  are  fecured  by  the 
Convention.  Without  recapitulating  the  pri- 
mary ground  of  difpute,  upon  which  clear 
and  immediate  fatisfadion  is  flipulated :  the 
whole  continent,  north  of  the  fettlements 
already  pofTefTed  by  Spain,  is  left  open  to 
both  nations ;  with  only  a  reciprocal  right 
of  entry,  for  purpofes  of  trade,  into  the 
ports  or  places  which  either  may  occupy. 

The  fame  general  and  equal  principle,  is 
laid  down  as  the  bafis  of  accommodation, 
in  the  fouthern  and  northern  hemifphere, 
and  forms  the  predominant  feature  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  not  denied  by  the  Mi- 
nifler,  and  it  was  juftly  afTerted  by  his  op- 
ponents, when  the  Convention  was  agi- 
tated in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  to 
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render  it  perfed:,  and  exempt  from  future 
poffible  mifinterpretation,  a  precife  limit 
Ihould  have  been  drawn,  both  on  the  coaft 
of  North  and  South  America.  But,  the  evils 
infeparable  from  a  prolongation  of  the  dif- 
pute,  muft  have  fo  greatly  outweighed  the 
benefit,  to  be  derived  from  any  line  of  de- 
marcation which  could  have  been  inftantly 
fettled ,  that  no  poflible  cenfure  can  be  affixed 
on  that  account;  fince  its  expediency  was 
not  more  obvious,  than  its  immediate  exe- 
cution was  difficult  or  impra6ticable.  Nor 
can  it  be  reafonably  doubted,  that  where 
fo  clear  a  principle  is  by  mutual  confent 
eftablifhed,  no  eflential  obftacle  can  arife, 
in  the  courfe  of  future  negotiations  be- 
tween the  two  Courts,  for  the  final  fettle- 
ment  of  their  refpedlive  boundaries. 

To  complete  this  great  ad:  of  public 
benefit  and  national  glory,  it  only  remained 
to  meet  the  expence  occafioned  by  it,  with 
promptitude  and  alacrity.  The  Minifter, 
fo  far  from  avoiding  or  protrading  that 
neceflary,  but  painful  and  arduous  talk, 
followed  the  Convention,  with  the  imme- 
diate 
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diate  production  of  the  accounts,  refpedt- 
ing  the  naval  and  military  armaments, 
and  the  pecuniary  impofitions  which  he 
meant  to  propofe,  for  their  fpeedy  liqui- 
dation. Not  more  diflinguifhed,  by  the 
magnitude  and  energy  of  his  preparations 
to  humble  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  when 
war  appeared  inevitable ;  than  characSter- 
ifed  by  the  moil  falutary  and  fevere  ceco- 
nomy,  when  that  neceflity  no  longer  ex- 
ited ;  his  enlarged  and  active  mind  over- 
came the  difficulties,  by  which  common 
flatefmen  are  impeded.  He  propofed  to 
raife,  not  merely  the  intereft  of  the  debt 
recently  incurred ;  but  to  extinguifli  the 
principal  itfeU,  in  the  fpace  of  four  years,  • 
though  amo'Jnting  to  above  three  millions 
fterling.  The  effect  of  fo  judicious  and 
provident  a  meafure,  which  .muft  equally 
evince  the  magnanimity  of  the  Minifter 
from  whom  it  originated,  and  the  refources 
of  the  country  which  adopted  it,  will 
be  felt  through  every  kingdom  of  Europe. 
It  is  not  exceed<^V?  by  any  of  the  adts  of 
vvifdom,  found  in  the  annals  of  Eliza- 
B  b  beth. 
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bcth,  when  the  counfels  of  England  were 
direcited  by  the  forefight  and  policy  of  a 
Burleigh.  It  is  without  precedent,  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  and 
is  calculated  to  excite  the  admiration  and 
incredulity  of  future  times. 

The  day,  upon  which  Mr.  Pitt  fub- 
mitted  to  Parliament  a  fyftem,  fo  calcu- 
lated for  general  advantage,  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  another  ad:,  which  might  have 
rendered  illuftrious  a  perfon  lefs  confpicu- 
oufly  eminent  above  his  fellow  citizens* 
The  garter,  which  was  conferred  by  the 
Sovereign  upon  Lord  Chatham,  evinced  the 
indifference  or  fuperiority  of  the  Minifler,. 
to  the  higheft  external  decoration  and  dif- 
tindtion ;  as  powerfully,  as  his  renuncia- 
tion of  a  lucrative  office,  in  favour  of  Colo- 
nel Barre,  at  a  much  earlier  period  of  his 
adminiftration,  had  proved  his  difintereil- 
ednefs  and  contempt  of  emolument. 

As  it  feems  hardly  poflible  to  have  made 
greater  facrifices  than  thefe,  it  is  perhaps 
difficult  to  feled  any  cj.ample  in  modern 
times,  of  fo  early  an  acquilition  of  that 
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glory,  which  is  the  jufi:  reward  of  reditude 
and  talents.  Whether  the  names  of  Cla- 
rendon, of  Godolphin,  orofPelham,  can 
be  placed  in  any  degree  of  comparifon  or 
competition  with  that  of  Pitt,  it  maybe  left 
to  pofterity  to  determine.  But  it  is  compe- 
tent to  the  hiftorian  of  the  prefent  age,  to 
aflert  and  to  prove,  that  at  no  period  iince 
the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in  the  perfon 
of  Charles  the  Second,  has  this  country 
permanently  attained  to  fo  high  a  point 
of  folid  greatnefs  and  importance,  as  fhe 
enjoys  at  the  prefent  moment.  We  fhould 
fearch  in  vain  for  any  traces  of  national 
confideration  or  honor,  in  the  profligate 
annals  of  that  dilTolute  and  dependent 
Prince,  whom  I  have  jufl  named;  or  in 
the  bigotted  and  tranfitory  reign,  of  his 
lefs  criminal,  but  more  unfortunate  fuc-^ 
ceffor.  Shall  we  difcover  greater  fubje(5t 
for  pride  and  exultation,  even  under  the 
temperate  and  eledlive  government  of 
William  the  Third  ? 

Whatever  obligations  we  may  owe   to 

the  Prince  of  Orange,    as   our  deliverer 
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from  civil  and  fpiritual  tyranny,  his  arms 
were  conftantly  retrained  by  the  Generals, 
as  his  meafures  were  uniformly  defeated 
by  the  policy  and  power,  of  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth.    After  a    perpetual  and    unequal 
flruggle,  in  which  her  commerce  was  al- 
moft  annihilated,   and  in  which  the  foli- 
tary   laurels    of  the    Boyne   and   of    La 
Hogue,   were  contrafted  with  the  annual 
defeats,   received  on  the  Continent,    and 
in  the  Channel,  Great  Britain  nearly  funk 
under  the  exertion.      Though  the  peace 
of  Ryfwick    produced    a   fhort  and   de- 
lufive  calm,  yet  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in 
violation  of  the  mofl  folemn  renunciations, 
w^as  quietly  transferred,  in  the  year  1700, 
on  the  extindion  of  the  Spaniili  branch 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,    to   a  Prince  of 
France  :  while  the  laft  hours  of  William 
w  ere  occupied  by  ineffectual  efforts,  to  pre- 
vent the  fatal  confequences  of  an  ad:,  incon- 
tellably  injurious  to,  or  fubverfive  of  the  fe- 
CLirity,  interefts,  and  greatnefs  of  England. 
It  mufl:  be  admitted,  that  the  female 
reign  which  fiicceeded,  fo  long  as  it  was 

conducfted 
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conduced  by  the  counfels  of  Godolphin, 
and  the  genius  of  Marlborough,  prefents  a 
ftriking  pidure  of  military  glory,  and  fuc- 
ceffive  triumphs.  The  Court  of  Verfailles, 
accuftomed  to  confer,  condefcended  to 
folicit  for  Peace  ;  and  Torcy,  at  Gertruy- 
denburg,  in  1 709,  exhibiting  the  humiliat- 
ing fight  of  a  Minifter  of  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, proflrate  before  England  and  Hol- 
land. But  the  imprudence  or  prefumption 
of  an  Adminiflration,  intoxicated  with 
profperity,  and  unmindful  of  the  changes  of 
human  affairs,  allowed  the  moment  to 
elapfe,  in  which  the  fafety  and  interefts  of 
their  country  might  have  been  for  ever 
fecured,  on  the  moil  durable  foundations. 
The  horizon  foon  became  darkened,  and 
the  profped:  obfcured  by  clouds. 

Villars  refcued  France  from  her  flate  of 
danger  and  diftrefs,  while  Oxford  and 
Bolingbroke  difgraced  the  government, 
and  accelerated  the  death  of  their  feeble 
miflrefs,  by  meafures  of  pufillanimity, 
and  breaches  of  national  faith.  The 
trophies  of  Blenheim  and  of  Malplaquet, 

were 
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were  tarnifhed  by  the  defeat  of  Denain, 
and  obliterated  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht : 
the  Houfe  of  Auflria  was  betrayed  in  that 
diflionourable  treaty  ;  and  the  evening  of 
a  reign,  fo  diftinguiflied  and  fo  fplendid, 
clofed  in  weaknefs,  and  is  only  recolleded 
with  regret. 

If  the  annals  of  the  lafl  Princefs  of  the 
Stuart  line,  afford  fo  little  matter  for  hif- 
toric  praife,  it  is  not  in  the  labyrinth  of 
Continental  Politics  and  alliances,  which 
charaderifed  and  compofed  thofe  of 
George  the  Firfl:,  that  we  can  look  for 
topics  of  eulogium,  or  fubjedls  for 
admiration.  The  naval  vidory,  obtained 
by  Byng  in  1718,  over  the  Spanifh  fleet 
in  the  Faro  of  Meffina,  hovvxver  brilliant 
and  dec i live  ;  fo  far  from  being  produdlive 
of  any  advantage  to  the  nation,  coiinter- 
adled  every  principle  of  wife  and  judicious 
policy.  It  ftands  contrafted  with  the 
fatal  bankruptcy  of  the  South  Sea  year; 
with  the  melancholy  facrifice  of  Hofier's 
devoted  fquadron,  under  the  v/alls  of 
Porto  Bello  ;  with  a  derclidlion  of  the  in- 
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terefts  and  honour  of  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land, rendered  fubfervient  to  injurious 
predile(5tions,  and  foreign  acquifitions. 

The  commencement   of  the   reign  of 
George    the    Second,    conducfled,    as    the 
greater  part  of  that  of  his  father  had  been, 
by    the    counfels   of    Walpole,   difclofes 
fcarcely  a  more  exhilerating  profped:.     It 
was,   indeed,  pacific:  but  this  peace  was 
the  ignominious  and  fupine  infecurity  of 
Jam^es  ;  not  the  dignified  and  martial  tran- 
quiUity  of  Elizabeth.    I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
find,  in  the  prefent  century,  any  portion 
of  time  lefs  diftinguiihed  by  wifdom  and 
vigor ;  or  during  which,  Great  Britain  was 
fallen  into  more  complete  infignificance, 
than  in  that  interval,  which  elap fed  from  the 
death  of  George  the  Firfl:  in  1727,  to  the 
clofe  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  adminiftra- 
tion>    in  1742.     Though  the  fubfervient 
fleet  of  this  country,  efcorted  the  younger 
fon  of  Philip  the  Fifth,  from  Barcelona 
into  Italy  :    though  we  facilitated  and  ad- 
vanced   the   grandeur   of  the   Houfe   of 
Bourbon  :  though  we  tamely  fubmitted  to 
the  ads  of  violence,  exercifed  by  Spain 

againft 
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againfl  our  commerce  in  all  the  American 
feas  :  tho  igh  we  abandoned  the  Emperor 
Charles  the  Sixth,  in  the  war  of  1734,  to 
the  united    force  of  France,   Spain,   and 
Sardinia,    who  difmembered    Naples  and 
Sicily  from  the  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  in  fo  unequal  a  conteft  :   though, 
in  order  that  the  meafure  of  incapacity  and 
mifcondu6t  fhould  be  complete,  we  even 
permitted   Louis  the  Fifteenth,  by  incor- 
porating the  Dutchy  of  Lorrain  with  his 
hereditary  poffeffions,   to  cement  and  per- 
fe(5t     the     French    greatnefs ;    yet    thefe 
mighty  and  numerous  conceflions  did  not 
conciliate    affection,    or   procure   refped:. 
Verfed  in  the  arts  of  Parliamentary  addrefs, 
and  the  fcience  of  domellic  venality,  but 
confcious  of  his  incapacity  to  conduct  the 
vefTel,  through  the  ilorm  which  impended; 
Walpole,   when  he  had  exhaufted  every 
endeavour,  to  detain  his  Sovereign  and  his 
country  in  difgraceful  neutrality,   reluct- 
antly refigned  the  reigns  of  power,  which 
he  had  held  too  long  for  the  honour  of  his 
mafter,  or  for  the  glory  and  advantage  of 
England. 

Pelham, 
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Pelham,  after  a  fhort  interval  fucceeded. 
His  Adminiftration,   though  neither  for- 
tunate and  fuccefsful   in  war,  nor  fecure 
and  undifturbed   in  peace,    yet  was  ren- 
dered refpedlable,  by  the  luftre  of  his  pri- 
vate and  perfonal  virtues.    The  inglorious 
campaigns  of  Fontenoy,  and  of  La  Feldt  : 
the  defeats  of  the  allied  army  in  Flanders, 
followed   by  the  capture   of  Bergen-op- 
Zoom,  and  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht :  the 
peace   of  Aix-la-Chapelle,    humiliating 
and  injurious    to  Great   Britain  :   the  ra- 
vages, or  hoftilities,  continued  to  beexer- 
cifed  by  France,   againfb  our  colonies  in 
America  and  the  Eall  Indies,  even  fubfe- 
quent  to  that  treaty  :    thefe  fubjed:s  of  ge- 
neral complaint  and  diiratisfa(5lion,  which 
clouded  the  Miniilry  of  Pelham,  confoled 
the  nation  for  his  lofs,  when  removed  by 
death  in  1754,   from  the  fuperintendance 
of  public  affairs. 

The  fhort  remainder   of  the   reign  of 

George  the  Second,  was  equally  calamitous 

and   difgraceful,  'till  that  m.emorable  and 

brilliant,    but   tranfitory    a?ra,    preceding 
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its  final  termination,  when  the  genius  of 
Pitt  renewed  the  glories  and  fucceffes,  lo 
long  forgotten.    The  lofs  of  Minorca,  and 
the  ignominious   convention  of  Clofter- 
feven,  were  erafed  by  the  fuccelTive  con- 
quers of  Martinico,  Canada,  Plafley,  Bel- 
leifle,  and  the  Havanna.     But,  the  demife 
of  the  Sovereign,  in  1760,  and  the  trans- 
fer  of  miniflerial   authority  which  fuc- 
ceeded,    prevented    the   beneficial    confe- 
quences,  naturally  to  have  been  expedled 
from  this  chain  of  victories.     A  peace, 
which  never  can  be  fufficiently  reprobated, 
and  in  which  the  ignorance  of  the  interefts 
of  the  nation,  was  only  exceeded  by  the 
derelid:ion  of  the  honor  of  the  Crown,  re- 
ftored  to  the  two  branches  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  thofe  provinces  and  pofTeffions, 
of  which  they  had  been  deprived  by  the 
Earl  of  Chatham. 

I  fhall  not  enumerate  the  fleeting  phan- 
toms of  Adminiftration,  which  annually 
appeared  and  vanifhed;  nor  attempt  to 
defcribe  that  period,  which elapfed  from  the 
refignation  of  Lord  Bute,  to  the  year  1770, 
2  when 
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when  the  reins  of  power  were  delegated 
to  Lord  North.  There  are  certainly  few 
events,  included  within  that  portion  of 
time,  which  can  induce  us  to  lament  that 
it  was  not  of  longer  duration.  With  flill 
greater  reafon,  I  wifh  to  draw  a  veil  acrofs 
the  feries  of  errors,  incapacity,  and  mif- 
condud:,  which  preceded  and  produced 
that  fatal  war,  terminated  by  the  emanci- 
pation of  America,  and  which  ftill  blazed 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  at  the  sera 
when  thefe  memoirs  commence. 

From  the  elevation  on  which  we  are 
placed,  it  affords  a  fort  of  melancholy 
pleafure,  to  look  down  upon  the  anarchy 
and  calamity,  which  endear  the  prefent 
Government,  by  a  comparifon  Vvith  that 
ftate  from  which  we  have  efcaped.  The 
adlual  fituation  of  this  country,  realizes 
the  warmefl:  wiih  of  a  Minifter,  or  a  So- 
vereign, to  whom  the  profperity  and  glory 
of  England  are  fupremely  dear.  That  ob- 
jed:,  which  William  vainly  fought  to  at- 
tain j  which  Godolphin  and  Marlborough 
allowed  to  efcape  ;  and  which  the  Earl  of 
Chatham  was  not  permitted  to  accomplilh ; 
C  c  ;a  has 
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has  been  referved  for  the  prefent  age  to 
behold.  The  monarchies  of  France  and 
Spain  have  been  fuccellively  humbled  and 
reftrained,  without  the  neceffity  of  having 
recourfe  to  the  fword.  Great  Britain,  at 
the  concluiion  of  1790,  is  become  by  ge- 
neral confent,  the  acknowledged  Arbi- 
trefs  of  Europe ;  and  to  her  pofleffion 
of  external  confideration  and  refpedl, 
unites  every  internal  fource  of  wealth  and 
felicity. 

From  the  furvey  of  fo  auguft  and  ani- 
mating a  fcene,  it  is  natural  to  turn  our  eyes 
towards  the  pidiure  exhibited  by  France, 
at  the  prefent  moment.  The  convul- 
lions  which  have  agitated  that  diffracted 
country  fince  the  month  of  Odober  1789, 
though  fometimes  apparently  iufpended  or 
extinguiihed,  yet  maypoffibly  revive  with 
augmented  violence.  The  laft  fourteen 
months  feem  to  have  been  alternately  dif- 
tinguilhed,  by  ad:s  of  feftivity  and  of 
flaughter  j  by  the  pageant  of  a  Foederation, 
in  the  •'  Champ  deMars"  at  Paris,  where 
the  national  freedom  was  fdemnly  recog- 
nized, by  a  captive  and  degraded  Sove- 
reign ; 
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reign;  and  by  the  memorable  carnage  of 
Nancy,  which  fo  quirkly  followed.  It  is 
perhaps  impoffible  for  the  wifefl:  ftatefman, 
to  predidl  the  eventual  confequence  of  thefe 
conflidling  caufes  ;  or  to  hazard  a  decided 
opinion  on  the  final  refult,  as  yet  con- 
cealed in  futurity,  and  obfcured  by  fo 
many  contradictory  appearances.  The 
depreffion  and  humiliation  of  the  clergy  3 
the  fale  of  the  ecclefiaftical  property;  the 
annihilation  of  the  orders  of  nobility, 
which  were  almoft  coeval  with  the  times  of 
Clovis  and  of  Pharamond ;  the  abolition  of 
the  peerage ;  the  renewal  of  the  dangerous 
experiments  of  Law;  and  the  creation  of 
a  paper  currency,  nearly  as  deftitute  of 
folid  fupport,  as  was  the  fyftem  of  that 
celebrated  minifter.  Thefe  extraordinary 
operations,  or  meafures  of  government,  in 
a  great  degree  without  precedent  in  the 
hiftory  of  modern  European  nations,  have 
not  yet  fufficiently  unfolded  and  developed 
their  full  effedt,  to  enable  the  philofopher 
and  the  hiilorian  to  confer  on  them  his 
cenfure,  or  his  admiration. 

It 
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It  has  not  even  hitherto  been  afcertained 
or  exempHfied,  lince  the  extind:ion  of  the 
Roman  freedom  by  Marius  and  Sylla,  that 
a  people  whofe  numbers  exceed  twenty 
millions,  are  capable  of  being  permanently 
governed  under  a  free  conftitution.  Nor 
has  mankind  yet  feen  any  inllance  of  a  ca- 
pital, and  a  country,  habituated  for  ages 
to  defpotifm,  funk  in  pleafures,  loft  to  pub- 
lic principle,  deftitute  even  of  the  forms  of 
external  refpedt  for  the  national  religion, 
and  only  intoxicated  with  the  fpeculations 
of  a  diftempered  and  viiionary  philofophy, 
W'hich  ever  afpired  or  attained  to  a  well- 
regulated  and  wifely- cemented  Liberty. 

It  was  not  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  morals  or 
of  fociety,  that  the  Athenians  broke  the 
fetters  of  arbitrary  power,  when  roufed  by 
Harmodius  and  Arillogiton.  The  elder 
Brutus  bore  no  fimilarity  either  to  Mira- 
beau,  or  to  La  Fayette.  Rome  vainly 
alTaffinated  her  Did:ator,  when  public  vir- 
tue was  no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  fe- 
nate,  or  among  the  people.  The  Moun- 
taineers of  Switzerland,    who   threw  ofF 

the 
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the  yoke  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;   and 
the  opprefTed  peafants  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, who  revolted  from  the  tyranny  of 
Philip  the  Second,  were  poor,  hardy,  and 
martiaL     The  Englilh  Parliament,  which 
oppofed,  and  ultimately  vanquilhed  Charles 
the  Firft,  called  upon  a  nation,  which  how- 
ever inflamed  by  fanatifm,  was  unfubdued 
by  luxury,  and  uncorrupted  by  venality. 
Times  of  efFeminancy  and  refinement,  have 
not  hitherto  been  found  to  produce  a  plant, 
of  fo    hardy   and  vigorous   a   nature,   as 
Freedom ;  and   if  we  are  deftined  to  fee 
in  the  hiflory  of  France,  an  example  of 
this    extraordinary  contradiction    to    the 
refult   of    all  experience,    it   will    be    a 
flriking  lelTon   of    the   infufficiency   and 
fallibility,  of  human  wifdom  or  obferva- 
tion. 

The  time  which  has  elapfed  fince  the 
Revolution  of  July,  1789,  has  not  been  i'uf- 
ficient,  to  afcertain  all  its  confequences,  or 
to  ripen  and  mature  the  many  caufes,  which 
may  ftill  fhake  the  freedom  of  France, 
before  it  attains  to  folidity.    The  yielding 

and 
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and  paffive  condud  of  the  King,  which 
has   fo   powerfully  operated   to    produce 
fubmiffion,  in  the  two  orders  of  the  no- 
bility and  clergy,  may  be  overborne  by 
events,  or  may  be  affe(fted  by  the  advice 
and  counfels  of  thofe  who  approach  his 
perfon.  The  natural  levity,  and  charad:erif- 
tic  inconflancy  of  the  nation,  may  conduce 
to  make  them  weary  of  a  poflellion,  which 
however    ineftimable    in    its    nature,    is 
neither   to    be    attained,    nor    preferved, 
without    unremitting   vigilance    and    ex- 
ertion.    The  ceflation  or   ruin  of  many 
branches    of  trade,    neceffarily    refulting 
from  thelate  convulfions :  the  feverity  of  the 
taxes,  which  a  free  Government  is  com- 
pelled to  exad,  in  common  with  the  moft 
defpotic  Monarch  :  the  long  habits  of  un- 
conditional fubmiffion,  fo  forcible  in  their 
operation  upon  the  mind  and  charadler: 
All  thefe  principles  may  ferment,  and  ul- 
timately burft  into  ac5lion. 

To  the  internal  fources  of  change  and  com- 
motion, external  ones  may  unite.  Of  the  fe- 
ven  fugitives  Princes  of  the  Blood,  who  pre- 
cipitately 
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cipitately  abandoned  their  country,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  national  troubles, 
only  one,  the  Prince  of  Conti,  has  yet  ven- 
tured toreviiit  Paris,  or  fubmitted  to  take 
the  Civic  Oath,  impofed  by  the  new  con- 
ftitution.  The  malcontents,  affembled  at 
Turin,  or  at  Venice,  round  the  perfon  of 
the  Count  d*Artois,  aided  by  the  capacity 
and  refource  of  Calonne,  and  ready  to  be 
led  on  by  ^/laillebois,  menace  the  duration 
of  the  National  x^ffem.bly.  Even  though 
thefe  ftorms  were  diflipated,  yet  the  Courts 
of  Vienna  and  Madrid  cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  look  witli  pleafure,  or  approbation,  oa 
the  fallen  condition  of  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth ;  and  would,  probably,  aid  with 
more  than  wiflies,  any  efFed;ual  ftruggles 
which  might  be  made,  for  the  refl oration 
of  his  antient  prerogatives.  Thefe  reflec- 
tions and  confiderations  may  infpire  fomc 
reafonable  doubt,  refpedting  the  final  iffue 
of  the  fubverlion  of  the  Royal  Power,  and 
the  permanency  of  a  free  conflitution  in 
France. 

Whatever  may  be  the  refult,  and  though 

liberty   fhould   even   ultimately   triumph, 

D  d  its 
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its  attainment  has  been  accompanied  with, 
at  leaft,  a  temporary  diminution,  approach- 
ing to    total  fufpeniion,   of   the    pohtical 
ftrength,  importance,  and  confideration  of 
the  kingdom,  as  a  European  ftate.     The 
energy   and   adivity  of  the   Crown   have 
been   witlidrawn ;  and    a  fpirit   of  Hcen- 
tioufnefs,  the  moft  fatal  to  every  national 
and  public  effort,  has  prevailed   through- 
out all  the  naval  and  military  departments. 
The  French  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
are  engaged   in  civil   war,    or   become  a 
prey   to  infurredtion  and  anarchy.     The 
frontiers,   towards  Germany,    Savoy,  and 
Spain,  are  either  expofed  to  infult  and  in- 
valion;    or    proteded    by    troops,    upon 
whofe  fteady  attachment  and  fidelity,  after 
the  late  defedlion  from  their  Prince,  no 
fecure    reliance    can     be    placed.     That 
powerful    monarchy,    which   for   near  a 
century  and  a   half   has    infpired   terror, 
and  whofe  reftlefs  ambition  has  been  fo 
dangerous   to  every  furrounding  country: 
which  has  twice,  during  that  time,  nearly 
fubjeded  Holland;  which    placed  Philip 
the  Fifth  on  the  Spanifli  throne  in  1 700, 

and 
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and  raifed  an  Elector  of  Bavaria  to  the 
Imperial  dignity,  at  a  ftill  more  recent 
period :  that  power,  occupied  in  endlefs 
metaphyfical  difquifitions  upon  the  rights 
of  men,  or  employed  in  defperate  pro- 
je<5ls  of  revenue  and  finance,  appears  not 
only  to  he  incapable  of  invading  the  re- 
pofe  of  her  neighbours,  but  even  of  pro- 
viding for  her  own  internal  fafety  and 
tranquillity. 

Such  is  the  ftriking  contraft,  which  the 
two  monarchies  of  France  and  En li land 
ad:ually  prefent.  The  one,  ftruggling 
through  difficulties,  to  complete  a  fyflem 
of  liberty;  and  attempting  to  renovate 
her  difordered  finances,  plunged  into  al- 
mofl  irremediable  confulion.  The  other, 
enjoying  all  the  advantages  of  eftabiifhed 
order;  conducted  by  aGovernment,  equally 
vigorous  and  popular  j  meeting  every  pe- 
cuniary embarraffment  or  impofition,  with 
new  and  unexampled  refources;  itrength- 
ening  her  credit,  and  extending  her  com- 
merce, while  flie  covers  the  ocean  with 
her  navy,  and  fpreads  the  glory  of  her 
name  over  every  quarter  of  the  earth. 

D  d  2  I  am 
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I  am    arrived    at    that    pericxi,    where 
the    prefent   work   mufl:   neceflfarily   ter- 
minate.    I  am  confcious  that  it  is   only 
an  outline;  but  the  events  of  which  I  have 
treated,  are  not   fufficiently  removed,  to 
admit   of  minute  enquiry,    or   profound 
invefligation.     Yet,    this    imperiect    pro- 
duction   may  perhaps  ferve  to  light    the 
ileps  of  fome  future  Hume  or  Gibbon, 
to  wh'om  genius  fhall  delegate  the  fublime 
talk,    of  recording  and   perpetuating  the 
EngliHi    annals.      My    object    has    been 
only  to  commemorate  the  facis  and  cha- 
racters, which  have  made  the  deepeft  im- 
preilion  on  my  memory  and  underfland- 
ing,  while  a  fped:ator  of  their  full  effed:; 
and  to  jftamp  them  with  the  genuine  fen- 
timent  which  they  excited,  of  approba- 
tion or  of  cenfure.     **   Statui  res   geflas 
*'  Populi  Romani,'*  fays  Sallult,   *'  carp- 
"  tim,  ut  quseque  memoria  digna  vide- 
*'  bantur,    prcfcribere ;    eo   magis,    quod 
**  mihi  aSpe,  Metu,  partibus  Reipublicae, 
**  animus  liber  erat." 

Whether  I  may  be  elteemed  altogether 
exempt  from  the  emotions,  difclaimed  by 

the 
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the  Roman  writer,  I  muft  leave  to  thofe 
who  ihall  perufe  this  work,  to  determine. 
It  is  difficult  to  diveft  ourfelves  of  the  pre- 
diledions,  which  almoil  neceffarily  arife 
in  our  minds,  when  engaged  in  the  recital 
or  defcription  of  fcenes,  ad:ed  in  ages  and 
countries  the  mofl  remote.  It  would 
rather  imply  a  degree  of  apathy,  and 
defed:  of  feeling,  than  any  fuperiority  to 
common  and  vulgar  prejudice,  if  I  could 
furvey  with  the  fame  tranquillity,  the 
calamities,  which  only  a  few  years  fince, 
threatened  the  deftrudiion  of  England,  and 
the  prefent  elevated  ftate  of  fecurity  which 
we  enjoy:  or  if  in  relating  them,  I  fhould 
allow  no  portion  of  enthufialm  to  mix 
with  the  veneration,  always  due  to  hiftoric 
truth.  Gratitude  is  naturally  excited  in 
every  generous  bread,  by  private  bene- 
fits: but  the  Sovereign,  or  the  Minifter, 
who  are  the  benefadors  of  nations,  kindle, 
even  in  the  hiftorian  who  tranfmits  to 
future  times  the  events  of  their  govern- 
ment,  a   venial   partiality;    nor  can   the 

reign 
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reign  of  Trajan  and  Aurelius,  be  written 
with  the  fame  indifference,  as  we  feel  in 
defcribing  the  gluttony  of  Vitellius,  or  the 
crimes  of  Caracalla. 
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